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Why This Issue?

While many people in the U.S. and in Saint Louis are now rightly concermed about terrorism and how to respond to
it, it seems o me that this issue’s focus on the global economy retains a crucial importance,

I bave heard many people speak of us Americans as living in “a bubble,” that is, until Septemnber 1[th. Many of us
are now doing crash courses in Islam, U.S. policy in the Middle East, and the varieties of terrorism. All this 3510 the
good, if we realize the vast power and influence the U.S. government angd our corporations wield a)) over the world.

Hence, the continued relevance of the globa) economy in the changed political Jandscape since September. We must
find ways to educste others and ovrselves aboul the growing disparity between rich and poor, which is a result of
these global economic decisions and arrangements.

In thisissve, Teka Childress retmeves some of the teachings and resources of the Catholic Worker Movement, which
cap help us in responding creatively 1o the many local, national, and global issues we face. Peter Maurin and
Dorothy Day articulated a visionp and championed specific praciices that can be an energizing alternative to the
Americap lifestyle of materialism and consumption. Mary Aun McGovern reflects on how the global ecopomy has
affected Saint Lovis jobs and manufacturing. As in so many pressing issues, it’s not that we lack solutions or evep
money: iU’s a matier of poliical will. Genevieve Cassini offers a helpful guide to the powers of the Interparional
Monetary Fund and Worsld Bank, which can go so far as to privatize water. Suzanne Renard examines many issues
related to the globalization of the economy, from the domination by transnational corporations to the costs of the car
culture. Finally, Sarah Heyman profiles the courageous resistance of Rodolfo Montiel to the destruction of Mexican
forests. Michelle Bom, Tany Hilkin, Mary Ann McGivern and Barb Prosser round out the issue with our regular
columns.

Two quotations summarize the challenges we face. First, from an Argentinean businessman Enrique Pescamorna:
"Asians work nwenty hours a day for eighty dollars a month. [f I want to compete, I have to turn to them. It's a
globalized world. The Filipino girls in our offices in Hong Koog are always willing. There are no Saturdays or
Sundays. If they have to work several days straight without sleeping, they do it, and they don’t get overtime and
don't ask for a thing.” Second, from Saint Augustine: “Hope has rwo beautiful daughcers. Their names are anger and
courage: anger at the way things are, and courage to see that they do not rermain the way they are.”

Front cover art by Jeff Finnegan, centerfold by Bill Relg, SJ --Mark Chmiel

The centerfold is a pictorial representation of the global gap benveen rich and poor nations. The solid line running
across the globe represents the GNP of each country, while the dotted line represents the external debt of each
country. The natiops are listed either below or above the map, and the points on the line correspond (o the name of
the nation they are closest to. For examgle, Honduras, the fifth name from the Jefi, corresponds to the fifth point from
the left (be sure to note that Argentina is listed above and is the secoad name from the left). As you can see, Hondu-
ras' GNP is very low compared with its external debt, represented by the fifih point from the lefi on the dotied line.
The situation is reversed for the following name, the USA, {sixth name and point from sthe lef). There the GNP
skyrockets almost as high as Honduras' debt, and s debt plummelts almost as low as Honduras' GNP.
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Faith and Resistance

by Teka Childress

"“Happiness waits at the Stuff Mart. All you need is
lots. . . more . . . stult.” These words from a little song
might be familiar to those with small children. I heard
them on a Veggie Tales video about Madam Blueberry,
while 1 was hanging out with Gabriel and Anna Rehg-
Miller one Sunday morming. Poor Madam Blueberry
doesn’tknow what1o do. Sheis so blue because ber things
are not as nice as those of her neighbors. Two visitors
from the newly built, nearby Stuff Mart come to her res-
cue. They promise her that happiness 1s waiting right out-
side her very window at the Sruff Mart. She joyfully skips
over 10 the new store and literally stuffs her basket with
every goodie she finds there. Unforunately, or pechaps
forrunately, the things she finds there do not bring her
happiness, but cause her tree house home 10 1opple aver.

The moral of this children’s tale can be aptly applied
to tne global economy. While the global economy will
creare lots more stuff and move it effectively (if not justly)
around the world, it will not ultimately bring happiness
to the world’s people nor will it be good for the namral
world itself. Mary Ann McGivem's definition of global-
1zation 1 sitmply “capitalism’s domination of the world.”
Advecates of a global economy, such as corporate lead-
ers and members of the global trade bureaucracy, boast
thar $250 billion more will be produced in the expanded
world economy due to the establishiment of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and the passage of the Gen-
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). They argue
that the benefits of this expansion will eventually affect
everyone. In The Case against the Global Economy, Jerry
Mander points out, though, thit while these advocates
{who also happen to be beneficiaries) of the global
economy, aré happy because they are being given free
reign through deregulation and new free-uwade rules to
carry out their policies, these are the same policies that

have failed for decades. He argues that they have acrually
produced many of the problems of poverty and environ-
mental destruction we have today.

The poverty created by the global economy is well
known by these who have experienced it, such as resi-
dents of indebted countries who have been victims of
enforced Stucmral Adjustment Programs. Even some in
the United States have been poverry victims of the global
economy: those who can no longer find a job paying much
beyond minimurn wage because jobs previously available
to them are being doae by Third World peoples at a frac-
tion of the costto cornpanies. This movement of compa-
nies to places where Jabor is cheap and environmental
standards are minimal allows those companies 1o reap
greater profits at the expense of the workers and the envi-
ronment. Thus, the economic decisions of the last several
decades have led to a greater gulf between the rich and
the poor. This is the problem with “trickle dewn™ eco-
nomics where lots of wealth and power are given 10 a few
with the thought that their vse of it will evertually help
the many. As Ellen Rehg, writer and editor for The Round
Table, used 1o point out, wealth might trickle down, but
i’s just that, a trickle, thar comes down. What unform-
nately does not seem to trickle down, but pours down, is
the environmental destruction cavsed by econormic growih
that is driven by “'free” market forces with no respect for
the social costs and consequences. In order to expand
rapidly, and produce more sroff, we use greater amounts
of un-renewable resources at an ever-increasing rate while
pollutng our earth beyond what it will be able to bear.
The dangers of this can be seen in, among other things,
the alarming signs pointing to global warming.

Other problemns have grown with the globalization of
the economy. A very serious one is the subversion of
democratic processes due to new rules and power struc-

Teka Childress has moved a2 couple of blocks from Karen House to be part of the Dorathy Day Co-Housing
Community described in Mary Ann McGivern's From Little House.
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tures that are being established and controtled by un-
clected trade bureaucrats. These coles and sbuclures su-
persede local govemments and long-siniven for and
tard-won enviranmental and 1abos proteciions. Further-
more, the glabzal economy offers an unprecedented ho-
mogenization of cultures with McDonalds being estab-
lished in countcy after cavnury. Other serious dangers
of the global market include (he loss of conuol over
such elemeatal necessities as our food supply and its
safety, and aur access (a tiealtheare.

[n the pucsuic ta create more wealth and o give in
lo the temprations of matenalism, we have simply in-
verted what should be our real values and allowed things
10 be more important than people. [n contrast to this, a
personalistis called to do just the oppasile, to put people
ahead of things. Goods are goods because they enhance
human tife. So 1tis a personalist’s Juty to resist the evils
of globalization that do not enhance humaa life.

The beauty of the Personalism, which both Peter
Maurin and Dorothy Day advocated, is thatit gets back
10 the proper ordering of our relationstups with God,
with one another and with the eacth. [t sees each person
as ureplaceable because of their very personhood, a ce-
(lzction of the person of God, imbued with Cheist, able

10 be Godlike ia loving and it sees the narural world as

part of creation given by God. It advocates a different
way of ardering life and living it than the lure of this cul-
ture and ecanauty. Peter Mauria’s three-point program of
Clanficauon of Thought, Houses of Hospitality, and the
Greea Revolution are all essential extensions of Person-
alism that offer an altecuative to the evils of globaliza-
Ltion.

With the admoninon ta clarify our thinking, we are
encouraged to vndersaand, analyze and narme the realiries
of our times. Thus is especially called for when the effects
of globalization and the myriad struggles in the world
can simply numb us. It is essenual to clarify the ways in
which we are panticipating in thiogs harmful o others
and the earth and 1o sirive (0 avold and resist these chings.

Further, the praclice of bving in Houses of Hospital-
ity offers us the greatest antidote ta the lure of the suc-
cesses promused by unregulated capitalism. By living with
folks who are victims of the system, we ¢can uaderstand it
from their perspective 1n a way we nevee could if we did
not know and love them. Also. we can refuse to accept
the common wisdom offered by globaljzation that we are
ultimately on our own in our responsibilily 1o survive.

And finally, Peter was peophetic in his cafl fora Green
Revolution, even thaugh this is perbaps the part of fus
progcam thac the Cacholic Worker, as a whole, has done
least well in implementiag. (This is not to be oustaken
with the "‘Green Revolution’ undenaken by corporate agri-
business). Far we are losing cantrol over the food we ear,
seeming to have less and less ta say abouc how and where
it was produced and with what praocesses and chemicals
and with what kind of l1abor. We've lost oug sense of sea-
sons and the rhyrlun of nalnre that are so essential o a
good life. And so. resistance 1o the evils of globaljzation
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must include a love of the earth and a¥ that that mviles us
to.

