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WHY THIS ISSUE?
 

Intima~y and solidarity. At first glance they can seem to define the oppo­
site ends of a continuum. Intimacy brings to mind family gatherings, quiet 
momen ts wi th a close fri en d, expe ri en ces of c10seness, tende rness, an d I.,.annth : 
very immediate, oersonal experiences. Solidarity calls to mind the contrary: 
perhaos a large march or orotest rally, work on behalf of people far away or 
quite different from ourselves, orqanized opposition to government policy, large 
numbers of people, intellectual analysis and commitment to an ideal. 

Long or deep experience with either intimacy or solidarity teaches us that 
one leads to another, as certainly as the river to the ocean; in fact, that each 
requires the other. Each experience of profound closeness to another reveals 
to us that we are all one in some unimaginably real \-Iay, that vie are all bound 
to each other, that there is finally only one life, which we all share together. 
So intimacy teaches us the soiidarity of all humanity.

Similarly, if we follow faithfully the call to solidarity with all of humanity 
we fi nd that, as Thomas Merton says ~ II Itall comes down to a fel.,. re 1a ti on shi ps. II 

We find in the Catholic Worker experience that soiidarity with the poor finally 
means finding the poor across the breakfast table from us. Or as Joan Uhlen and 
Rachel Pinal tell us in their letter from Nicaragua, solidarity with the victims 
of militarism leads as far as listening with them to the bombs falling and 
attending their funerals. 

In the title article of this issue, Henri ~ouwen explores carefully the 
ligaments that bind intimacy and solidarity. In the center spread a photo essay 
by Mev Puleo captures for us the clear sight of moments of intimate solidarity. 
Jackie Haessly does us the favor of surveying the same landscape from the oDposite 
viewpoint and explores how we can celebrate the ilntimacies of ou'r 1ives in a \'Iay
that opens us ~o others rather than closing us off from them. Ellen Rehg reflects 
on one application of solidarity as she examines the many facets of gift-giving 
at Christmastime. The house articles, as ever, are their unpredictable blend of 
intimacy in solidarity, experiments of solidarity in intimacy. All in all, the 
hope is that in these varying perspectives on the relationship of intimacy to 
sol idari ty, you may find somethi ng to tdgg.er grm.,.th in your O\'ffi experiments_ 
Joyfully offered for your consideration. 

Virginia Druh~ 

Cover photo by Mev Puleo. 

WE ARE NOT TAX EXEMPT 
All gilts to the Catholic ' ....orker go to a common fund which is used to meet 

the daily expenses of our work. 
Gifts to onr work are not tax-deductible. As a community, we have never 

sought tax-exempt status since we are convinced that justice and the works of 
mercy should be acts of conscience which come at a personal sacrifice, with­
out go'\"ernmental approval, regulation or reward. We believe it would be a 
misuse of our limited resources of time and personnel (as well as a violation 
of our understanding of the meaning of community) to create the organizational 
structure required. and to maintain the paper-work necessary for obtaining 
tax-deductible status. Also, since much of what we do might be consIdered 
"political," In the sense that we strive to question. challenge and confront our 
present society and many of its structures and values. some would deem ns 
technically ineligible for tax.-deductible, charitable status. 
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INTIMACY AND SOLIDARI Y
 
by Century live in the house of fear. Pre­

cisely because fear is such a pervasive 
and omnipresent reality we take it forHenri J.M. Nouwen	 qranted that fear is indeed an acceptable 
force in our daily life and a realistic 

The words we most need to hear during basis for many of our decisions. 
these turbulent days are: "Do not be Is it still oossible to live in the 
afrai d." Zechari ah heard them loJhen the house of love and to 1i sten there to the 
Angel of the Lord aopeared to him in the questions raised by the Lord of love? 
temple and told him that Elizabeth would Maybe \~e are so unused to life \'Iithout fear 
bear-him a son. Mary heard them when that we have become unable to hear the 
Gabriel entered her ho~se in Nazareth to voice of love? Still the invitation is 
announce that she \'Iould conceive and have there loud and clear: "Do not be afraid 
a chi 1d. The shepherds heard them when a come and follow me ... see loJhere I 1i ve 
heavenly choir came to them in the fields ~o out and preach the good news ... the 
and proclaimed the birth of Jesus. The Reign of God is close at hand there are 
two Mary's heard them when they came to many rooms in my Father1s house come ... 
the tomb and noticed that the stone was take for your heritage the Reign prepared 
rolled away. "Do not be afraid." These for you since the foundation of the world." 
are the first words spoken by God's mes- It is the invitation to leave the house of 
sengers. These also are the words spoken fear and live in the house of love. 
by Jesus when he approaches his frightened· The house of love is not simply a place 
disciples on the lake and when he appears in the afterlife - a place in heaven - a 
to the women after hi s res urrecti on. place beyond th is wor1 d. Jesus offers us 

