"...a path from where we are to where we should be." -- Peter Maurin

we were just sitting there talking when...we were just siting there talking when...we were just sitding there valking
when ...we were just sitting there talking when Peter Mautin came in....we were just siting there talking when...we
were justsiting there talking when...we were justsitting there talking when... we were justsitting there
talking when lines of people began to form, saying, "we need bread."...we were just sitting there
alking when...we were just sitting there talking when... we were justsitting there talking when ..we
were just sitting there talking when... we were just sitting there talking when...we were just
sitdng there talking and people moved in on us. letthose who can take it, takeit some

moved outand that made room for more....we W=~ “here talking...and
somehow the walls expanded...whe~ ~~re talking
when...we were just sitting there ~ there
talking when...we were just sitt- ng

€

there talkingwhen...we v

bheaven is a ba
and life is
a banquet, too,
even with a crust
where there is
companionship.
we bave all Fnouwn
the long loneliness
and we bave learned
that the only solution
is love
and that love comes
with community.
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WHY THIS ISSUE?

At last it has become common if not fashionable to bemoan the dearth of community in our life
in the United States. From Robert Bellah to Scott Peck the need for community as felt by the ordinary
citizen has become widely recognized Ironically, even seif-help mass market paperbacks proclaim our
neglect of this intrimsic buman quality.

This need for community cuts across the grain, in large part, of the heritage from which this nation
developed. Although there are notable and persistent exceptions, individualism became the hallmark of the
Ammerican personality, Today each of us must have our own car, home, career, appliances, etc., and the
unfettered freedom to acquire and control them. What we are left with to share in common is little more
than shopping, speclator sports, and television.

Now, however, there is a resurgent recognition of the hollowness of a life lived alone—not simply
physically, but spiritually alone. There is a growing awareness of the need to live in conjunciion with others
with lies that bind, at some personal sacrifice, in order to achieve common goals and meet common needs.

Community, is at the heart of Christian life, although this has often been lost in our cultural milieu.
Fellowship, the building up of the Body of Christ, compassionate care and involvement with each otber,
the discovery that we are not saved alone but only in conjunction with others — all of these are intrinsic
to an authentic life of discipleship.

The 1ask of building and sustaining commuruty is not easy nor always rewarding, as the lead article
suggests. John Kavanaugh turns to a favorite passage of Dorothy Day’s from The Brothers Karamazov
to allow us to see the hardships and rewards of real community. This Catholic Worker perspective is
underscored by a series of excerpts from Dorothy Day later in the issue. The theme is further examined
s six individuals with widely varying personal histories come together to compare their experiences of
community in a heartfelt discussion. Mary Duicher reflects on the interconnections between a parish in
Nicaragva and people of SL Louis, and how a sense of community has been built across the hemisphere.
Sadly and ironically, it 15 also in this issue that the Karen House article fell ta Jim and Katrina, who have
chosen, with some anguish, to leave the St Louis Cathotic Worker community (o become part of a rural
farm coramunity in far-off Washington. Mary Ana McGivern’s thoughts from Little House and the Round
Table Talk conclude the issue.

‘We trust that you can combine these reflections with the experiences of your own struggle with
comImunity so as (o result in a more realistic but more passionate yearning for relationship with others —
in community. +

- Bill Miller
Cover graphic for
The Round Table
by Genevieve Cassani, SSND

the St. Louis Catholic Worker Community
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COMMUNITY AND SOCIETY

by John Kavanaugh, S.J.

A fact often forgotten is that Dorothy Day’s
favorite “barsh and dreadful love” passage from Dos-
toevski’s Brothecs Kamamazov has a lot to say about
community. :

The context, of course, is prayer and faith,
Madame Hohlakov has gone to old Zossima for advice.
She’s afraid she is losing her faith, especially her faith
in the afterlife. The monk tells her that love, oot faith, is
the real issue. And she immediately agrees. She has a
problera with Jove.

Our problem is not the grand sweep of love, not
\he love of millions or of humanity itself, not even the
love of the downtrodden who may come to our doors ar
accost us on the street. At our best, we can manage them
with a smile, especially if the encounter.is not too long,
ang there are not too many “follow-up” expeclations.

The real problem is the person I must live and
labor with. The person at hand. The person in my
community, my family, my circle of friends.

Zossima remembered a humanitarian Doctor who
complained:

1 am incapable of living in the same room
with anyone for two days. 1 know from ex-
perience. As soon as people get near me, their
personalities disturb me and restrict my free-
dom. In twenty-four hours T begin to hate the
best of persons; one because she’s too lang over
her dinner, another because he has a cold and
keeps blowing his nose. I become hostile 10
people the moment they come close 10 me.

Dorothy Day knew that the meaning of the
“harsh and dreadful love” was the powerful relationship
between our noble religions 1deals, our social conscious-

ness and our daily struggles with each other. There is a
spirituality of politics. There js a polilics in our personal
relationships. And the sins of the social order are mir-
tored in our own private disorders. Thus, her journals
and writings are as much haunted by self-cntique as
they are critiques of society.

It is one thing to ask governments (o lay down
their arms. It is quile anotber (and often more difficult)
1o disarm owselves before the coemy with a neighbor’s
face. Jean Vanier, the founder of the L Archie communi-
es, notes our love for the “handicapped” sometimes
seerns so much easier than the love we are called to give
aur “nop-handicapped” collaborators. Mother Teresa
admits that greater asceticisms are demandcd of us by
each other than by the most spartan of dress and the
plainest of foods.

As a young Jesuit ance said to me: “It’s not the
work. I love the work I’s just that *!@#*!@# I have to
work with.”

Community tests out all theories, be they social,
spiritual or psychological. For cormmunity is a union of
persons at greater closeness and intensity than of nalion,
class or convenience. It is relationship m depth “intimo”,
as the Latin would bave it with intimacy. Thus, true
friendship, close solidarity, traditional congregations,
and family itself are opportunities for profound experien-
ces of community. Community is where we are found
out, where we are known and named for who we are,
where our pretenses are unmasked and our vulnerability
i1s made open.

Only in those places where we are koown in
depth, “intimo”, can we be loved in truth. And only there
can we be truly hurt

Jobn Kavanaugh, S.J., can usually be found teaching philosophy at St Louis University. Last semester he was

on sabbatical in New York, wniting a book.
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We have tremendous natural impnlses to avoid
comamuaity. We are tempted to hold ousselves in, to
protect ourselves with impregnable defenses, to assure
our personal security. We entertain the illusion that, if
we do mot let ourselves be known, we will never be
vulnerable, unguarded and open to attack.

And we reproduce in ousr copumunities, in our
families, the very patterns of defense and aggression, of
injustice and denial, that rules the age and the rulers of
the age.

I, however, we ener hie ruth of relalionship, if
we live in community, we must be willing o face our
egoisms and fears, we must be willing to take off the
armor of jsolation and toughness. And we may indeed be
shamed, like Madam Hohlakov, before the gate of some-
one who knows us.