[n addition to the three elements of Peler Mayra's
program, several other traditions have beca umporant as-
pects of the Catholic \Warker and i1s praciice of personal-
ism and oftec help in the resisiance 1o the desmructiveness
of capitalism. Especially relevant 10 this discussion of
resiscance to the evils of globalizanon is the importance
of €aith, the cenulity of communicy, the need for non-
violeat acvism and, the call 1o voluntary poverty. Dor-
othy saw prayer, and actually, daily communion. as es-
sential 10 her abihry 1o live a Chstian life. For those of
us who see ourselves as Christian personalists, prayers
helps us (o remain close 1 God and beuwer able (0 Keep
the vision of Christ in one another, which Dorothy be-
lieved we could only maintain as a mattet of faith. Espe-
cially in our harmied world, we can get s0 easily decailed
from this path. Tt is (aith, payer and vision that keep us
from getung lost

In The Long Loneliness, Dorothy wrnites, ““We have
all knoswn the long loneliness and we have leamed (hac
the only solution 1s love and that love comes with cam-
munity.” Having a vision of God beiag n gue angther,
and of our being bouud together m community, (s one af
the mosc radical ways (a resist the global order today,
which can so easily pit vs against one another. [t 1s the
reason we, in the St, Lauis Cathalie Worker, have formed
a co-housing community with some of our former guests
and famuilies. We are centing aparuments with some of
them nearby Karen House and are sharing prayer, meals,
and resoucces, hoping to garden, and offering tutoring and



after-schoot activiues for the children. 1n this world, where
so many people live on the edge, we must remember that
we are one body and if any of us suffers, we all suffer.
Amnd so, wehave come together to share our joys and sor-
rosws and our resources to provide a better life for al) of
us.

Activism has been at the hean of the Catholic Worker
vision and was especially embodied by Dorothy Day
throughout her life. The evils of globalizarion call for a
variety of activist responses from the our daily decisions
and purchases we make to our protests of the IMF and
World Bank. The ways we participate in the global
econorny ¢all for a lot of clarification of thought, but as
personalists our guiding principle must always be the sa-
credness of each person. We musrt consider this both in

what we buy and in the way we protest. Thus, nonvio-
lence is a key component of personalism and our dchv-
ism. It ig importam in caling us forth 1o resist struetwal
violence and injustice and in calling us to do so in a way
that enhances the life of all people.

Last, and certainly not least, voluntary poverny has to
be an essential part of resistance to the global economy.
We rnust refuse to value things more than people. We must
refuse 10 think we need things that are not only superfi-
cial, but whose very acquisition causes suffering to oth-
ers. This is not easy. Let us join Madam Blueberry, though,
who at the end of her tale learned to value what really
maltered. Perhaps, then, we will {ind happiness waing
for us.

+

Think Locally, Act Locally

by Mary Ann McGivern

Since World War 1, cities have rarely waded with
one another, despite all the geographic charls of nations’
imports and exports. St. Louis used to export steel (Slkaullen
and East St. Louis). beer (Busch, Falsraff), automabiles
(Ford, GM, Chrysler), car parts (Carter Carburetor), lead,
generic aspirin {Monsanto), com. wheat, soybeans, pet
faod (Ralston), tank radar and helicopter engines
(Emerson Elecinic), and fighter augplanes (McDoapell
Douglas) 1o ¢iies around the world. Barges, tucks, rail
cars and airplanes ransported not only foed and heavy
manufactured goods but also hybrd seeds (Monsanio) and
the engineering know-how 1o consuuct the U.S. army’s
water purification system for the Gulf War (Sverdrup and
Engineered Air).

But our stee) processing markets and the freight rail
infrastrucnire gradually declined as the automobile com-

panies began to manufacture cars in foreign markelts, in-
stead of exporting to them, Slowly the region stopped
mining lead and Anheuser Busch opened breweries in
other countries. [t used to be that the St. Louis banks,
Mecreantile and First National, were regional money mar-
kets, undenwvritdng (hese exports, big consiruction, farm
equipment and new business development. Now Bank of
America and FirSiar rule from the coasts. Cur Aver pon
infrastructure has never been upgraded to Joad containers
and uransfer goods among trucks, trains, and boais, so the
barges pass us by, preferring to load farm products at bet-
ter equipped ports. Emerson Elecince spun off i1ts military
products and gradually moved s producuon lines (o non-
union, low-wage regions, in and out of the United States.

Only our fighter planes remain as significant St. Louis
exports. And because Boeing views its St. Louis produc-

Mary Aon McGivern, SL has been helping channel aid 10 a religious order of Pakistani women who are able to
enter refugee camps and provide direct material agsistance to Afghan wormen and their children.
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tion Jines as a military cash cow, even if Boeing wins the
joint strike fighter and star wars contracts, many of the
pew military praducts will probably be manufacrured efse-
where,

We’'ve become a backwater, relying on our hospitals
and sports teams to fuel our economy. To a great extent,
the corporations moade this decision in consideration of
their profits. But Civic Progress, which used 1o be com-
prised of the chief executive officers of the top twenty-
five or so companies, also made the political decision to
put the city’s economic developmeni eggs in the enter-
tzinment basket. They didn'tinvest seed and venture capi-
tal inte development of new technologies here. McDonnell
Douglas refused 1o release any of its shelved patents, de-
veloped with 1ax dollars, for creation of a local entrepre-
neunal peace economy.

Of course, neither city, county, nor stare has taken
any creative steps such as fostering development of con-
servation products Like solar or wind energy generation.
A government comuritment to invest jn naw techaologies
and then purchase the new products undenwrote the com-
puter indusuy. And the subsidized constcuction of roads,
rails, and airports s what made this country run for a hun-
dred years. Now we're walking.

So has globalization benefited us here in St. Louis?
['d say the pon-profit side: creation of knowledge, utili-
zarion of communications links, and appreciation of the
joys and sorrows of our farther neighboers have been a
great gift. Who can forget the day Nelson Mandela was
released from prison to cerain political leadership? Or
the day the Berlin Wall came down? Or the horror of child
soldiers and child ampuwiees in Sierra Leone?

But we’ve losi control of our own money. We manu-
{acture less and less of the goods our community uses.
We grow less and less of the food we eat. Instead of reap-
ing the rewards for generations of indusirial competence
— leisure, gualify healih cate, good housing, a guarantee
of Iife-long educational oppormunity — we work harder
and longer for less wages and fewer benefits.

Do we have any options?

Things could be different, but my hopes feel maore
and moce “pie in the sk Back in 1978, when James
McDonnell, company founder, mec with the St. Louis Eco-
nomic Conversion Project about economic conversion
opportunities, visions of a peace economy seemed pos-
sible. These visions are passible today too, but they are
further off.

A healthy economy depends on a community’s abil-
iy 1o create some wealth (grow it, mine it, or make it).
The St Louis region has machine tool and manufactur-

ing competence. The region has scieoufic knowledge and
the capability of making goods that swould improve our
lives, What we lack is investment capital, but we could
find the money. The greater lack is palitical will,

We could control the corporadons, demand usetul
products, reverse global warming, and alleviate and re-
duce the impact of AIDS on individuals and sociaties. It's
not a mystery how to do these things. But the United Staces
citizenry doesn’t seem to want to. Economics is called
the dismal science not because it’s boring and grim to
study numbers but because economics is about decision-
making. Thomas Carlyle who coined the term considered
that the economic decision-making process is preuy dis-
tnal. That seems true.

Machine shops used 1o dot the soreet comers of our
cities. Twenty yvears ago Chicago developed vigorous poli-
cies 10 keep light industry within the city 1imits. St. Louis
actively discovrages manufacrunng with its onerous rax
and licensing policy. Taxes aren't higher in 81, Louis, b
whey are incredibly complex. Local politicians don't like
machine shops in their districts and neither do eommu-
nity organizers. They say, "Why should we have a fac-
tory across the street when people in the county don't
have them?’ I say, “Because they pay well, pravide ben-
efits and advancement opportunities, make nseful prod-
ucts and are in walking distance.” When a communicy
doesn’t make at least some of what is uses (and grow at
least some of what it eats), that community is in trouble.

Some years back [ did a study for the Economic Con-
version Project of economuc planning throughout the St
Louisregion. I looked at municipal and county plans, re-
gional plans, and church and neighborhood plans. None
of them offered any surategies for developing living wage
jobs. The African American scholar, William Julins Wil-
son, now at Harvard, wrote a book about Chicago’s inner
city entiled When Work Disappears: The Werld af the
New Urban Poor. What happens is that social structures
collapse. People not only become impoverished but they
lose coliural cchesiveness.

That’s what's happened in S1. Louis. Sports arenas,
hotels, gambling hoats and shopping malls dop’t provide
living wages or sausfying jobs. Manufacturing, like ev-
ery other human endeavor, even farmiag, bangs with it
plenty of ills. But its beanefits make participation in our
sociery possible. The shi(t that is taking place in the en-
tire St. Louis region, not just the city, from wealth cre-
adon Lo service provision, has been causad by the global
transfer of mannfacarring 1o the cheapest production sites.
It’s hurting us.

+



Water Belongs to the Earth
and All Species

by Genevieve Cassani, SSND

“Let me say this before raio becomes a utility that
they can plan and distribute for maney. ... The time will
come when they sell you even your rain.”

More than forly years ago, Thomas Merion sat in his
hermitoge listening 10 the rhythms of the rain. celebrat-
Ing s granuiry and its meaninglessness, wondering and
wriing about a world thar had “progressed.” 1 have al-
wayvs loved the essay “Rain and the Rhinoceros,” for the
simple lyric quality of his words and the sheer delight he
seems to lake in something so common as rainfall. What
clanty of insight he was able 10 convey then in his com-
ments aboul economic arrangements and the people who
profit from them. And now “the time™” of which he writes
has come, is already here. Indeed, our world is cunning
out of fresh warter sources at an alarming rate dve (0 aver-
pumping groundwater, depleting and contaminating aqui-
fers and engineering feats that dismantle and disropreco-
systems. While [ am only beginning to comprehend the
freshwater crisis en this planet, a handful of transnational
carporations, backed by the World Bank (WB), are mov-
ing in on economically strapped naitons, aad, in the name
of chanty, commodifying water for profit. And they that
“plan and distnbute for money™ our most precious re-
source ~ water — have placed upen it a price tag. the cost
of which should not be calculated in dollars and cents,
but jn human Jlives and all species of 1he Earth commu-
ﬂll’)‘.