We need to hear these words again, ~his house right in the mids~ of an anxious 
because we are no 1ess fri ghtened than I'/orl d. Therefore it is i moortant to de-
Zechari ah, t~ary, the shepherds, the di s- scri be as well as possfble' what 1i ving in 
ciples or the women at the tomb. In fact the house of love looks like. It seems to 
we have be come s a deeply affe cted by fea r rr:e th at I'le nee d to know the signs by wh i ch 
that we no longer know hOl'l a life without we can recoqnize the true house. 
fear I"ould feel. The more I reflect on One day these signs were given to me by 
the condition of our world, the more I Jean Vanier, the founder of L'Arche, a 
become aware of the fear that domi nates I'/orl dwi de .network of communiti es of menta11 y 
every bit of our being. ~Ie think fearful, handicapped people. Jean Vanier, who has 
we talk fearful, we act and react fearful. 1i ved now for twenty years wi th mentally 
Often that fear has entered so deeply into handicapped people, came to see that inti-
our interiority, that it controls, whether macy, fecundity and ecstasy are the three 
we are aware of it or not, most of our qualities of a life toqether in the house 
choices and decisions. of love. 1,')hen Jean Vanier first told me 

Fear victimizes and controls us in many this I did not fully qrasp the full impli­
ways. Fear can make us upset and angry cati on of I'lhat he sai d, but \'Ihen I read 
but also can drive us to deep depression Jesus' farewell address to his disciples 
and despair. Fear can surround us with my eyes were opened and I realized that 
darkness and make us feel close to destruc- Jesus himself described the life in the 
tion and death. Fear can become so painful house of love as a life in which intimacy, 
and intolerable that we are willing to do fecundity and ecstasy are being nurtured 
anything to be relieved from it, even and celebrated. I would nO\'1 like to 
killing ourseh:es. Fear not seldom appears explore the meaning of one of these three 
as a cruelty rant loJho takec; pas sess i on of qua1iti es of 1; fe in the house of love, 
us and forces us to 1i ve in hi shouse. that of inti macy, an d to refl ect on hOI'! 
Many of us Western people of the 20th intimacy is interconnected with solidarity. 

Henri NO~1en, a Dutch priest and well known spiritual theolegian is currently 
teaching at Harvard Divinity School. The above is excerpted from an unpublis~,ed 
manuscri pt and is used wi th Hen ri 's perm; ss i on. 
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\~hen Jes us says, "Make your home in me 
as I make mine in you, II he offers us an 
intimate place that we can truly call 
"home". In this world there are millions 
of homeless people, homeless because of 
their inner anguish or homeless because of 
being dri ven from thei r 0\'Il1 to\\'ns and 
countries. In prisons, mental hospitals, 
refugee camps, in hidden-a\'iay city apart­
ments, in nursing homes, overnight shel­
ters and many places '''here drug addicts, 
alcoholics and bag ladies gather, we get a 
glimpse of the homelessness of the people 
of our century. There probably is no better 
word to summarize the suffering of our time 
than the \"ord homeless. It reveals one of 
our deeoest -and most Dafnfui condftions~ ­
the condition of not having a sense of 
belonging, of not having a place \'Ihere 
\'ie can feel safe, cared for, 0 rotected 
and loved. Home is that place or space 
where we do not have to be afraid, but 
can let go from our defenses and be free. 
free from worries, free from tensions, 
free from pressures. Home is where h'e 
can laugh and cry, embrace and dance, 
sleep long and dream quietly, eat, read, 
play. \'Ia tch the fi re, 1; sten to mus i c , 
and be with a friend. Home is where we 
can rest and be healed. The word II home" 
gathers a wide range of feelings and 
emotions up into one image, the imaqe 
of a house ''/here it is good to be. It 
is the house of love. 

The first and most obvious quality of a 
home is its intimacy. When we use the word 
intimacy in our daily life ~~ easily asso­
ciate it with privacy~ smallness, coziness 
and a certain exclusiVity. When someone 
refers to a conversation or a party as 
intimate \'Ie tend to think about a fel'/ 
people, a small space, or a confidential 
subject matter. Calling something inti­
mate usually suggests the opposite of being 
open to the public or approachable for 
everyone. 