But we shall also experience the power of our
truth. We can be loved for who and what we are. We
need not fake it through life. And we, though sinners,
can experience what it is 10 be mightily graced with our
owan ireplaceable gift of love which we are allowed 10
bestow on cach other.

Authentic comumunity, to be sure, is a race
phenomenon in contemporary culture, where relationship
and iplimacy seem to be avoided at all costs. Most of

our energies are directed to behaviors which lead us
away from relfationship, Competition inhabils our work,
homes and schools. Hidder and unguestioned impera-
tives that we must work more and more to acquire more
and more are part of our cultural mythos. The media
rarely present any images of men and women capable of
enduring commiiment or of any inumacy
other than random sexual encounter. Civic
virmes and neighborliness seem almast
utopian qualities of a distant past We
may even fegl at times that community is
an illusion, that commitment is an impos-
sibility and that covenant is a dream of
another world.

Thus, the lives we build together as
friends, as corpmunity, as family, are some-
thing guite more than personal needs and
interpersonal comforts. They are strategic
choices we make as social and political
beings not only to test out the reality of
our commitment 1o justice or the genuine-
ness of our “spiritual” lives, but as leaven
in a culture desperately in need of human
community.

Perhaps our commuaities, the willing-
ness of Catholic Workers and their sup-
porting friends to labor at the “barsh and
dreadful love” of relationship, could be
the best gifts and challenges we make to
our country.

It was Lee Atwater, after a)l not your
basic Catholic Worker type, who spoke of
this need just weeks befare he died of
brain cancer. Here, the man who won
presidential campaigns, who invented Wil-
lie Horton and “kicking bun”, the man who surely
“made it” in terms of our culture, was asking for a
rebirth of community:

The ‘80’s were about acquiring wealih,
power, prestige. 1 know. I acquired more wealth,
power and prestige than most. But you can
acquire all you want and still feel empty, What
power wouldn’t T pay for a litle more time with
my family. What price wouldn’t [ pay for an
evening with friends. It took a deadly illness Lo
put me eye to eye with that truth, but it is a truth
that the country, caught up in its ruthiess ambi-
tions and moral decays, caa leam on my dime.

I don’t know who will lead us through the ‘90’s,
but they must be made to speak to this spiritual
vacumm at the heart of American society, this
tumor of the soul.

—Lee Arwater’s Last Campajgn, LIFE, Febru-

ary, 1991. +
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CONVERSATIONS ON COMMUNITY

Communlty is important in our lives at the Worker and comes up often when people talk about
problems or solutions in our society. Crime and health care, chwrch, ransportation, and family all are
seen as affected by lack of communiry, or parily resolved by crearing community. A lor of people we know
are looking for commmiry; a lot of people have a hard rime knowing what they are looking for or where
10 find i1. So we thought if would be fruitful to have a conversation with people about their thinking on
and experience of community. We asked these people 10 come together because they represent a variety
of perspectives on community. Participants were Virginia Druhe, Mary Beth Gallagher, Marry King,
Jerry Kleba, Bill Miller, and Mary Louis Price, DC. Photographs by Tom Nelson, CM.

WHY COMMUNITY?

Virginia: What do any of you feel we can hope
for from community? What have we found we can
expect from community?

Marty: Communities are different and have
vnique features. Our community starfed oul as a group
of people who wanted to have in-depth conversation and
education in religion — all the people jn our group are
Catholic — but we evolved fairly quickly into a faith

shanng community. [ think that is clearly what our
group was looking for; to get beyond discussion on the
intellectual Jevel to how does our faith live, how do we
share it in our lives with one another?

Obviously as we’ve gotten older some of our
needs in community have changed. A few years ago we
reached a point where some of our members wanted a
primary community, but we realized we were trying to
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be something we weren’t With help and discernment we
decjded that our community truly is & support commu-
nity. Each one of us already had a primary community,
our family unit or religious community. We degided we
are a secandary community of support and affirmation
and exploration. And we continue in that way.

We have also become able 0 really pray to-
gether. We do a day of recollection in the spring and a
retreat for a weekend in the fall. We try to have Mass
or some kind of liturgy when we meet monthly. 1 think
those arc the primary things we are looking for and find
in our community.

We have a very structured non-struclure! But jt
has worked. We have been very careful aboul sharing
jobs. It 1s all shared leadership.

Jerry: In the five or ten minvtes sipce we have
started 10 talk I have begun to think of a community that
didn’t initially occur to me, z2nd that is very important to
me. For about 8 years and I've beea in a cormmunity of
a dozen priests and ministers from eight different de-
nominations. We get together every Tuesday moming to
plan our preaching for the coming week. Some of us are
men and some are wonien, some are white and some are
black. Some are from pretty instilutionalized and highly
liturgical faiths and some are from much more congre-
gational, community ceutered religions. The things that

we have shared with one another, the range of perspec-
tives that peoplie have on church and Scripture, on major
1ssues like the Trinity or good and evil, are just amazing.
And the level of friendship and bonding that has taken
place there is remarkable. I don’t have a relationship
with twelve priests with whom 1 could be as honest and
who would be as self-revelatory as the people in this
group. And of course there aren’t twelve priests that T
Spchd two bours a week with.

‘We really challenge each other to be much more
human, because we’re all very serious about our calling
and we could all work tao hard. Three times a year we
have mandatory fun days where you must go and enjoy
yourself. It’s really very healthy for us

For me the real reason why anybody should
make an effort to be a part of a community is because
God is community. I need to make the efforts to be in
real quality relationships with some people so that T can
become more God-like It seems to me that what we can
hope for in community is a world of justice and truth
and peace and dignity. To me it seems the only way you
¢an have any kind of a vision or a dream of any of the
excellence of life that the Gospel calls us to is through
being in community and making serious efforts to unite
other people to thal community, to be 2 welcoming
community; to know that bonded together there is a way
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to hope for more. You and I might not live to see it, but
certainly we have to be people who hope.

Marty: 1 was thioking if we're looking for those
things in the world one of the first steps is o find a
community where we can find those things.

’ Virginia: To adjust that a litile bit in terms of
the Catholic Worker, 1 think that our community is
based on very specific shared values and 2 commitment
10 sharing our matenal lives in order 1o live out those
values more easily. So there is some shared income,
housing, cars, as a way of supporting living' Ut what we
believe — since the society we live in ‘doesn’t facilitate
those values. If you try on your own to live with the poor
you can wear oul preity fast.

Mary Beth: 1 think what people look for in
community maybe f{irst of all is support and affirmauon.
For many people I think those needs are mel jn their
families, but it seems to mc o a greater exteat now than
in other generations or other periads of time those
primary groups aren’t in place for people — for all the
reasons that TIME magazine writes about all the time.
But the needs still exist just for people 10 relate W each
other in a basically affirming way.

I think people look for 2 couple tlungs besides
that, too. I hear people talking about this in a lot of
different ways, but one is with respect to faith. You can
practice your faith and believe what you believe by
yourself, but we don’t like to do that Our faith is a
communzl one in a lot of ways and I think people
experience that. I hear people wanling to share with
other people what their faith means to them, which is a
very powerful experience.