A few months ago, I read an e-mail sent by a person

unknown to me, buc whose message clearly showed con-
cern about the human need and right to water and the
power of transnational corporations, namely, the Inierna-
tional Monelary Fund (IVF) and the World Bank. What
caught my eye were the words: ““...and the peasants and
small farmers even had 1o buy permits 1o gather rainwa-
ter on their property. Is this really bappeming?* Like a
thunderbolt Merton's words came back 10 me, filled me
with sadness and confirmed once again the fact that large
financial systems in our world are at work on a global
economy that designedly puis the interests of corpora-
tions before the interests of people and the planet.

Ten years ago, the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund were not in my everyday vocabulary and
T knew little of the role they play in the global financial
economy. In fact, the entire zlobal ecanamic picrure was
something rather daunting, complex, and uninteresting
except that I linew how people suffer in impoverished
counlries from economic injustice, how chey rarely ever
reach their potential, much less their full potendal. These
people have faces and names and histories angd over the
years [ have been privileged to get 10 know some of thern
personally. Even though I cannot write in depth of for-
eign trade and investment as such, I CAN grasp whart is
happening ro people, and like the person who wrote the
e-mail, disbelief, more often than noy, is my regponge —
“Is this reglly happening?” How does it happen then
that the World Bank has recently adopted a policy of wa-
ter privatization and full-cost water pricing?

Genevieve Cassani, SSND, a long-time friend of Karen House and Social Justice Ceoordinator for the SSNDs,
has worked faithfully these last several years to cancel the Third World foreign debt.
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What is the IM¥ and World Bank?

The TMF and the World Bank were created at the
end of World War I1 by the U.S. and the British govem-
ments at 2 UN Conference in Bretion Woods, New Hamp-
shire. They are the World's lareest public lenders, and
sometimes not so fondly referred Lo as “the world’s Jarg-
estloan sharks.”

Initially developed to help Europe rebuild afier World
War 1, the World Bank's primary focus for the last 40
years has been to provide longer-ierm loans to Third World
countries in support of economic development. The Wortd
Bank is comprised of five agencies that make loans or
guarantee credit 1o 118 member countries. World Bank In-
erafuTe slaies that their mission s '1o reduce poverty and
improve living standards through sustainable growth and
investmentin people.” “Our dream is a world free of pov-
erty,” is their motto. The Bank manages a loan portfolio
tataling U.S. $200 billion and has loaned up to 328.2 bil-
lion o over 80 countries in one year. In addition o fi-
nancing projects such as roads, power plants and schools,
the Bank also makes loans ta restruciure a country’s eco-
namic system by funding strucrural adjustment programs
{SAPs).

The DMF was established as a short-term lender to
supply countries with money 10 help them overcome their
balance of payment difficulties. The loans come from
funds cantibuted by the 183 member countries. Governed
by an executive board that consists of representatives of
member courtries, the board sets broad policy and ap-
proves loans. Such money is only made available, how-
ever, only afier the recipients have agreed to policy re-
form in their economies — in shor, to implement a struc-
tural adjustment program,

Voting at the IMF is weighted, with bigger contrib-
uling countries having more voles. The largest share-
holder, you might guess, is the U.S. (18% of e vote)
which maintaing velo power over major decision al the
Fund with the seven largest indusirialized couniries (G7)
holding 2 total of 45% of the votes.

By adition, the President of the World Bank is a
white, male Amencan, and ithe IMF President is a white,
male European. There is no chance for the developing
world 10 have a say abowt who runs these ipstirutions.
Exwermnely secreqive in their operations, 1o their docu-
ments, their demands from countnes, and refosing o ac-
ceptpublic input an the policies they impose on borrow-
ing countries throngh strueeural adjusement (uned recearly
when the Vi announced ir is seeking comments on
streamndining conditions), the IMFE has heen sevecely criti-
cized for its lack of ransparency and serving as a “proxy
forthe U.5."”

What is the Relationship between the DVMFE and WB?

The current relationship between the IMF and WB is
such that it 13 almost impossible for troubled econaruies
to get access to foreign credit unless they have a deal with
the BVF — the unofficial “gatekeeper” who decermines
how much countries get and when they get . And typi-

cally, IMF agreements require covntries to adopt “struc-
tural adjustmeni” policies as the condition for the loan.
The World Bank's structura) adjustment programs arc not
much different from those of the IMF sinee the 1980s
when the World Bank began shifiing its Joans toward suruc-
tural adjustment loans. Together, they joindy administer
a program called the Heavily Indebed Poor Country/Pov-
erty Reduction and Growth Fond (HIPC/PRGEF) — mod-
est debt relief to the world’s poorest countries.,

Even though both institutions have the resources to
easily cancel unpayable debis owed by poor countries.
the IMF and W8 have refused 1o do so. Debis owed 1o the
WB and IMF give the Bank and IMF leverage o keep
contro] over the indebied countries’ economies. It 1s no
wonder the people of 1he global south name what is bap-
pening the "“new colonialism,” or the debi problem, "a
modem form of slavery,™

Isthere a relationship between the WTO and the OVIE
and WB?

The World Trade Organization is the international
body which implements agreements goveming world
rade and administers a binding mechanism o resolve
rrade disputes between nations. Generally speakiog, the
WTO operates independenty from the IMF and the World
Bank but each of these international financial instrutions
share a commor commitment (o “free trade” and the goal
to integrate develaping nations into the global economty.

“Seaile.” The word alone signals a watershed in
which a new future was called for at the November 1999
WTO meeting and an ¢nd 10 global econornic arrange-
menis as we know them. The coming together of a diver-
sity of people in an organized resistance movement rep-
resenting all facels of society for the purpose of calling
for a redesign of the global economy was consistently
lost on the media as they showed violence perpetrated by
a small group who called themselves anarchists. At the
same time of the WTO meetng, the IME World Bank
and WTO annocunced a new *“coherence agreement” in
which they pledged 10 coordinate future activity. Once
again, there is a secret code of words, unclear and inspir-
ing fear that the very paniculanzed elemenis of WTO
agreements may become part of the IMF and World Bank's
lending condinons.

What are structural adjustment programs — condi-
tonalifies — and how is the impact felt oo people and
the land in indebted countries?

Structural adjusunent programs are a set of economic
policies required by the World Bank and IMF as a condi-
tion of loaas, or in the restructuring of loans that these
institutions make to developing countries. The policy
package includes:

+ privalization of government-owned enterprises and
government-provided services
* slashing government spending

orienling econornies 10 promote exXports

+ (rade and investment liberalization



+ higher interest rates
* clirainsting subsidies on consumer items such as
foods, fuel and medicines
* and (ax increases
The money comes, but always with “serings attached.”
According 10 the IMF and WB, these “'strings” are neces-
sary market reforms burt inscead they have devasiating
effects on the majority of people who are poor in debtor
countdies. Such policies tend 10 keep wages low and re-
press unions. In addition to promoting sweatshops where
the majority of workers are womey, siructural adjusirnent
policies have forced governments (o cut services such as
education, chy)dcare, health care and environmental pro-
tection. This increases the burden of women's unpaid Ja-
bor while simulianeously pushing them into the formal
work market where they are paid much less than men.
Strucwral adjustment causes indebled countries 1o

steadily lose control over their own land, precious fatu-
ral resources, factories and services by requiring that they
open their economies to foreign corporations which have
access 1o workers and resources at “bargain basement
prices.” Atthe same time, stmuctural adjustments adversely
effect low-income workers. people of color and women
here in the U.S_ a5 well who have seen ther wages erode
and employers move, or bire recent immigrants.

Large Jand-owners, large-scale businesses and cor-
porations, the privileged and well-positioved in indebted
couotnes often benefit from the structural adjustment pro-
grams. The rural and urban poor, small-scale domestic
producers, the uneduvcated and, in particular, women are
the most hurt by the economic changes, along with ir-
reparable damage and loss to the enpvitopment. These
“strings™ are not teally strings at all which can be broken

easily. They are heavy bands of contcol, shackles, (f you
will, that enslave and stifle reai econamic interdependence
leaving people and the web of nature exposed and vul-

nerable.

Bolivia’s stoty of water privatization and resistance

One of the most destsucthive features of strucrural ad-

justment is the selling off of pubticly owned assets such
as mines, mills, forests, ielephone, electricity and \water
companies in a process known as “‘privatizatioa.”
“Pnvatization’ means that a developing country with tess
expensive labor and less resuictive (afrastrucoures could
have any transnational corporation come into that covn-
try and make their own rules for participaton (n that
counlry's economy. Enter Bechtel, a U.S. multinational
onio the Bolivian landscape.

According to Sandra Posiel, avthor of Pillar of Sand,
scrious water prob-
lerns do existon ev-
ery contynent and

- <. are spreading rap-
i8ly. Droaycally, it
was a vice-presi-

dent of the Wor)d
Bank who said thalt
the wars of the 2)*
century will be
abom waler. To re-
spond to the crisis.
the World Bank has
receatly adopted a
policy of waler
privatizat{an aad
foll-cos: water pric-
iag. This polcy
created the first of
the “waltes wars" in
Bolivia {ast year
that Jsmai)
Serageldin, the
Bank vice-presi-
dent, predicted. Tris
a Stovy now two
vears old, but well wanh retelling because it has 2 happy
ending (at least forihe Gme being).