But here our spiritual experience might 
shOlo,' us someth i ng ve ry new. Those who have 
entered deeply into their heart and have 
found the inti mate home \'Ihere they encounter 
their Lord, come to the mysterious discovery 
that solidarity is the other side of inti­
macy. They come to the awareness that the 
intimacy of GodJs house does not exclude 
anyone but includes everyone. They start 
to see that the home they have found in 
their innermost being is as wide as the 
whole of humanity. Just as distance and 
closeness are no longer valid distinctions 
within God's home. so intimacy and soli­

darity are no longer valid distinctions 
either. It is of great importance to see 
the inner connectedness between intimacy
and solidarity. If we do not recognize 
this connection our spirituality either 
becomes privatistic or activistic and no 
longer reflects the full beauty of living 
in God's home. 

The best wav to see the interconnected­
ness of intimacy and solidarity is to re­
flect on the "'lOrds of St. John: liThe Word 
was made flesh and pitched his tent among 
us. II These words express the mystery that 
God in whom all has been created became part
Of that same creation; it also is the mys­
te ry that God who made us, humans. ; n God I s 
o~m image. appeared among' us in the image
of that same humanity; it finally is the 
mystery that God \'Iho has been rejected by
the sins of humanity became sin to reunite 
humanity with the divine. In Jesus Christ 
all humanity has been gathered and led 
towards God's home. The incarnation of 
God in Jesus Christ ;s the lifting of all 
human flesh into God's own divine intimacy. 
There is no human being in past, present 
or future. in East, West, North or South, 
who has not been embraced by God in and 
through the becoming flesh of the Word. 
This intimate and full divine embrace be­
came manifest to us in the life. death and 
resurrection of Jesus. He lived our lives, 
died our deaths, and lifted all of us up 
into his glory. When we encounter the Lord 
in the intimate soace of our heart, \'Ie 

encounter in him all humanity because 
through hi s 1He, death and resurrecti,on 

-he has made all of humanity his o~m. 

There is no human suffering that has not 
been suffered _in the agony of Jesus on 
the cross. There is no human joy that 
is not celebrated by Jesus in his resur­
rection to new life. There is no human 
death that Jesus has not died; there is 
no human life that Jesus has not lived. 
In him through whom all has been created, 
all has been restored to the glory of God. 

What has this to do \'Iith sol idarity?
It reveals that finding the heart of God 
in our o~m heart means finding the heart 
of humanity, since all humanity is hidden 
in God through Jesus the incarnate word. 
It reveals that in the house of God where 
we find the intimacy we have searched for 
we al so find all human beings gathered and 
recognize them as our brothers and sisters. 
It reveals that what is most intimate is 
most global, what is most private is most 
public, what is most hidden is most visible, 
and what is most human is most divine. 
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Thus intimacy with the Word who became 
flesh becomes solidarity with all people 
and thus the home where I-Ie can be with him 
alone becomes the place where all people 
of time and place can gather into one body. 

- It-really is not possible to meet the 
true Christ without meeting true humanity.
Because a Christ in whom not all people 
are collected is not the true Christ. 
When we belong to Christ we belong to all 
of humani ty. That is \'lhy Jesus prayed for 
hi s di sci P1es \'Iith the words, II Fa ther) they
do not belong to the world any more than I 
belong to the world. Consecrate them in 
the truth. Your word is truth. As you sent 
me into the world, I have sent them into 
the \~orl d, and for thei r sake I consecrate 
~yself so that they too may be consecrated 
in truth. lI (John 17.16-19) \~e cannot live 
in intimate communion \"ith Jesus \'lithout 
being sent out to our brothers and sisters 
who belong to the same humanity that Jesus 
has accepted as his own. Thus intimacy 
manifests itself as solidarity and soli ­
darity as intimacy. 