Remember when the social concerns committee
at St Cronan’s tried and tried to have educational
programs, and every time we¢ offered one it urned into
small faith sharing groups? And everybody would wrile
these rave evalualoans: "It was greal, never mind the
speaker next time!" ['ve nouced that in other settings as
well. This seems to be what people are hungyy for.

I think people desire solidarity in key decision
poinis in their lives, too. And 1 don’t mean the “three big
decisions of your life,” but the kind of decisions that
come up more frequently ang that do really change the
direction thing s can go for you. Maybe its a career
change, maybe it has (0 do with relationships, the things
we struggle with every few years. All different kinds of
people T talk to seem to desire very much not 1o make
those decisions alone.

A third thing that T don’t hear people talk about
very much, but that 1 think people really do desire and
need is o be in relationship with others who can
challenge us. I feel I want to be in relationship with
people who are willing to risk telling me, “I think you
might be making a mistake,” or, “The move you’re

afraid to make I see as very much in line with who you
are.” Anyway, challenge at a basic level of who we are.

I think the world is really hungry for this kind of
commbnity. Cur commbvnity 15 not at all a2 perfect one.
Really, even anything more than a casual glance ir our
direction shows people that, and yet people ask us all the
time about joining our community or starting a commu-
nity. And people struggle and many times are not able to
arrive al those kinds of relationships with one another.
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Virginia: Mary Beth, you’ve brought up one of
the other questions we had, which is, Did you end up
finding community where you were setting out to find 3t?
And what are obstacles to community around us or
inside us?

Mary Louis: Our’s is an old community. It was
founded by St Vincent de Paul in the 1600’s. Our
purpose in coming to community is 10 love our Lord and
to serve Him in the poor and we have found through the
years that we have to be together ta do this with any
consistency. Because we need each other. Working with
the poor is not easy and we really get support from one
another.
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Years 8go ouc comunuaities were much more
formal than they are now. One of our Reverand Mothers
who was involved in Vatican T was wise. She covld see
that the changes had to come, they needed to come. Now
our groups are smaller communities and because of that
the relationships are more intense and more meaningful.
But prayer is the basic of commurnity, our commitment
10 the Lord; and sharing with one another. Sometimes its
formal, but more than ever it is less formal. And we
have opportunities for prayer experiences, retreats and
so forth.

WHERE IS COMMUNITY?

Mary Louis: The community we find is not
always in the same house. It may be between frieads or
in other houses. And it isn’t with everybody at the same
leve]. It couldn’t be. Some is at a more intense level, the
other is general. We find it is very supportive to main-
tain solidarity, to be able 10 be open to any need that we
see. We have to be willing to go anyplace, but we need
to be with athers for support and strength. We are an
apostolic community, not stricily a religious communily.
But living in community has always been part of it

It has bad a lot of ups and downs. In the time
before Vatican IT we were invited to be perfect, but now
we know that’s impossible. We live mare like who we

The Roupd Table

are rather than who somebody else thinks we should be.

Marty: Yowr community discerned to move
from the large communities to the smaller?

Mary Louis: We were in Jarge commumilies
because we were working mostly in institutions. We had
a lot more sisters and we were tn orphanages and
settlements and hospitals. But we did an evaluation of all
our works, and asked did we need to be someplace else?
We found we wanted 10 be where there was no other
service for the poor. We chose to [eave some institutions
and went in small groups to_areas where we had not

been before, in the country. Our commitment is to the
peoor not to institutions, and that necessitated small
groups, and is not as permanent It is to meet a need, and
when the nced is mel o go on

Bill: T was thinking that as 1 look back on it ]
had little expeniences of feeling the gospel was nght and
true and good, and knew ] needed the help of other
people in trying to find out more about it I thiak there
is also a certain amount of shyness so I kind of hooked
up with other people. I think I was often drawn to
community because I could look up to people and see
how to take the next step, or how we could take the next
step together. But I found different degrees of happiness
or goodness in doing that

I’ve come to see that the communities ['ve been

8
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more drawn to have a balance of imwardness and out-
wardness. I’ve been a part of commuunities that are all
inward or all ouftward and neither one worked for me. I
also think my own struggles or brokenness at certain
points bave blocked me from moving on in community.
Commuaities can be busy places, and you can some-
times get lost io that.

Jerry: To be bealthy, a community has to be a
place where people can share their brokenness, can be at
bome when they’re at their worst; the place that when
you go there they have to take you in. One of the
tensions far me is that part of being a pastor is to be a
leader and part of being a leader is at least pretending
you know where you're going. And the other part is to
build community you have 10 be a pretty broker, not too
certala leader, who is only willing 1o go someplace if a
whole group of people want to go the same direction
together. T struggle with it a lot

We’ve probzbly had the best community when
I'm in the driver seat and turn around and say, “You
know, I don’t know where I'm going, and I’m scared to
even think of where we're going™ Then its amazing how
many people come out of nowhere to help. But unless
you take the risk...

I know that more now than ever. lot’s of
difficult things have happened in my life in the Jast six
months. Between Thanksgiving and Christmas some-
body shot at a parish dirner from a garden I had
engineered from the vacant Pruitt-Igoe land. T know that
subconscionsly I fell 1 had tumed this chaos into para-
dise; that we had created a haven of safety on pansh
property and noae of the neighborhood (wmoidl would
ever spill over into this sanctuary. So when I had to say
to the police, “They’re shooting at us from the garden,”
it was very debilitating for me. I wasn’t worth anything
those months around Christmas and after. At Chrisimas
1 went to help a classmate in the country because I

couldn’t handle being pastor at St Bridget’s. People
knew that. And it was amazing how many people came
10 help and were much morse caring than they ever were
before.

Virginia: Jerry, as a diocesan priest do you look
on the parish where you’re stationed as your primary
community? )

Jerry: Well, no, I don’t Iis a very important
commuaity, but [ had family and fiiends for decades
before I even knew where St Bridget’s was. There’s
nothing like friends you grew up with, ard being from a
relatively healthy and caring family. I see these people a
lot. So, people at my parish are very important to me but
there is no way, nor do [ have any desire to.... You don’t
make dear friends just because you’re in a new place.
There are a few people at St. Bridget’s who are very
imporiant to me. It is a2 community to celebrate with,
that goes to bat for one another. We're pretty good at
that. But my prunary comrounity, no,

EXPECTATIONS AND REALITY

Mary Beth: What we can expect from commu-
nity is a painful question for me because I think that
inevitably we ask uarcasonable things of community. As
a4 married person [ would say we also inevitably ask
vnreasonable things of our spouses from time to timc.

The good side of that is that people asking hard
things of us can draw forth some grealness. And some-
times what we are asking is just oo much, and it isn’t
good far the other person to try to respond to jt. Or its
wrong. For example, I’'m oot going to get from my
commupity members what my parents should have given
1o me and didn’t Is that completely obvious? If it is, it
doesn’t keep it from happening over and over again. And
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its really painful. And it can make us back off and say,
“You’re asking too much, so I’m nol giving you any-
thing.” Then community is reatly damaged. I don’t know
if there’s a good formula for setting those boundaries.
It’s probably not that easy and we have to bruise one
another la certain ways to come to that together.