Bolivia’s third-Jargest city, Cochabamba, needed a
Joan to refinance its \water services. The World Bank re-
fused to guarantee a $25 mullion loan unless the govern-
ment sold the pudlic water system to the private sector
and passed the casts on to the consumers. A subsidiary
of Bechtel, the giant engineering company impficated in
the infamous Three Gorges Dam in Chiaa (which caused
the forced relocanion of 1.3 miljion people), was the only
bid considered, And so. inJanuary of 1999, International
Waters LTD.. of London, with hardly a toe-hold in the
caunury, announced it would double watey prices. For
the average Bolivan this meant thatwaterwould cost more
than food; {or hose on minimuro wage or unempioyed, il

phoia by Mev Puleo



meant thal water bills suddenly accounted for close 1o
half of their monthly budgerts. [f the damage the World
Bank had done was not enough, it granted absolute mo-
nopolies 1o private water concessionaires, announced its
support for full-cost water pricing, pegged the cost of water
to the US dollar and declared that none of its loan could
be used to subsidize the poor
for walter services. All water,
even from community wells,
required permits 10 access,
and peasants and small farm-
ers even had to buy permits
to gather rainwacer on their
property.

A coalition of 14 econo-
nusts, lawyers, pariamentar-
jans and communily Jeaders
accepted a govemment invi-
tation to discuss the IWL
price hikes. It was not long
when the discussion turned
to protest and hundreds of
thousands taok to the streets
led by Oscar Olivera, a
humble Bolivian shoemaker
and vade union official. The
city was brought 1o 2 halt
from the general strike and
tcansportation stoppage.
Peaceful demonstrations
were met with police vio-
lence and arrests. One 17-
year old youth Jost his life
when police retaliated with
a gunshot to his face. Mar-
tial law was declared. Activ-
ists were arrested in the might
and radio and television pro-
grams were cut off in mid-
program. With the suppornt of
Cochabamba’s Roman
Catholic Archbishop, the
people participaled in a
showdowa with the govern-
ment. On Apnl 10, they wou.
The Bolivian government
booted Bechtel from the
counuy and revoked IS wa-
res~prvaszation Jegislavon.

A quick review of IMF
loan policies in forty countries reveals that during 2000,
DMF loan agreements in 12 countres included conditions
imposing water privatization or {ull cost recovery. What
15 the significance of such a discovery? In the hierarchy
of the nternayonal financial architecture, the IMF is at
the top. If a country agrees to IMF conditions that means
it has gained the “seal of approval™ for further loans from
creditors and investors. World Bank loans are conditioned
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on compliance with IMF conditions. Does this read like
double-speak? The phenomenan is knawn as “cross con-
ditonality.” That means thacin every country where MF
loan copditions {nclude water privatizaton of full-cost ce-
covery, there are corresponding World Bank loan condi-
tions and waler prajects thal end vp Implementing the

deta)ls for the so-called “‘re-

Yl

structuring.
The collvsion between the
World Bank and

uansnational corporanons is
far from svbile. v was re-
ported that at the second
World Water Forum in the
Hague Jas1 year (sponsored
by the UN and WB) a few
conglomeraie water and food
corpocatians dominated the
event. An underlying as-
sumption at the conference
was thai the mounting world
water cnsis s \fie occasion
or the promxotion of the cor-
porate conurol of water.

1t is well-documented that
when municipa) water ser-
vices are privailized customer
sates are doubled or uipleg;
corporate profits nse as much
as 7 percent; corruption and
bribery flounsh: water qual-
ity is weakened; and custom-
ers who can’t pay are cut off.
And (t might come as na sar-
prise to know that the small-
st, poorest, most debt-ridden
countries being subject 1o
waler privanzation and fo)
cecovery cost are \r Africa.
Bolivian leader of the resis-
taace, Oscar Olivera spoke at
one of the recent IMF/WBR
meelings saying thai if water
)8 privanzed and
commadified ar profit, it will
never reach the people whao
need it but only seeve 10 make
a handfv) of water corpora-
uwons very rich The altena-
tive is (0 revert to unsafe wa-
ter sources or mace dislant sources. When pnvatization
hats the Third World, those who can't pay, pay with their
lives. They die. The most immediale impact of reducing
the accessibility and affordabuity of water falls on women
and children. Worldwide, more than five rastlion people,
who bear most of the burden of daily hovsehold chores,
must travel farther and work harder o collect water — of-
ten resorting to water frors polluted sureams and orga-

Jeff Finnegan



nized greed and uncontrolled competition.

Having only touched on one of the key elements of
conditionalities, that of “privatization,” and with a brief
brushstroke at that, whar can we say? What can be done?
Shutdown the IMF and WRB, some say. Radically reform
these )nstitutions, others say. Even the TivF has questions
and raised them early in April of this year. The IMTF is
Inviting conunents from ouvtside the institution on a set of
papers that review the evolution of TMF conditionality,
ibe conditions attached to IMF inancing, and discuss is-
sues associated with streamlining and focusing it.

If there are people of iil-will at the IMF and WB, |
don’t know about it. But T do know the people who run
these international Minancial institutional systems need 10
pay more atiention to povesTy and the effect of their Jend-
ing on people who are poor. and on the environment. I do
know the IMF could draw on ils existing resources and
cancel the debt for the peorest couniries and shovld doso
immediately. 1 do know thar future lending has to be
“delinked” from the types of structural adjustment condi-
tions as they now exist.

When money raoves more freely than people, capital
has more rights thay human beings, and ransnational cor-
porations are more powertul than nation scates, then some-
thing is radically wrong, is morally wrong. As [ see it, the
price the poor pay sums up the profound moral challenge
we face in addressing the problem, namely, how the glo-
bal economic policies of a few affeck the human diginity,
the human rights and the human welfare of some of the
most vulnerable human beings in the global commuruty
and impact tbhe home we know as Earth, our only home.

I believe we have within us the spiriual energy, moral
integrity and imagination ro seek solutions for new pra-
cesses that would inuoduce discipline and justice into in-
ternational lending and borrowing. Considering the rights
of citizens to participate in the formulanon of nalional
development policies that ultimately affect their daily
lives, such as gathering of rainwater, would be 10 s1art in
creating alternatives to the current palicies of globaliza-
tion expenence in the WTQ, the World Bank and the DME.

Warer belongs ro the Larth and all species.
Commodifying it for profit, whether in the form of the
bouled water we buy from our grocery shelves, or a
country’s sale af their water system to a transnanonal
corporation is exploitative, dangerous and ultimately a
theft from a gracious and bountiful God who gave us this
precious resource for all specics 1o benefit from and en-
joy. Living in an imerdependent and increasingly inte-
graled world communiry as we do means we have the
responsibility 10 sce to it that the ime ¢comes, apd comes
soon when no one has to pay for rainwater ever again.

+
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Resources consuilted:

“IMF Forces Water Privatization on Poor
Countries™ by Sara Grusky, Globilizaiion
Challenge Initiative

"The World Bank must realize water is a basic
humaa right” by Maude Barlow, Toranco Globe
and Mail. Maude Barlow is the naticnal
chainwoman of The Counci] of Canadians and
the author of Blue Gold, The Global Water
Crisis and Commmodification of the World's
Worer Supply

"Raids on the Unspeakable” by Thomas
Mernon

Pillar of Sand: Can the Irrigation Miracle
Last? by Sandra Poste)

“20 Questions on the IMF™ in Mudtinational
Monitor, April 2000

“The IMF and World Bank—Glaobal Rule-
Makers” in Globel Exchange, spring 2000

“Call to Redesign Global Economy Both
Widespread and Urgent” by Dolores Brooks,
OP. 8 Day Center

“A Call to Global Action™ by James D.
Woflensohn, America. January S-15, 2001
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The Hidden Costs
of the Global Economy

by Suzanne Renard

The global economy has abolished the separarion of
church and state by usurping the realms of both. To ques-
tion the universal goodness of its aims is to blaspheme.
This new religion, based on the Free Market Credo, prom-
ises to unice al]l bumanicy in one endless check-out line,
Earth herself is up for sale.

Both conservatives normally opposed to big, central
govemment angd liberzis bebolden 1o corporale money
profess faith in the new order. Efficient coordinavon of
all production and distribution of goods and services by a
world-wide absentee governing body, the Warld Trade
Organization (WTO), is being heralded as the path to
unprecedenied wealth. But for whom? Mainstream mea-
surements of economic wealth (i.e., GDP) account only
for growth while denying the true costs of doing business
on a finite Earth. Financial optimists may soon [earn that
2 dead planet is a poor market. Of course, they are al-
ready eyeing them. In the meantime, corporations have
colluded to extend the provisions of NAFTA for thew own
short-term gain, collecting the profits without paying the
price. They aim to tumn the whole world into a huge Free
Trade Zone, all workplaces into maquiladoras. Increased
affluence from the global economy can accrue ounly i the
cost of accelerated ecological destruchion, and an ever
more misecable existence for the world’s poocrest who
suffer most from losses in the nacural world.

Transnationa) Corporations —
The New Conquistadors

The powerfv) have long oppressed the humble. Mon-
ied nations suddenly 1ake an {ntecest in non-acquisitive
socienies when the impenialists cateh the scent of coveied
“raw matenals."” Cusrent)y, the United States of Nonh
Arperica (US) is counting the native villages in the Arctic
Circle for easier access to ail in their pristine and. But
whether they comply or not, Big Qil will rape and run
from the sacred breeding ground of the casibou. Most
wealth extraction campaigns, from early colonization
through (he Global Economy, have certain goals in com-
roon. Cecil Rhodes, (who named Zimbabwe, formesly
Rhodesia, for himself) expressed them frankly: “We must
find new Jands fcom which we cap easily obiain raw ma-
terials and at the same ome exploit the cheap slave la-
bor. .. from the natives of Lthe colonies. The colonues would
also provide a duraping groand for the surplus goods pro-
duced in our factories.” Somelimes, as with lbe apening
of China by France and Bri(ain, wars \were fovght to force
entry. In Latin America in the late 19 century, the US
achieved de facto colonization by addicting a small cadre
of elites 10 2 protected middle-class {ifestyle in rervrn for
guaraniees Lthat the demnands such as those aniculated by
Rbodes would be mer.