Maybe anotber way to say it is that sinful,
limited people are going to bruise one aaother. In some
cases they are going to be able to stay together and
benefit from being sinful together, and in other cases
aren’t going to be able o stay together.

Virginia: I think what you’re saying isn’t reat
obvious and doesn’t get said very clearly, or very often.
1 think one of the things that happens then, is that people
make some litde try at community with very amorphous
and very imunensc expectations that don’t get met and
then say, “Well, T sure gave it my best and it didn’t
work.” I think that happens a lot

You know, Marty, when you were speaking
about Mark’s Community, and Jerry, when you spoke
about the lectionary group the thought crossed my mind
that what those two have in common is very clear limits
to whal can be expected, and very clear definition of
what can not be expected. I think we very often don’t
know what the limits are and don’t give each other
permission 0 say there are limits,

Marty: Our community has gone through so
many different cyctes, that I was thinking I see two very
distiact areas in what we ask of each other. One is that
when we have had crises the community has been far

more than anybody has asked. The death of a child
brought forth an enormous amount of care and support,
to the point of cleaning house, taking care of children,
being there if someone needed to talk, being quiet when
no one wants to talk. Whenever there is a physical crisis
owr community immediately mobilizes into a wonderful,
cohesive group.

I think what we struggle with most in our
commupity are the non-crisis times. I think they’re the
times when owr community goes to the lowest common
denominator. In order 1o please everyone some chal-
Jenges are not met There is a tacit agreement that
sometimes yon don’t even bring up challenges because
you know that will mean division. You know not to ask
those challenges. There are invilations in our community
now, and I think we're much more comfortable in
offering invilations to grow further or to grow deeper or
to make a greater commitment. But it is no longer that
you throw down the gauntlet and challenge that every-
body must do what I feel is the right thing to do. Now
its much more, you do what you must do, I will support
you in your service, but I bave my own

Mary Louis: | think exhortations of each other
have to be real, in as much as we are all weak people.
Just as we have strengths and weaknesses so does the
next persoa and we have to be able to be accepting of
some of these things that we don’t agree with, knowizng
this is their person and they have the responsibility 1o be
who they are. And that we are not out 1o change people,
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but to be who we are and to let peaple be who they are.

Bill: Another whole part of this is a tendency
because of fear or of being hun 10 no longer ask for
what you might want or need. You kind of play along
with whatever is happening.

There is an extreme of asking too much, and
then of not getting that and just giving up. I think that’s
kind of not being who we are, t00. I notice in the parish
that some people come in with real high hopes and
they’re not met nght away. Thea they kind of don’t have
any desires at all. That’s not good either.

Mary Beth: T think thal poiots to the struggle

that community inevitably is, It is painful as well as
joyful. When you put your needs forward, you are
making yourself vulnerable and taking responsibility for
shaping the direction of the joint body. That respon-
sibility is challenging for people. There have been deci-
sion points in our community when I can remember
thinking, “T’m not going to say anything!" Sometimes
taking up the challenge, and other times really missing
the opportunity io be myself and help produce an au-
thenfic corporate self. I think that’s been irue in my
marriage, too. The struggles are very similar in commu-
nity and in marriage, from what I hear people saying.
And the rewards are similar too, I think.

COMMUNITY AND THE POOR

Marty: Our community really had to struggle
with a decjsion not to be just a therapy group or a
support group where we come to share, but to have an
outward direction. For us there has to be a sense of
extending ourselves 10 reach out 10 the larger commu-
nity. In pant this is in a spirilva) awareness of sharing,
a communion of saints that has become a very real thing
in our community. I think we constantly struggle as to
how that gets worked out, but that it must be there as
part of our essence has become very, very clear.

Virginia: And what arc some of the ways it has
been expressed?

Marty: Some of the ways we have done that are
working with refugees that we have helped establish in
this country; or the day down at Karen House when all
these middle-aged men were pushing wheelbarrows of
dirt and we were saying only God’s grace was saviag us
from heart attacks! We're talking sow about irying to do
some housing rehab with Habjtat. Those things come in
bits and pieces, but we’ve always felt that its something
we have 10 do.

We do it constantly as individuals, and some-
times feel overloaded when we say now as a community
we will do something. That’s a tension, but we have
gone throughn the cycle enough to say that this has to be
a part of it Its much healthier when we do that The
more we spend uime just looking imward the less com-
plete we feel.
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SODg (4) for Guy Davenport

Within the circles of our lves

we dance the circles of the years,
the circles of the seasons

within the circles of the years,
the cycles of the moon

within the circles of the seasons,
the circles of our reasons

within the cycles of the moon.

Again, again we come and go,
changed, changing. Hands
Jjotn, unjoin in love and fear,
grief and joy, The circles iurn,
each giving into each, into all.
Only music kegps us bere,

each by all the others held.

In the bold of bands and eyes
we turn in pairs, that foining
Joining each to all again.

And then we turn aside, alone,
out of the sunlight gone

into the darker circles of return.

Eberhard Arnold quoted by Thomas Merton
in THOMAS MERTON IN ALASKA

*Our common life is built from God

as from the source of life, and is led

ever anew to tragic struggles and ultimate
victory. [n a common life given in this way,
there can be no seeking for idyllic human sociability
or leisurely comfort. No kind of satisfaction
of romantic desire or egotistical longing for
personal happiness can be found here.

On the contrary, this way of uncondidonal
will to love of God's will for community,
leads us smaight into the reality of work

and its fight for existence,

into the reality of all the difficulties of human
character. It is a way of deadly danger
and of bardest suffering.”
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From the Distance

We are others and the earth,
the living of the dead.
Remembering who we are,
we live in eternity;

any solitary act

is work of community.

All times are one

if beart delight

in work, if bands
join the world right.

The wheel of efernity is turning
in time, s rbymes, ausiere,
at long intervals returning,

sing in the mind, not in the ear.

A man of faithful thought may feel
in light, among the beasts and fields,

the turning of the wheel.

Fall of the year:

at evening a frail mist

rose, glowing tn the rain.

The dead and unborn drew near
the fire. A song, not mine,
stuttered in the flame.



The Dance

T'would bave each couple turn,
Jotn and unfoin, be lost

in the greater turning

of otber couples, woven

tn the circle of the dance,

the song of long time flowing

over them, so they may return,
tum again in to themselves

out of the desitre greater than their own,

belonging to all, 1o each,
to the dance, and o the song
that moves them through the night.

What is fidelity? To what

does it bold? The point

of departure,or the turning road
that is departure and absence
and the way home? What we are
and what we were once

are far estranged. For those
who would not change, Nme

is infidelity. But we are married
unt] death, and are betrothed
to change. By silence, so,

I learn my song. Tearn

my sunny fields by absence, once
and to come. And I love

as I love the dance that brings you
ot of the multitude

in which you come and go.

Love changes, and in change 1s true.

Thomas Merton interpredng Eberbard Arnold
in THOMAS MERTON IN ATASKA

..wereally do experience in oursefves at the
sarne tme as the power of Christ, the power of
the cross to create community. We find in
ourselves everything that goes against commu-
nity, and we have to be completely aware of this
fact. We are and we are not communal people.
Itis @ken for granted that we are all really
sociable. Butwe are and we aren't We are also
weak and selfish, and there is in us this struggle
berween rust and mistrust, where we all believe
and don't believe. We trust other people and we
distrust other people. We are, in other words,
hull of ambivalence, and we must take this into
account. We assume that we are pertectly open

Dorothy Day, THE LONG LONELIINESS

We cannot love God

unless we love each other,

and to love

we must know each other.

We know Him

in the breaking of bread,

and we know each other

in the breaking of bread,

and we are not alone anymore.
Heaven is a banquet

and life is a ba , 00,

even with a crust,

where there is companionship.

We bave all known

the long loneliness

and we bave learned that

the only solution 1s love

and that love comes with community.
[tall happened
while we sat there
rlking,
and

it is still
going
on

Genevieve Cassani, SSND

When we live together with people we have strong feelings of
rebellion against them, we really rise up against them. This has to
be understood. What we tend to do is to deny this, repress it
we don't like to face it Butwe just have to face the fact thac
sometmes we get darned mad at people, we get worked up
about it and we do our best not to show it, but there jtis. You

and wustng and therkaudidenks esendiscusiesthats 621 405zannot pessiblydive gmrssistddin malistcallp waless you realize

we aren't.

that this is going on all the tme.



COMMUNITY AND GRACE

Virginia: Mary Beth, as you were speaking I
was thinking it really is true that community is a very
abscure thing, or can be. At times it really does happen
at a level of our lives that we don't have immediate
access 0. Or that we see only in retrospect, as Jerry was
saying about his experience this past Christmas. Some-
times its only as we look back that we see how much
community was part of who we were able to be, or
sustained us in who we are. Yet at the time we probably
feel we’re in a temrible wresiling match with it

It makes me thunk that as much as commmunity is
the place where they have to take you in; that sometimes
what makes it work is it's a place we can’t get away
from, that holds us to a process that we would otherwise
avoid. There is a point when each of us, if we could
walk away, probably would. I think sametimes we are
held by a commitment 0 something outside ourselves
that 15 strong enough to hold us there. But sometimes we
are only held by sheer physical necessity, or the weight
of our emotional history. Something less than generosity.

Marcy Louis: In anything important there has to
be some suffecing. That’s part of the work we do, of
who we are, and it's part of community. It's rea), it's

The Round Table

alive, it's 2 human dimension. But I think the suffering
js what binds us iogether, the working if ovt and sull
being there.

Jerry: A notion I have aboul community is that
tt is to call people to holiness. The news is full of stacjes
about sick priests, so it's not the greatest time to be a
priest but lots of us who are sick priests have not had
very good community and many of us have never
allowed ourselves o be well, never allowed ourselves the
luxuries of taking care of ourselves. Even though church
law says you get a cerizin number of days for vacation
and retreal, no one really monitors that. I think when
Irenaeus said the glory of God is God’s people fully
alive it means people who in our materialistic, fast-
paced world have time to develop a life of the spint. [
think real communities challenge people 1o do that, at
least as much as they challenge people 10 reach out
beyond themselves. In our world | would say if we were
going 1o err, it has to be toward being more contempla-
tive or quiet, more one with the Spirit and one with each
other. I saw a lot of people, some of them good friends
of mine, who started out wantingto change the world,
and now they're not well. They’ve gotten bitter and
cynical. Some are dead, some from stress. One thing
communities have to do in our world is give people
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space and permission to be.

Marty: I have a question. How do your commu-
nities challenge you? Do your feel that your communi-
(ies chailenge you?

Virginia: I think that it goes in cycles. That
there are times as a community when we are confident
enough of each other that challenge is possible in a
communal context. When that happens it comes out of
happiness. It has happened in a full commuaity context,
far more it happens is in individual conversations and
relationships. But we have also had some really stunning
conversations over the years where as a community we
have really profoundly challenged each other. T probably
can count them on one hand, and they have all come out
of times of deep happiness. Some have been challenges
of our commibment to each other, others of how we
relate to the guesis.

Mary Louis and Jerry have mentioned one of the
things I’ve found really painful. It has o do, T think,
with getting older. Our community bas changed radically
any number of times over the years and I think what I’ve
conie to recognize is because of that there is a sense in
which the Worker cannot be my primary community.
There is no knowing who will be there five years from
now, or how we’ll be togetber. After I’ve known other

Karen House Catholic Worker 314.621.4052 www.karenhousecw.org
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people for decades, they inevitably in some way are
more my community than someone who will move into
the Worker next year. So it seems these people can be
community for me in one way, but not in the very
deepest way. Maybe ultimately we never choose who is
going to be our community in this way, but we discover
it Or try to discover it. Still 115 painfu). There is a sense
in which after having a primary community for 15 years,
I now don’t have one.

Mary Louis: I think community needs every-
body to be focussed on these questions. Nat particularly
with answers, but with gquestions. T don’t think we can
have answers. T think its a challenge being older to see
what God is asking of me at this age now. Where is my
service to the poor? Sometimes its not out there as much
as it is around us in our community.

Bill: 1 think community is kind of the ground
around which a seed can push To grow you need
something you can push against, 1o find out who you
are. I'm engaged to be married, which is a new commu-
nity. Partly I feel that I want to be rooted with 2
particular person rather than with a lot of people coming
and going. With one person you can grow together in a
way that you can’t if you're with someone different all
the time. But being married doesn’t guarantee (hat
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either. Nor would being a community that was com-
pletely stable. There is some kind of mix of the gospel
in this. You could have good friends for decades, but
after a2 while that could be dead. They couwd no longer
know bow to challenge on another or Jove one another
very well. There is sornething about openness or hon-
esty, as well.

Mary Beth: And there is something aboulgrace

Marty: I was going to say the same thing, The
grace is there, no question about it. Each time we hit a
point where we think we’ve already gone through this so
many times that when one person opens their mouth you
can almost finish the sentence....

Mary Beth: You can almost start the sentence!

Marty: And you get over that, like a family,
and start 1o love people because they are who they are.
There is no question thst we have grown as a group
because of the ability to be open to grace, and being
willing to ask for it As I said, for us the day of

recollection and the retreat have become sacrosanct
Eight couples who have a million things to do, and yet
we always make that the highest prionity. At each
meeting there is always a time of prayer. I leave know-
ing there had been sowe grace, that the Lord has come
in and infused us with ... T don’t know how to explain
it

Mary Beth: It is a simple fact that we could oot
be where we are as a community without it. What you
said, Virginia, reminded me about losses thal are so
much a part of life in community. But that’s true of life,
not just commuuity. In 3 way life is a series of losses.
I don’t want to sound cynical. So 1 see changes in our
community that we experience as losses and failures and
struggles, yet there is something very precious about the
love that we share. And it seems very clear that we
didn’t construct it ourselves. I think that’s what I mean

by grace.
+

There will be no poor among you..,

If only you will obey the voice of Yahweh your God...