As always, the poarest have suffered from all of these
arrangements. They have, as Rhodes predicted, become
the duraping gcound not only for wasteful. absurd prod-
vcts (Cocz-Cola aod MTV...), but for all the detritus of .
the modem svorld: a sense of shame for their ecologi-
cally-seasitive rraditions, and ioxic wastes that the North
tefuses 10 “intemalize” as costs of adustrializanon. The

Suzanne Renard 4id most of the research for this article from the book of life: about two gillion hours amoag

goats and in a quiet garden.
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Third World is where the so-called Green Revolution
dumped leftover DDT, found too lethal to sell at home
(1Us rerwrning to us on impocted produce). This is where
the State Deparunent defofiated the jungles with Agent
Orange, leaving a toxic medium in which over 500,000
conjoined Vietnamese fetuses have been delivered
unforgivably malformed. Jt’s where the US sent Roundup

herbicide 16 “‘clean up” rice paddies, destroying super-
nutriious companion plants Monsanta viewed as “‘weeds.”
PCBs, ubiquitous as they are, are found in the highest
concenuacions in areas of people who had nothing to do
with their creation. PCRs cause severe neurological dam-
age 10 people, and may bring on the wholesale extinction
of marine mammals.

Finally, the South must endure a constant military
presence disgujsed as “‘security assistance’ as required
1o defend the elite classes from uprisings by the poor.

Gradually, corporatons began gobbling up small busi-
pesses unable 160 compele wilh “economies of scale.” At
firsy, they opergled within nations. But thelr scale has
become abscene.

Corporations have no true corporality. They can de-
plete and pollute ane place with impuaty, vaporize. and
re-matecialize anyplace on the globe. Theie quest is for
cheap labor and a dearth of environmental protections;
these larter had never been needed vntil the multination-
als armved to assault the land.

So Transnauvona) Corporations (TNC's) have become the
new conguistadors, colonizing as ey please—incloding
withip the nation of thejr inception. The largest TNC’s
command more capital than most pation-staies. Profitss
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their sole concemn  Limitless growth is theic modus opef-
andi. Technology (s their vehicle and smokescreen,
This wransfec of power didn't happen overnight. Still, it
does feel as though we wake up one day to find that Wal-
Mart had Super-sized Majasweet. Since WWIT our elected
officials have been facilitaling the corporate coup. Pawmi-
otically misquoting Adarn Smith's 1776 econo-classic
Wealrl of Nations,
Nixon put corporate
demands on the Fast-
Track, and Reagan
and Bush I vnraveled
warkes and environ-
mental safety necs
through Deregulation
and Quayle’s Council
for Competitiveness.
Now with Clinton and
Bush [I's suppost of
the Uruguvay rovnd of
GATT, (and, by the
way, Gore owed fa-
VOrs$ 1o the sameé con-
tribulors), TNC’s
wield more influence
than any gaveaunent.
Free-Trade advocares
seem to overlaok that
Adam Smith never
linked the words
“free’ and “market.”
As David C. Korten
explains, Smith pro-
moted a sysiem which
wonld root capital in
lacalities, and in which no single entity \would have a
noticeable influence an the market. He knew notdng of
corporations. He would surely have heen hocrified at the
TNC attempt 10 contro) the free flow af jdeas throvgh
“Intellecrual Property Rights.” In South’s world, small
businesses operating locally had ta pay 1the freight for their
productivity. They did not fovl their own nests. Their
cowns of villages held them accountable.

TNC's now approach contral of the wocld’s food sup-
ply and pharmaceuucals (“Pharming"), the massive trans-
pont infrastructuce on which rade depends, the energy
sources that foel it, and (he mass communicston by which
they preach thewr catechism.

pholo by Mev Pules

Food - Keep ‘Em Comin’ Back For More

TNC’s did not newly discover the vulnersbility 10 hua-
gerupon which they now capitalize. Harry Trurnan coined
the term “vaderdeveloped arcas,” legitimiziog effonts 10
recufy the pecceived defici, Amencan-style. Vice-Presi-
dent Hubert Bumpheey ooce said, “If you are looking for
away 10 get people to lean on you and to b2 dependent on
you, in tenms of their co-operation with you, il seems 10
yoe that food-dependence would be terrific.” A few de-



cades later, former Monsanto CEO Bob Shapiro appealed
to the World Bank with what may be a cosmic echo of
those words: “It is truly easy to profit from very basic
needs: Foad, shelter, clothing.” Clearly the first job in
opening a market is to crush the local agriculture and wa-
ditions that have sustained people and protected their naw-
ral sysiems. Then the colonial power offers high-tech
solutons 10 the poverty its policies induced. The people’s
self-svfficiency and pride are submerged vnder the eler-
nal burden of debt repayment.

Mainstreamn economic theory is used 10 justify the
imposition of expor priority. David Ricardo, 19* cen-
tury British archicect of free wade, called it "comparative
advantage.” Each localiry should produce and export only
whar it does best. Everyone will thus be supplied with
the best of everything, at the cheapest price. This means,
of course, that everyone imports all but the one cash item
for export.

In Somalia, since the ‘50’s, export of livestock has
displaced the ecologically appropriate nomadic grazing
which formed the basis of the culwre and prevenced soil
deplecion. As aresult of concentrating on e¢xports of ““what
they do best,” the Somali people have lost what was good
for themselves. The land yields famine and & brutal flight
for survival. Such tragedies are legion. In Brazil, where
exports of cash crops (sovbeans, cotion, 1obacco) bave
supplanted food crops (rice, beans, manioc, etc.), half of
the populatioun is malnourished. Monoculiure makes ev-
eryone more vulnerable. As David Morris, director of
the Instinute for Local Self-reliance in Minneapolis, says,
“In the global village, a nation survives by siarving its
people.”

The “Green Revolution™ betrayed us. Bob Shapiro,
a champjon of heroic technology, sums up the failure his
company helped to ensure in modern farmiog: “Current
agnculrure practice isn’t sustainable; we’ve lost...15%
of our topsoil over the last 20 vears...irrigation is increas-
ing the salinity of our soil, and the petrochericals e
rely on arer’t renewable.” Technocerats nevertheless con-
gratulate themselves on higher yields. But they were only
temporary. Yields ulimately fell, as did protein content.
We killed our land in the process.

Synithetic nitrogen fertilizer severely pollutes strearns
and groundwater. In Tatwan, among other places. the
waier is not only unfit to donk, itis flammable. The soil
around the abandoned Monhsanto chemical factory in East
St. Louis glows at night. This is Better Living through

Chemisuy.

Biotecbnology — The Ultumate Control

Sensing that the chemical warfare model has begun
to erode industry credibility, chemical companies have
morphed into the Life Sciences business. The new wave
inkilling, biotechnology destrays at the cellulac level. It
aims to fix what s “weong' with nature, or even 10 ce-
place it altogethec. Splicing a grait or mrajts frorm a donor
organism o a host deemed somehow to be deficient,
the 1ab scientist reduces living planis and animals 10 the

16

mechanical level of ELi Whilney's cotton gin. At leas! Eli|
knew exacdy where his inlerchangeable parts fit; genetic
“engineers” have no idea where their intraduced gene will|
wind up in the geaome, They completely ignore estab-!
lished relationships amnang genes, and the life ia general!
of acell. Their disruptions have caused vnforeseen (Sinee!
no one even ook a)ook) copsequences. Genetically Ep- |
gineered (GE) coilon dropped its nnmature bolls before”
harvest. In response, farmers are forming class-action
suits. Marc Lappe’s studies have shown losses of up 10}
153% with GE seed. Many others cosraborate this.

Far worse than the ad hoc losses to farmers using GEL
sceds are the probable long-term, greversible ecologicall
consequences. Crops designed to withstand direct apphi+
cations of chemicals or to produce their own 1axins havc.i;.'
in less than a decade, tripled the use of the chemicals pro-
ponenis claimed they wauld reduce. GE crops may con-
fer their traits on wild, weedy species. The organic pn-
ricy of many farmers' {ields has alceady been polluted b}qI'
cross-pollination with GE crops via wind, bicds and rain.
Most GE seeds cannot be saved for replanting, either be-
cause they will not breed “‘urue,” or hecause farmers can;
be sued by the seed vendor if they try it. Bul the most
bideous assautt op the anionomy of subsistence cu)iumt._}.
is the Biopiracy of pharmaceutical and agri-crops. Thcj'é
are robbing specimens from biologically rich regions and!
enshrining them. with or without sone modification.
patented property. They then demand rovalties for nse of
seeds with which indigenous farmiers have been intimately!
connected for generations. Theyv will use the WTO @
enforce these so-called (Trade-Related) Intelleccval Prop-
erty Rights (TRIPS). i

The Global Economy will continue to propagate dv:*%
wrong appcoach of the “Green Revolution.” Even the’
World Bank, financier of the mega-prajects — the (aited!
irnigation dams, supplies of agri-chemicals and inappro-
paate hybrids imposed in the Third Warld - ack_nowl-'.(
edged (hat subsistence farmers have reliable practices.
These should be respecied. [t said, “Smallholders in Af- \
rica are owtstanding managers of their own sesoveces —
their land and capial, fenilizer and water.” By contrast, |
our techmaques bave wierly failed our land and our farm- I
ers; O mi)ion rural people in USA live in poverly due (0'#_'
farm foreclosvres. How dare we push our disaslers an
those who had been managing without our “he)p?” Could "|
it be because the well-being of 2]l peaple, creamures, the |
land, air and waer, has become subordinate to the profit- |

making of TNC’s?
Jobs vs. Envirgnment — The Auto Industry ',
The powers would ike us Lo believe that the endless
expansion of trade is good. And inevitable. It's as trough
it has evolved naturally, and that we have no choice butio |
accept 1. The only “choice’ we are pecmjtted is Jobs vs !
]I

P e

Environment. Just as the Baaaaa Republic mentality
tumed the “haves™ in Latin Amenica agains( their owa
people, the economic growth imperative pis workers |
agaiost envyonmenta)ists. Care of the Jand has been de-




picted by Lhe corporate-coerced mediz as an elitist Juxury.
Inreality, however alienated we may be from the 504, all
of us must somehow wrest a living from the generosity of
Gaia. Social justice and ecological justice are united in
Right Livelitood, and cannot be achieved apart from gne
another.