You shall not harden your heart or shut your hand against your poor,
but you shall open your hand to them...

—Deuteronomy 15

The Round Table
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DOROTHY DAY ON COMMUNITY

Following are some sellections, chosen by Ellen Rehg, from the writings of Dorothy Day on comununity. Although
many people today may conceive of communiry as a place 10 be prorected from the ills of the world or from people who
think differently from us, for Dorothy the opposite was true. For her, “commumniry™ meant community with the poor, the
menially and physically ill, the ungrateful and medicated as well as with those of sound mind and body. In short,
community was the experience of the mystical body of Christ [t came about as the result of seeing Christ in everyone,

especially the least.

The selections begin wirh a description of the “collecrivization of misery” in the city shelter, where the poor are
merely warehoused. Other passages describe the nitty griry day-to-day difficulties of living owt the copunand lo treat

everyone as Christ.

One afternoon last month we went up to the
Municipal Lodging House of the City of New York and
looked =2t the Jargest bedroom in the worid there. The
seventeen beds in a row, the eight rows stretching way
oul to the very end of a pier, two-tiered beds at that,
were a grim sight, the collectivization of misery.

The huge vats of stew stirred with a remendous
Jadle only emphasized the ugly state which the world js
in today. Every night the men stand out on Twenty-fifth
Sueet in long lines and are husued throvgh, calalogued,
ticketed, staroped with the seal of approval, fed in a
rush, and passed on to the baths, the doctor, the beds, all
with 2 gnm efficiency which gave tes{imony to the
length of time this need has existed for the mass care of
the iropoverished.

The attendant who showed us around told of
how the lame, the halt, and the blind who were being
boused at the “Muni” were transported in a bus 10 a
place which the Salvaition Army runs for such men
where they can sit inside all day out of the wind and
rain. But what about Catholic provision for such men?
There is none. Oh, for parish Houses of Hospitality!

If the largest bedroom in the world was a sad
sight the women’s dormitory was even sadder. At one
end of it there were beds with hitlle cribs by the side of
them for women with babies. But women know that if
they are forced to accept the hospitality of the city, their
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older children will be taken away and only infants left to
them, 50 not many of ther go there. Our escort told us
of a family which had come in the night before. The
family had been evicted, and the mother was so sick she
had to be carted off 1o the hospital, and the man, the old
grandmother, and the three children had to go to the city
for relief. The older children were taken to the Children’s
Aid and the baby left with the grandmotber. And what
must have been the thoughts of the mother lying in the
hospital, wondering where her mother, her children and
her husband were spending the night? What but thoughts
of hatred and despair that such cruelty and inhumanity
can exist loday.

-- Februsry 1534

Actually, we here at the Catholic Worker did
not slart these soup lines ourselves, Years ago, Joho
Griffin, one of the men from the Bowery who moved in
with us, was giving out clothes, and when they ran out
he began sitting the petitioners down to a hot cup of
coffee or a bowl of soup~whatever we had. By word of
mouth the news spread, and one afler another they came,
forming Jines (during the Depression) which stretched
around the block. The loaves and fishes had to be
multiplied to take care of it, and everyone contributed,
food, money and space.

The Round Table



All volunteers who come, priests and lay peogple,
nons aud college students, have warked on that line and
felt the satisfaction of manual labor, beginning ta do
without, themselves, to share with others, and a more
intense desire to change the social order that leaves men
hungry and homeless. The work is as basic as bread. To
sit down several times a day together is community and
growth in the knowledge of Christ “They knew Him in
the breaking of bread.”

‘We have said these things many times in the
pages of The Catholic Worker, but it is to reassure these
dear friends that I write this again. Perhaps it is easier
for a woman to understand than a mapn. Because no
matter what catastrophe has occurred or bangs over-
head, she has 1o go on with the business of living. She
does the physical things and so keeps a balance. No
longer does the man sit as a judge at the gate, as in the
Old Testament where the valiant woman is portrayed.
Now there 1s neither bond nor free, Greek nor Hebrew,
male nor female--we are a Jinle nearer o the heavenly
kingdom when men, as well as women, are fecding the
hungry. It is real action as well as symbolic action. It is
walking in the sieps of Jesus when He fed the multitude
on the bills, and when He prepared the fire and the fish
on the shore. He 10ld us 1o do i He did it Himself.
--December 1969

It everyone were holy and handsome, with “alter
Christus” shining ia oeon lighting from them, it would
be easy to see Christ in everyone. [€ Mary bad appeared
in Bethlehem clothed, as St. John says, with the sun, a
crown of twelve stars an her head, and the moon under
her feet, then peaple would have fought to make room
for her. But that was not God's way for her, nor is it
Christ’s way for Himself, now when He is disguised
under every type of humanity that treads the earth.

To see how far one realizes this, it is a good

The Round Table

thing o ask houestly what you would do, or have done,
when a2 beggar asked at your house for food. Would
you-or did you~give it on an old cracked plate, thinking
that was good enough? Do you think that Martha and
Mary thought that the old and chipped dish was good
eaough for their guest?

In Christ’s human life, there were always a few
who made up for the neglect of the crowd. The shep-
herds did it; their hurrying to the crib atoned for the
people who would flee from Christ. The wise men did it
their journey across the world made up for those who
refused to stir one hand’s breadth from the routine of
their lives to go to Christ. Even the gifts the wise men
brought have in themselves an obscure recompense and
atonement for what would follow later in this Child’s
life. For they brought gold, the king’s emblem, to make
up for the crown of thorns that he would wear; they
offered incense, the symbol of praise, 10 make up for the
mockery and the spitung; they gave Fhm myrrh, 10 beal
and soothe, and he was wounded from head to foot and
no one bathed His wounds. The women at the foot of the
Cross did it too, making up for the csowd who stood by
and sneered.

‘We can do il too, exacily as they did. We are
not born too late. We do it by seeing Christ and serving
Chnist in friepds and strangers, in everyone we come in
conlact witb.

All this can be proved, if proof is needed, by the
doclrines of the Church. We can talk about Christ’s
Mystical Body, about the vine and the branches, asbout
the Coramunion of Saints. But Christ Himself has proved
it for us, and no one has to go further than that For He
said that a glass of water given to a beggar was given
to Him. He made heaven hinge on the way we act
toward Him in His disguise of commoaoplace, frail,
ordinary humanity.

+
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FROM KAREN HOUSE

by Katrina and Jim Plato

We wanted to write this article because, as
some of you already know, we have decided to leave the
Catholic Worker community in St. Louis and 1o move o
a Catholic Worker farm in Chehalis, Washington. This
has been a difficult decision to make because our entire
history, both as a couple and as a family, is rooted in St.
Louis. We have experienced coramunity here as single
pcople, as a married couple and as parents.