If big timber corporations or the auto indusuy truly
had waorkers’ interests in mind. they would face the facts:
when the last old growth tree falls and the fossu fuels ron
aut, the job question will be moot. In The Ecological
Crisis: A Common Responsibility, Pope John Paul 1T elu-
cidates the union between Earth stewardship and human
dignity:

Often, the interests of production prevail over
concern for the digniry of workers, while eco-
nomic inlerests take priorily over the good of n-
dividuals and even enlire peoples. Inthese cases,
pollution or environmental desiruction is the re-
sult of an unnatural and reductionisr vision which
altimes leads to a genuine contempt for [buman-
kind]. Cn ancther level, delicate ecological bal-
ancesg are upset by the uncontralled destruction
of animal and plant life or by a reckless exploirta-
tion of natural resources, It should be pointed
out that all of this, even if carried outin the name
of progress, is ulumately to [humankind’s] dis-
advantage.” (my emphasis)

In the match of Humans vs. Nature (both within and
without us), both sides lose. World trade has inereased
twelve-fold since 1950, and economic growth fivefold.
During that time we have witnessed an unprecedented
increase in poverty, unemployment, despair, social break-
down and environmental degradation. Continued growth
will exacerbate ai) of these ills, Many who deny this blame
it all on populavion expansion in the Third World. This is
misleading. Certainly population density contributes 10
disease and squalor. Bul in the equation balancing hu-
man acuvity and Nature's decline, the developed nauons,
at onlty 20% of the people, bave caused §0% of the prob-
lems. ILis our over-development that is at fault.

By a cwisted form of accounting called the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP), we cound the disasters result-
ing from our frenzied life as gain. The spill of the Exxon
Valdez despoiled pristine shoreline and polluted breed-
ing grounds of vanishing species. But the cleanup caused
vast sums of money 10 change hands, bringing temporary
Jobs to Alaska. You've gortta give a little 1o getalitile, as
they say.

Oil spills are just one risk wo often realized for the
benefit of the massive wansportation infrastructure that
makes trade flow, Cars and trucks kil over 40,000 Ameri-
cans each year. 40% of urban Jand must be kept paved to
accommeodate them. Carsyrutiated and perpetuate urban
sprawl and the loss of wetlands and farm fields. On the
taking side of the ledger, they deplete fossil fuels. On the
other side, rheir carcesses fill dwindling landfil]l space
(Eanb’s "sink” down which we pour our rash.)

Butdon't you love how they take you where you want
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to go? Pity you can barely breathe when you get there,
Road vehicles and planes are pome contributors of green-
house gas emissions. They have helped 10 tear a massive
haole in Earth’s protective ozone layer, suggesting thal we
have indeed exceeded our only planet’s restorative ca-
pacities. We are reaching the end of the line. Barry Com-
moner and others have been trying to tell us for a jong
time that, instead of lines, we ought to be aspiring for
circles.

All of the aforementioned costs are borne by taxpay-
ers. This is why Ralph Nader decries the transport indus-
rries as the biggest welfare recipient on the dole.

Currently only about 8% of the world’s people own
cars. The global economy would have billions more trad-
ing in their bicycles and pood cardio-vascutar health for
the mind-whacking, isolating, ozone-eating routing of
commuting. Yet another spiritwal {oss produced by the
car is the modem assembly line. Modern high-tech jobs—
on the autemated line or in the lab, reducing life’s mys-
teries to a genomic ABC - are U sou)-sucking dementors
of Harry Pouer's world. We should recal) that, prior to
the industrial revolution, jobiessness did not occor. The
car industry, in the very name of work and prograss,
downsizes two million plus jobs a year. Teremy Rifkiq,
activist, author and thoughtful critic of the thoughtess
lite, predicts the end of jobs altogether, should the global
commerce continue on its present course. In soul-less
work, we are no match for machines, In the global
economy, we don‘tchoose berween jobs and environment
at all; we can kiss them both bye-bye.

The Tnformation Highway: Hurry Up and Wait

The most devastating effect of the car us is what is
most widely celebrated about it: Speed. Expressing sec-
ond thoughts about the virtue of alacrity 15 hke saying
you don’t believe in breathing our afier you bréathe in,
But speed is anathema 1o a healthy rappon with the nam-
ral world. It suffocates reflection. It makes the unthink-
able do-able before we can even contemplate 11§ conse-
quences. [a the gene-splicing world of Bio-tech, scien-
tists are able to conjure alien species and set chem loose
on millions of acres withaut enduring even the short wait
of ane mere Fi hybuod generation.

All of the taols of the global economy—from quick-
fix bio-tech vaccines that replace tending to the causes of
disease, to roads, to toxic nukes, 1o weapons shields to
the information highway—hurry life along to the point of
absurdity. One stroke of a keyboard can level an old grown
forest. The litany of loss is all 100 familiar ro us, and it
grows daily. I suggest that we tum our date with the
nightly news into a prayer of atonement. After each newly-
intoned sin, I chant this refrain: “Creator who mourns,
have mercy on ns.”

The media present the daily airocities as a bunch of
unrelated events, falling to make conneclions between our
115 and the corporations financing shows and “‘educat-
ing"” vs through the commercials. This adds 10 our de-
spair as we wait 16 become the next victim of random



evil. The media are themselves a key tool of the global
economy. One hundred corperations contro)] 75% of TV
time in the USA, and are the nmajor providers ot “‘educa-
tional materials™ to schools. We are teaching a new
generaton o view nature as a mine gnd dump for the
eternal growth of TNC’s. I’s g very handy set-up for
them.

Before corporadons consolidated thejr power, citizens
had real hope of change by working with their legisla-
tors. The WTO chaner, rushed throvgh national legisla-
cures before electors had rime to read it, has changed all
that. Speed promoted ignorance. The convoluted, 500+
page document had not even been translated into the ma-
jority of involved Janguages wnt Ume for the vote. In a
brilliant experiment, Ralph Nader found only one US of-
ficial who had read it. Thus official said that knowing
what was ini( (sora slandard equiproent, no?) caused him
to change and vote againse it.

As Nader puts it, GATT “was little more than rubber-
stamped by the very elected officials whose democratic
powers 31 was designed 10 usurp.” From pow on, laws
around the globe will have to be viewed as GAT T-friendly
and WTO compliantif nations wish 1o avoid sanctions or
banishment from the world market. Tnsigning the WYO
agreement, lawmakers handed over the power to enact
safegoards for local traditions and ecosystems against the
damage of unchecked corporate incursion.

Choosing A New Direction — Gandhi’s Swadeshi

Charlie Chaplin’s worker in Modern Times showed
us the absurdity of accepting life as a cog. Jacques Tati’s
bicycling posiman wrying 10 emvlale the American speedy
delivery system also showed us how silly “Rapidilé!” can
be. 1t’s time 1o siow down.

Tuming away from lotal destruction does not mean
retucning to the stone age. Tt means saying “no' 10 the
corporate definition of who we are. Reclaiming cormu-
nal life, with each other and all the creatures of Earth,
willtake ime. Wendell Berry says that each Joca) culture
mustwork, gradually, to revitalize its own identity. Quly
then can we realize true multiculturalism in the face of
global culniral cloning. We rmust reinswate respect for
producers of what we truly need: our farmers, anisans
and sages. We must begin to retain capual within com-
munities and aim for Jocal self-sufficiency — not o be
confused with the American illusion of independence,

Berry, in all of his writing, gtves us a couple of cave-
ats for the recreation of community: We will have o shed
some of the excess ‘comforts” that actually enslave us;
and we will have to develop again the lost skills that we
have rumed over to hapless “expects.”

Far from being dry and ascelic, the possibilities Yor
renewal are enchanting. Imagioe a genuine cuisine prac-
liced in real Kitchens, smel) wafting out 1o embarrass the
stench of deep-fat from the Golden Arches. The food
would fitthe local soil and climate. Traveling only a short
distance from a Communily Supported farm (CSA) to
table, it would have no need of 2000-mile journeys in air-

conditioned rucks. We could learn to sew again, craving
not to be “in sryle” but to celebrate our own style. We
could make some of our own entertainment, reawakening
the storyieller, singer and dancer hidden inside. Our work
would become jobs which, because they are necessary to
the stewardship of our own place, could not be elinynated
by mandate of the GDP.

These images echo Mahatma Gandhi” principles of
swadeshi, or home economy. Gandhi said, “It is a rag-
edy of the first magnitude that millions of people have
ceased to use their hands as hands.”” In Swadeshi, ma-
chines serve, and neverreplace humans. People, not tech-
nology, determine the pace of life. Many villages coop-
erate in a fluid fedecation, in which big cities do potover-
whelm the collective character. In swadeshi, wasteful
transportation is avoided. The people together determine
who they are and which external forces, if any they choose
1o grant a hearing. As my own Papa always quipped at
the start of a simple family meal, *“We have an elegant
sufficiency. Any more would be superfinicy.”

It js essential in resuscitating our communal life that
we heed Gandhi's words: “There is enough for
everybody’s need, but not enough for anybody’s greed.”
Gandhian scholar Satish Kumar summarizes the tension
between the “Free Trade Uber Alles® adherents and the
masters of right livelihoad thus: “The economists and
industrialists of our ime fail 1o see when enongh is
enough. Even when countries reach a very high material
standard of living, they are siill caught up with the idea of
economic growth. Those who do nol know when enough
is enough will never have encugh, but those who know
when enough 3s gnough already have enough.” It's ume
to say jt to the architects of the global economy: “Enough
is enough!”

Principal books that formed (he ideas in this
article:

Wendell Berry, The Unsettling of America: Cnl-
ture and Agriculturve & Life is a Miracle
Leonardo Boff, Cry of the Earth. Cry of the Poor
Louis Fischer, The Life of Mahaima Gandhi
Brawster Kneen, Farmageddon—Food and the Cul-
ture of Biotechnology

Jerry Mander and Edward Goldmith, ed., The Case
against the Global Economy

Adam Smith, The Wea!th of Naitions

Casey Walker, Made Not Born—The Troubling
Worid of Riotechmology




Defending the Environment
and Human Rights

by Sarah Heyman

Leaders of Naorth, South and Central Amernica recently
concluded talks in Quebec City focusing on the construc-
tion of a Free Trade Zone extending from Nome 1o Tierra
del Fuego. The pow anticipated demonstrarions material-
ized as they have at every world trade meeting since Se-
attle. But why are these activists willing io risk tear gas
and rubber bullets? What is it about the global econory
thar stirs stich a strang reaction?

According to environrnentalists, this style of eco-
nomic developroent breeds the worst sort of exploitation
of nawral resources and communities. The agreements
reached in these major rade ralks cemove local input and
conwrol, shifting the power o multinational corporations
far remaved from the produciion/waork site. These multi-
nationals are no longer bounded by local laws, tradicrons
or soued envirorumental practices.

A case in point is the sitvation in the Mexican state of
Guerrerc, north of Acapulco, where Roise Cascade has
started cutting vitgin bmber stands in the mountaing as a
direct result of NAFTA, The trade agreement allowed
companies to make deals with the ¢jido which are often
controlled by political operatives/bosses. This system ig-
nored the people living near by \wwho work as day laborers
and subsistence farmers. Because Boise Cascade had
made the deal through several pewerful individuals, they
could essentially run the operation free of any controls.
Boise Cascade took everything, all the uees in the atea
regardless of size, species or condidon. As a result, the
rivers dried up and the fish died our.

A local campesino, Rodolfa Montiel, arganized a
grassroots ecological alliance “The Ecologist Campesinos
of the Sierra of Petatlan and Cayuca de Catalan’ in re-
sponse o the problems he saw developing. In spite of
only having a first-grade education, be wrote letrers o
the governor of Guerrero and avthorities in Mexico Ciry
pointing oul Boise Cascades’ abuses. The authorites rnoted
his letiers. They labeled him as a roublemaker, but there
was no response to his pleas for intervention. Boise Cas-
cade continued the destruction. Montel and the other 104

day laborers who made up “The Ecologist Campesinos
of the Sierra of Petatlan and Coyuca de Catalan’ began
demonstrating and blocking the logging wucks. Direct
action is something of an institution in Guerrerc. It has
been employed since the 1950s to protect the forests.

Al this point, Montiel and his group were labeled
narco-guerrilleros, and, rather than negonatng or inves-
tigating, the military was sent io. The camnpesino
ecologistas were harassed, some of the leaders miroed wp
dead. When Montiel was arvesied, the army killed one
man and subjected Montiel and Cabrera, another
campesino ecologista, to five days of brutal torture.
Monitel wound up in prison in Mexico Cicy accused of
trumped-up drug-running and weapons charges. The
charges are so blatanily fraudvlent that the army officers
conmtradicted themselves and each olher doring his trial.
Montiel's lawyer Digna Ochoa, who specialized in Hu-
man Rights Law, was Kidnapped and bealen on two sepa-
rale cccasions for defending hum.

The Jink between human rights and environmental
issues is becoming more apparent. As Ms. Ochoa put it,
“The charges against iMontiel and Cabrera are a pretext.
They are really in jail because they disturbed the eco-
nomic intereses of local and transnational timmber compa-
nies.” She sees the issues as inseparable. “The righttoa
healthy environment in fundamental. Human Rights are
aot just limited o the abuses of the judicial system...they
thuman rights] are environmental, coltural, social, eco~
nomic. We rmust look ac thern as a whole.” It should be
noted that Monte)'s wark and exrerme hardship has been
recognized. He was awerded the esteemed Goldman Prize
for environmental nctivism.

Rodolfo Monutel's story is jllastrative of what can
happen if the World Trade Organjzation’s global logging
pact becomes a reality. That is why activists are willing
1o risk tear gas and rubber bullets. It is much more dan-
gerous to stop the Jogging trucks once they are on your
mountains. Just ask Montiel. +

Sargh FHevman is a long-time friend of Karen House.
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From Abroad

by Michelle Born

Chile i¢ hailed as being an exemplary model of the
“free-market miracle” of capitalism in Latin Aumerica,
couriesy of General Augusto Pinochet’s crusade 10 elimi-
nate communist ideology and anyone associaced with it
during his 1 7-year military regime. Quite a few Chileans
would agree with this generous assessment of Pinochet's
contribution 10 the welfare of the pation. However, oth-
ecs conlinue to ask, “But at what price?” Thousands were
detained, tortured, executed and disappeared as a result
of the maono dura [iron fist) with which Pinochet imple-
mented dhiese reforms. And [ myself, having accompa-
nied for two years the families of the 100 children of the
Hogar de Cristo’s cenrro abierio in Arica, must ask, “What
miracle?”

Of course, we all know that distribution of income
and quality of life for all are rarely taken into account
when making sweeping generalizations about the well-
being of a nation’s economy. This is especially tue when
considering the case of Arica, the northern-most city of
this long, narrow South Amerjcan country.

Recently the backlash of globalization and
privatization has made itself felt within Arica’s economy
like never before. A succession of large companies such
as General Motors and Wrangler withdrawing from the
ared, as well as the inconsistency of available work in the
fishing indusry of this coastal city, have creared an alarm-
ing and extreme situation of unemployment and poverty.
Comipanies take their business elsewhere 1o avoid the well-
organized labor unions and stricter regulations of this more
developed Latin American covntry, among other motives.
For example, several months ago Chile began 10 enfosce
certain environmental regulations for the fishing indus-
try. adhenng to an mtemanonal standard that was set. As
a resuly, the fishing companies in Arica took their busi-
ness a few hours further aotth ta Peru where these regu-
lations are not enforced. thus leaving many jobless and
exacecbating the ¢ity’s devastaung vnemployment. This
1s Just the latest in a senes of events thac have made the

hope of a dignifving job with decent wages nothing more
than a pipe dream for the thousands of bn- and undecem-
ployed laborers in Arica.

The secret 10 economuc success in Acica — teave, Many
men must leave their wives, children and hometown o
go work in the mines in the interior of Chile. They go for
weeks or monihs af a lWwme, leaving the women 1o raise
the kids and maintaip the home. Needless ta say, this
situation produces many broken families — womnen find
other pariners who actually Jive in 1he same ciry; men
come hame and disrupt the family's coutine Jeadiag 10
dissension in the hame and, at times, domesoc violence;
children feel remorse toward their fathers who ase never
around 10 see them grow vp; and the men gamble or dnirk
away their eamings while holed up in the mines leaving
their families penniless.

One lucrative acOWity (n e city jisel)f is drog-deal-
ing. Being a part city aght on the bordec with Pecu and
only a few hours from Bolivia, Arica af(en serves as a
point of eniry for drug svpplies to these three counrries.
It's accessible, cheap. and easy. Thece's so much micro-
drug trafficking \hat the Saw enforcement can really only
concentrate on the large-scale suppliers and sellers.
Though not sufficient 1o Hll 1he need. drog rehabibiation
programs do exist, Hawever, when dignifying work can-
niot be found vpon re-entry into the community, even af-
ter months of developing job ski)ls within the treatment
cencer, many people mm once sgaiv ta the escape that
drugs provide, and to the mcome that drug-dealing of-
fers. J have never been mose angry with one of the moms
from ovur cepter as when as we found ovt she had deah
drugs to one af the other Kids from the ceater. Alt hose
drug-prevention aclivities and workshops with the kids
AND the parenis and here one of our own parents was
selling to our kids! So many times iastead of feeting thal
we were \aking a few steps forwvard ia the prevengon work
with the kids and families, [ feft that we were being shoved
backwards by high-speed bulldozers and the forces of

Michelle Born recently began a Masters Peogram in Socia)l Work at Fordham University.
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deprivarion and lack of opportunities.

If nothing else, the economic situation in Arica defi-
nitely spawns creativity and 1esourcefulness. Whether
selling pastries on a bike, popsicles out of a home, or
shoclaces on the street, it's a living — if only a meager
one, Many people work hard 10 make ends meet, and,
when they can’t, they don't hesitare 1o appeal to their
neighbar, friend or family membey for assistance— know-
ing that, more than likely, they will have the opportunicy
to rerum the favor someday when the other is in need.

Thanks to the warm welcomne of the families of the

From Little House

by Mary Ann McGivern, SL

For the Jast decade there’s been walk among us
of communiry housing, conage industry, a cliruc, urban
farmiog on the vacant lots that surcouad the St Louis
Worker houses. Talk is cheap, but last year the Dorothy
Day Ca-Housing Comrunity formed.

There have been a pumber of families that stayed
at Kacen House or the Little House during hard times,
gol things together and moved out, and missed the
Worker. Lormaine, Tish, Dorothy, Priscilia, and Sandra
came back ofien, helped cook on holidays, visiled, shared
meals. They stayed in touch because they wanted the
kind of cominuniry that is rare in our culwure. So gradu-
ally we became extended fammily for one another. But all
these women had found housing at a distance from Hogan
Street. They had jobs and their kids were in school, but
it was lonely out there.