We thank the community for making it possible
for us to remain part of the Catholic Worker as a
family. It has not been easy. Tensions have arisen within
us as we have had to relinquish responsibilities at Karen
House in order o care for our children. We have also
struggled with our growing financial needs as a family
and our commitment to a simple lifestyle, The commu-
nity has been an extended family in accepting us for
who we are and in respecting us within the ambiguity of
our changing roles in communiry. We have been af-
firmed as parents and as a family,

Mark Scheu told us that we are being coura-
geous in this move. We don’t fee]l particularly coura-
geous. This is a move we believe we need lo make
because of our desire to remain within an intentional
Catholic Worker comumunity. We hope that a rural
community will be the spiritual enpvirooment in which
we can continue 1o raise our children to acquire a
critical and discerning eye toward the predominant val-
ues of our culture.

A couple of years ago, a friend of the commu-
nity told us that the Tacoma Catholic Worker was
altempling to start a farm. Since then we have been in
contact with the community on Bethlehem Fanm and this
winter, after much prayer and conversatiou, we decided
to move there. The farm offers a pace and work that are
more suitable to our family, we believe, than wvrban
Catholic Workers.

We will be joining family of six: Dean, Karen
and thejr four children; and Mark Benjamin, who is
from the Noonday Catholic Worker farm in Massachu-

setts. We make this move aware that Catholic Worker
farm experiments are often unsuccessful, but we go in
faith.

Bethlehem Farm offers hospitality both to home-
less people and to retreatants. The farm sells milk and
may sell raspberries and blackberries next season. The
community sponsors monthly Fclfowship of Reconcilia-
tion meetings and hopes to develop a peace and justice
library for the Jocal community. Katen is schooling their
older daughter, Jessica, at home with the support of a
local homeschooling network, and this is something we
want to look into for our children Dean and Karen work
part time away from the farm, Karen with Headstart and
Dean jp outreach with a state-funded HIV program.
Mark helps with the farm and 1s involved with Jocal
environmental concems.

Upon our arrival, we will focus much of our
energy ou developing commuuity. The exact narure of
our participation in the work of the farm won’t be
determined until sometime later. Jim hopes to learn horse
farming with Dean. OQur dream is 1o farm organically.
Katrina hopes to create an art studio where she can
continve art therapy with the guests and the children. We
plan to continue offering hospitality so our family. re-
mains open to others as God calls us.

Our sense of communily and mission has devel-
oped through our friendships in St. Louis. We will
remember the love, support and affirmation we have
received.

As we move on, we welcome Mitch McGee o
Karen House. Milch was an active worker at the Cass
House Catholic Worker community. We are delighted
that he is retuning to St. Louis after a sojourn in Fort
Scott, Kansas. He wil] bring new strength and energy 10
Karen House. He has a wonderful laugh and is blessed
with the added virtue of being from Mionesota.

If anyone wants to offer a one-rime donation 10
this neww Catholic Worker cormununity, gifts can be made
out to Bethlehem Farm, S08 Coal Creek Road, Chehalis,
WA 98532. +

Katrina and Jim Plato, Katrina, Jim and their children, Benjamin and Abraham, are just now beginning to pack
for their joumney. They bave been good friends to many at Karen House. We wish them well, but we will miss them.
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FROM LATIN AMERICA

by Mary Dutcher

“In the end 1t is the reality of personal relation-
ships that saves everything.” Do you remembes these
words (rom Thomas Merton’s Letter to a Young Activ-
ist?

Well, they ring in the mind of this aging activist
as [ reflect on all the interpersonal cannections that exist
benwveen folks in St Loujs and folks in the parish of
Bocana de Paiwas in central Nicaragua. For me, these
relationships form a patiern rich in meaning.

Jim Feltz, a North American who used to bhe
pastor of the parish,-studied at St Louis University and
ouce taught at the old McBride High School. Father
Enrique Blandon is a native Nicaraguan who was re-
cently appointed pastor of the parish. He travelled through-
out the United States in the early 1980°s, talking about
the hope brought by the Sapdanista revolution ang the
need to change United States policy toward Nicaragua.
I remember how at a pouuck at the old Cass Catholic
Worker House he urged me 10 come to Nicaragua and
how I explained o him 1ihat I covid not travel to
Nicaragua because there was too rouch work to do here
in the” United States. And then I ended up living in
Nicaragva for most of that decade!

Sharon McMullen said the words that always
sialed best how it was 1 decided to go to Nicaragua. She
said, “I1t’s only one of the places in the world where the
Gospel is happening mosl jntepsely right now.” She
herself travelled to Bocana de Paiwas with a Witness for
Peace delegation that included Teka Childress late in
1985. How is it that God arranged that of all the places
in Nicaragua lo visjt, St. Louisians kept getting sent o
that parish?

When 1 think of the old Cass House T remember
Brother Camilius Defresene, a Christian Brother Provin-
cial living out in LaSalle, Missouri, wha helped us
acquire some huge cooking pols when we opened Cass
House io 1979. We used those pots for years on the
soupline. Camillus had already been in Nicaragua a long
time when I arrived for the first time at the end of 1983,
and he is still there. His present work includes [oaking
after the Maryknoll House in Managua.

Randy Kehler—remember when the Nuclear
Weapons Freeze Campaign had "its Natjonal Clearing-
house in St. Louis and he was the c¢o-ordinator?—came
twice to visit in Nicaraguz and made fast (lmeaning both
rapid and strong) friendships with people there. 1 remem-
ber how he and his wife, Betsy, sent half of their resisted
tax money to help with reconstruction afier Hurricane
Joan in 1988 destroyed Mulukuky, the northermmost
village of the Paiwas parish. When the United States
government seized their house a couple of years ago, the
people of Mulukuku said, “Tell them to move down
here—we have to rebuild 205 houses, anyway. We’ll
just build one more for them!”

Closer 1n time and intensity, I remember David
Bele, pastor of Marvin Park United Methodist Church,
first coming in 1988 just a few months before the
hurricane, with another of those Witness for Peace
delegations with St. Louisians that seemed invariably to
get sent o the Paiwas parish. (Remember, if you are
tempted 10 eschew the cluster of meaning I see bere, that

Mary Dutcher, will return to Boston this Septernber to complete a Masters in Religious Studies and her second

year of novitiate with the Religious of the Sacred Heart
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(hds is the same parish where Virginia Druhe was sent as
a Wilness for Peace long term teamn member to drive the
ambulance.)

Anyway, David Belt has returned many times
since the hurricane to help with reconstruction. Due in
great part to his efforts, the parish is now in a covenant
relationships with the Easterm Missouri Conference of
the United Methodist Church. David himself “bears in
his own body” lesticzony of his commitment, having
been bospitalized last November for the malaria some
mosquito was unkind enough to bite him with last
Avgust in Mulukuku.

And then there are the faithful, faithful families
of the “Three Families” delegation—also known as the
“Jim” delegation—composed of the Jim Brauner, Jim
Reming and Jim McGinnis famijies. They first visited
Mvlukuku in Christrnas 1989 and were there when
Sisters Maureen Courtney and Teresa Rosales were
killed in an ambush in the adjoining parish. They
promiosed to help the organized women of Mulukuku
and 1o make a return visit in three years. They have been
faithful to both promises.

For me, all the interpersonal con-
nections that exist between folks in
St. Louis and folks in the parish of

Bocana de Paiwas form a pattern
rich in meaning.

In January of this year they travelled 10 Mulukuku
to dedicate the women’s center and healih clinic that had
been constructed with funds raised by them in the Mania
Luisa Ortiz support group in St Louis. The group also
installed a swing set and jungle gym behind the schoal,
which meant very much to the people of Mulukuku, who
saw it as a symbol of hope for the future-—that their
children would not be “slaves to work™ as they has been,
but rather would have an opportunity for recreation and
education. One man said, “I pray to God that when these
gringos amive to heaven God will grant them a golden
chair (o rest in for al) the good they’ve done here—or
beuter yet, a golden hammock!”

It is these kinds of incidents that make me
believe that Merton was gght about it ultimately being
personal relationships that save everythiing. Certainly in
the situation of Mulukukuy, it has been these relation-
ships that have offered the people the most concrete
instances of eoduring hope. On a systemic level, things
are falling apart-in- Nicaragua. If you want to hear a
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harrowing story, ask someone from the three familics to
tell you about the ten-bour trip from Managua to
Mulukuku over and through mud holes the size of a
small lake. The road repair company refuses to work
there anymore after their engineer was robbed of 2]l the
workers’ salaries and bis own clothing on the road a few
months ago. Unemployment in Njcaragva is around
65%, so banditry—aligned or not with political canses,
as the case may be—has become the accupation of
choice (or should I say necessity?) of many.

As the local government heallh ceater ceascs to
function, it is Dorothy Granada in the clinic funded by
people of good will in St Louis who offers the only
available health care in the area. I think not only Thomas
Merton, but also Peter Maurin, are happy with these
people of St Louijs and what they have done with the
principle of personalism. +
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FROM LITTLE HOUSE

by Mary Ann McGivern, S.L.

This past Eastes, Elijab was baptized at Holy
Trinity Church. I think baptism of his daughter last year
moved him to get serious about his own church member-
ship. Joe Stortz from Boys” Hope and I were both at
Elijah’s baptism, rejoicing together that Elijah is a
grown man

Elijah got into a theological quagmire during the
pracess of religious instructions. Oue teacher wanted the
catechumens 1o describe their persopal experience of
Jesus as savior and the question sturaped Elijah. He was
telling me and I said, trying to be helpful, “Well, if your
wife Susan were in the hospital, would you pray to God
to save her?”

“I suppose s0,” Elijah said, "but really, I’d be
trying to check out how good her doctor was,”

T agreed. At that point I realized that I certainly
dida’t want to teach Elijah to be a signs-and-wonders
Catholic, and I fell to thinking about the Catholic
community that has purtured him since he was nine
years old and came to Karen House with his mother and
two older brothers.

/

We’re not overtly Catholic. Boys' Hope made
him go to church on Sunday, but only his bodily
presence was required, not his assent [ tired to invite
him to church when he was borae, and he usually came
on Christmas; but he was leery of the long Easter Vigijl
and other Supdays he slept in. He kept telling me, “If
they didn’t make me go to church, maybe I'd go.”

But both Boys® Hope and the Catbolic Worker
are overtly community, Body-of-Christ community. You
don’t have to pass an orthodoxy test to work with us;
but you must be willing to bear the other’s burden, to
share your riches, 1o seek justice, whether or not your
actions promise to be effective. And you must be willing
o be a fool, willing 1o be publicly wrong sometimes.
These are some of the elements of the community Elijah
has been able 1o take for granted for the past 15 years.

T thought about this and I said to him, “Maybe
it's not the idea of God that makes you waot to be a
Catholic but your experience of God’s community.”

“Yeah,” he said. “I think that’s {t.”

Mary Ann McGivern, SL, and the St. Louis Economic Conversion Project hosted three members of the Maoscow city

council on a visit to St Louis this past May.
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by Kris Dennis

One of my daily tasks is to sift through the mail
addressed to Karen House. Included in the mail is all of
those wonderful, thoughtful Catholic publications. To be
honest, before I took over the task of sorting them, I
never really read them. Now I find myself studying them
every Monday afternoon while taking house.

Recently I’ve seen many articles addressing the
issue of the canonization Dorothy Day. I fear this for
several reasons.

It’s not that T believe Dorothy doesn’t deserve
sainthood. Her faith in God and the lives of the people
she encountered is inspirational. The impact of the
movement that she and Peter Maurin created has lasted
for 60 years. The call to conversion has raised many
souls. The comfort brought to thousands of people
through the practical administration of the works of
mercy is miraculous. These are wonderful reasons for
declaring someone a saint. However, Dorothy herself
denied being called a saint, saying, "don’t dismiss me
that easily.”

I believe what Dorothy was trying to communi-
cate in this slaterpent is that we are all given the grace
of God. It is this grace that enables us to care for one
another. The wiracles and visions usually attmbuted to
saints are realized because of those persons’ faith con-
version. We are all called 10 se¢ Christ in one another.
Dorothy is one person who realized that fact, which
exists'in all our souls. It shoulda’t require a declaration
of sainthood for us to be called to conversion.

In Raobert Coles book, Dorothy Day: A Radical
Devotioa, Dorothy states:

“T have sat downstairs for hours with friendly
people who tell us how wonderful we are; and [ don’t teil
them they are wropg: it would be rude o say so.
Anyway, iU’s oot a matter of right or wrong, of devils or
saints—and we’ve been called both lots of times. The
real issve is what we are trying to do here. Do we
understand our intentions well enough 10 explain them to
others? That is an important question for us. We are all
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suppased to be teachers to each other.”

By canonizing Dorothy we lose an important
part of CatholicWorker philosophy, which is not to ook
to just one individual for inspiration, but to-look to every
life around us. Dorothy used the pronouns, “we and us,”
lastead of “I and me,” for a reason. Ta live 1n commu-
nity with each other we must recognize Christ in each
other. Christ was called Teacher, so we t00, should call
each other Teacher.

If we don’t see Dorothy as a saint, then what do
we see her as? I see her as a person of faith literally
tiving the Gospel.

I'm not a scholar of Canon lLaw, so I don’t
know what the requirements for sainthood are. 1 do
know, that when I was confirmed, that I was called o
receive the Holy Spint, and follow in Chnst’s footsteps.
Dorothy was called 1o do the same, and did. If (hat is
sainthood, we are atl called 1o be sawnls. +

Kirxis Depnis, Karen House communilty member, begins work on a degree in secondary education this Fall at

Southern Illinois Unuversity at Edwardsville.
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The St. Louis Catholic Worker Community now
celebrates Mass at 8:00pm on Tuesday evenings.
Please join us in the chapel at Karen House,

The Ropnd Table is the quarterly journa) of Catholic Worker life and thought in St. Louis. Subscriptions are free.
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are encouraged; we'll print as many as space permils.
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