The vision had been to build some sort of hous-
ing, but gentrficavon was happening around the Worker
and some neighbocs didn'c like having shelters and food
paniries in the area. None of us weare prepared 1o dc heavy
construction: we had no capital, land, skills, or inclina-
tion 1o become contraciors.

Then a small miracie happened. A row of low-
income aparuments were being cehabbed on | 9th Street
and the invesunent corporation was willing 1o let the Dor-
othy Day Co-Housing Community rent them as a group.

kids a1 the Hogar de Cristo, host families, and families of
friends, co-workers and pansh members, I had the privi-
lege of sharing in 1this special space of acceptance, love
and sharing. Whatever the composition, families and com-
munities (parish, neighborhoed, and workplace) ase the
fuel that feed the Chilean spirit of solidanty, hope, gener-
osity, hospirality, celebration and sidesplitting humor. As
of yet, in that aspect, Arica refuses (o be marked by the
values of individualism and personal profit that globaliza-
tion too ofien espouses.

And DeSmet began rehabbing a house on the same block
with the Greater Pruint Igoe Development Corporation for
the Catholic Wocker. We had housing.

So the members began to meet and developed a
philosophy about money, community, decision-making,
prayer, and shared commitment to the work of Karen
Hause. It was at about this point that T joined ug. The fami-
lies at the Lirtle House haven’t got their lives sorted out
and they are not ready (o make a commitment 16 our co-
housing comumunity; but they 106 long for community, and
['m ready and eager to be a part of iits commitment 1o one
another. Five families have moved in so far and Teka moved
out of Karen House angd into one of the apariments. We
had a hot dog {(veggie, lean, and real) barbecue here at the
Licie House to kick off monthly pot lucks. One of our
goals is to know the names of all the children in the four-
square block area by autumn,

Qur big goa) 15 1o be community w0 one another
and to share aur lives, crossing the barriers of class, race,
and age as best we can.

Mary Aon McGivern, SL has been helping channel aid 1o a religious order of Pakistani women who are able 10
erler refugee camps and provide direct malerial assisiance to Afghan women and their children.



From Karen House

by Tony Hilkin

How do [, as a member of the Catholic Worker, uy o
live out a resistance 10 globalization? I feel like I am
constantly conpromising my own efforts as I work for
change. Even as [ type tis article, I struggle wih using
the compuler as 1 realize how technelogy propels the glo-
bal market. With every chojce I make to panticipate in
the system, I personally perperuate globalizauon.

This conflict is indicative of the suggles I encoun-
ter daily as [ ury 10 grow in my resistance. BEven at the
Catholic Worker, where we strive 10 simplify our lives, T
am surrounded by a plethora of ayrperndnes that tempt me
with unnecessary and privatized comforts. I am disap-
pointed with my degree of resistance when I support
Ameren UE by wraing on a light, or when I suppon
Laclede Gas by cooking my vegetables. Yer, electriciry
and gas are just two staples of American life. Rarely does
anyone guestion the consumption of these resonrces while
considering their deplorable effects on the environment.
Nor do we acknowledge the abgsence of these conve-
niences in the lives of people outside of our own para-
digm. This indifference to consumplion is only one facet
af the culture of consumerism thac drives the global mar-
ket and feeds profit to transnational corporations.

Ideally, I would eliminate from my life those elements
that are not necessary but, rather, only provide me plea-
sure. or make my life faster or easier, 1 feel driven to live
adisciplined life. Iknow many aof the restrictions I would
need to place on myself (o da this, though I have yel to
accomplish it.

[ am compelled (o shape my life in this way to with-
draw from the systems thai oppress, globalization among
them. Unfortunately, sometimes my own negativity over-
whelms me. [ chastise myself again and again for the

(i

choices I make because they affect millions of people and
our precious environment. Moreover, 1 righteously cri-
tique the actions of those around me and analyze their
complicity in this culrure of consumerism. 1can become
burdened by my resentment, and I too ofien forget the
beauty of this work.

The beauiy, however, is abundant. My resisiance to
consumersm has filled my life with simplicity. My life
is no longer confined by traditional structures. This has
been very liberating. Since I have left my job, and mini-
mized my commilments, [ have been able to allocate my
time to what [ see as meaningful. 1 can work in the gar-
den as long as [ want, and spend as much time as [ would
like with the children at Karen House. Not only are my
activities now mare meamngful, but I am able to be more
mindful of what [ arn doing and why, This presence of
mind renders me more peaceful.

I am grateful for the past year and a half at Karen
House where [ have been able to discover these truchs.
Siruggling with the Catholic Werkecr's philosephy, T have
been able to make changes to improve upon myself. In
Uie midst of these changes Lam empowered in my etforts
of resistance and [ have found a fulfillment in
centeredness.

Tony Hilldn is a member of the Karen House cormunity who has greatly encouraged us all with his example

and challenge of simple living.
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by Barbara Prosser

September 11" Ages ago. An atracity we cannot
imagine. And the worst of it 15 that it does not ¢come and
theu go. It had crepr into gur very beings and it ingers ia
our daily lives.

We deal with quesuons. What drives such acts of vio-
lence? What perception of our country ljvesin the minds
of fellow humans and drives them to such iniense hatred?
What do we need 1o hear, and 10 acknowledge, whether
we believe it 1o be true or not?

There is fear of the unknown. We feel grief for all
those whose family members left in the mormning only to
never return. We feel helplessness, anger and fear.

We look for ways (0 respond. For some, this means
action. For many, it means prayer. There are churches,
temples, mosques and synagogues everywhere, who have
opened their doors for people 10 pray.

T hear people talking abour haw (o understand and
how ta respond. In my closest circle of people, I hear
strong voices for no military intervention. [t is not an un-
expected response for it is in keeping with the commurt-
ment my foends have made to seek peace through non-
violence.

This commilment 10 nonviolence is still the minonty
response. But, the concern about whether an eye for an
eye will really solve the underlying problems seems 1o be
growing. | hear others in the broader comununity ques-
tioning, somedmes with a tentative vojce, the ineffecrive-
ness of 4 violent response to viclence. There are discus-
sions, articles, reflections, even talk on call-in shows, in
which people ask for restraint. One mother, explaining to
her friends. says, “I am mother and ] simply cannot con-
done any war in which my son or any other mother’s son
might die in.”

The question remains - what are we o do? In an-
other small circle of women, I hear one say, “It is all so
big. I think that the only thing [ can do nght now is to be
more peaceful with my family and myself. But that seems

insignificant.” I respond, “Oh no, this is exactly what we
should do.” We need to demonsteate small acts of non-
violence, peacefulness and healing in every gestuce with
ourselves, our families, our friends, the person behind the
checkout counter. the neighbor, the stranger. We need
peaceful, respectful dialog with those who disagree. We
need real listening followed by thoughtful response. Think
of the significance. It could be huge - a small circle rouch-
ing another circle and then ancther and another. Fr, Do-
mirdque Pire has observed: “There is perhaps no surer
road to peace than the one that starts from liwde islands
and oases of genuine kindness, islands and oases con-
stantly growing in number and being continually joined
together unul eventually they ring the world.”

In a unie when our government chooses to respond
10 a complex dilemuma with mijlitary intervention, there is
a need for many 1o continue to cal] for dialogue about
and exploratian of alternative responses, to pray and to
act for peace. But we must also find ways to keep our-
selves grounded in these times of escalating violence. My
neighbor Louise reminds me that it 1§ equally i1mportant
to pray and to meditate as itis to keep vigil and to march.
My friend Jane seems on track when she looks within
herself and her family first to begin the search for how 1o
respond peacefully.

[ look forward to John McCutcheon’s visit to St. Louis
on October 20. His words centinue to ring true: “Step by
step the longest march can be waon, can be won. Many
stones can form an arch, singly none, singly none. In union
what we will, can be accomplished still. Drops of water
tum a mill, singly none, singly none.”

I will coptinue to be buoyed by the hope that we are
more aware of the fragility of human life and of commu-
nity thar we were a year ago. | am convinced that those
praying for peace for all people will continue to grow
circle by circle by cirele.

Barbara Prosser is a longstanding member of the Roundrable siaff. She lives on Gibson Avenue with her family
and is celebrating her 10® wedding anniversary with her husband Phil and nwve sons.
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Volunteer Opportunity:

Singles, couples, and families willing to bring and share
a Christtnas meal with a prisoner ar the Missoun peniten-
uary at Pacific. Almost a quarter of the inmates have no
family and 50 are not allowed “"food visils" except once a vear

in December,

If you are interested and want to learn more, call:
Agnes Wilcox

Prison Ars Project

314-862-5516.

(Globilization IFilm Festival

The New Rulers of the Earth

4 documentary film by John Pilger
Sunday November 251th

:30 10 3:00 p.m.

Center for Theology and Social Analysis
1077 South Newstead

333-4114

Welcome new community members:

Tish Chaney
Elizabeth Madden
Terry McNamee, Carolyn
and Gana Griffith
Welcome home from Angola:

Annjie Schifelbein

déld

House Needs:

® Tuiors for chiddren
4 Housetakers
€ Fair Trade Coffee

PETMILS.

The Round Table is the quarterly journal of Catholic Worker life and thovght in St Louis. Subscriptions are free.
Please write 1o The Round Table. 1340 Hogan, Si. Lows, MO. 63106. Danaulons are gladly accepied to help us continue
our work with 1he poor. People working on this issue include: Joe Angen, Teka Childress, Mark Chmiel, Carol Giles, Bill
Miller, Barbara Prosser, Ellen Rehg. and Mark Scheu. Lefters 10 the editor are encouraged; we'll prini as many as space
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