In our contemporary l'l'or1d solidarity in 
the body of Christ is of unique imoortance. 
Wherever we look we see the devastating 
fear of people for each other. Fear among 
races, religions, nations, continents. Fear 
ben...een rich and poor, North and South, 
East and West. ~Iherever this fear rules 
there is division, leading to hatred, vio­
lence, destruction and war. It certainly 
is not obvious that we human beings are 
brothers and sisters belonging to the same 
family and 1i vi n9 in the same home. It 
seems that everything \'1e read in the papers, 

o 
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hear on the radio and see on television 
about the condition of the world confirms 
the saying, IlHomo homini 1upur:" Humankind 
is wolf to humankind. And since our human 
intelligence is inventing ever more inge­
nious instruments of destruction, humanity 
comes every day closer to its own annihila­
tion. Not solidarity but fragmentation is 
the most visible quality of the way humans 
relate to each other. Indeed we need new 
eyes to see and new ears to hear in order 
to rediscover the truth of Qur unity. Thi~ 
unity cannot be perceived by our braken, 
S1 nful , anxi ous hearts. Only a heart wi1:h 
nerfect love c~n perceive the unity of hu­
manity. This requires indeed a divine 
perception. God sees people as on~, as 
belonging to the same fnmily and living in 
the same horre. It is this divine percep­
t i on Go d wan ts to sh a!"e \>lith us. God 
\'l'"nted to ('pen our eyes by sending the 
o~ly beloved son to live and die for us 
all" so that through this perfect love, 
that embraces all people in ti~e and 
pl ace. we 1'lou1 d corne to Sfle th~t indeed 
we belong together. 

li vi~"g inthe" i-nt i ma-::y of God I s home we 
can come to see thnt the God who loves us 
with a perfect love includes all human 
beings in that love i'lit.hout in any \'1ay d~­

minishing the unique quality of this love 
for each individual person. Bein9 ;nvitert 
into the household of God's love we can­
see the fragmentati0n of humanity wi~h the 
eyes of God and hear its agony witr the 
ears af G~d. Thus our intimate communion 
\.!i th the God of perfpc:t love becomes an 
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inti mate communi on \'IHh all human bei,n9s 
who are suffering in the world. It is that 
\'lorl dwi de intimate communion that reveals 
that God's home has no excluding walls nor 
narrOl.... dOD rs. I[ I am the door, I[ Jesus says, 
IIAnyone who enters through me wi 11 be safe. II 

(John 10.9) The fuller we enter into the 
home of love the clearer we see that 'lIe are 
there together with all our brothers and 
sisters of humanity and the deeper we under­
stand that in and through Christ we are 
part of one family. In the home of God we 
are consecrated to the truth, that is to 
the betrothal with God and with all God's 
people. This;s the spiritual basis of 
solidarity. This also is the ground of all 
Christian action. As prayer leads us into 
the house of God and God's people, so action 
leads us back into the world to work there 
for reconciliation, unity and peace. Once 
we have come t.o kno\'1 the truth we want to 
~ct truthfully and reveal to the world its 
true nature. All Christian action, whether 
it is vi siti ng the s; ck, feedi ng the hungry, 
clothing the naked, or working for a more 
just and peaceful society, is a manifesta­
tion of the human solidarity revealed to us 
in the house of God. It is not an anxiou£ 
huw.an effort to create a better world. It 
is a confident expression of the truth that 
in Christ death, evil and destruction have 
been overcome. It is not a fearful attempt 
to restore a broken order. It i~ a joyful
manifestation that all order has already 
been restored. It is not a nervous struqgle 
to bring divided people together, but a ce­
lebrat~on of an already established unity. 
Th~s action is not activism. An activist 
\olan ts to hea1, res tore, redeem and re cre ate, 
but those acting within the home of God 
point through their action to the healing, 
restoring, redeeming and recreating presence 
of God. 

Jean Vanier has understood this very
well. When one sees the many small homes 
for the handicapped, one wonders if'Jean 
and his coworkers could not use their time 
and energy a lot better. While the needs 
of the world are so urgent and pressing,
hundreds of capable and very intelligent 
men and women spend their time, often all 
their time, to feed very broken people, 
to help them walk, to just be with them 
and to give them the small comfort of a 
loving word, a gentle touch, or an encou­
raging smi'le. For anyone trying to make it 
in our society, built on efficiency and 
contro.l, these people are wasting, their 
time. What they dQ is highly inefficient, 
useless and unsuccessful. Why give so much 
effort to people who never will be able 
to make it on their o~m, while the world is 
crying for people who \'/111 take on the 
burning issues of our time? Jean Vanier 
knows that in this useless work for the 
poo,r the truth is being revealed. It is 
the truth of God's perfect love for all 
people. Those who dedicate themselves _ 
to these !'little ones" are manifesting to 
the world that all people are gathered in 
the home of God into a divine solidarity. 
By living and working wi~h them they move 
beyond the fal se di sti nction bebleen 
handicapped and normal, poor and rich, 
inefficient and efficient, and Witness to 

Ithe unity of all who live in the home 
of God. Thus thei r II; rre Ievant" 1; ves 
acquire a divine relevancy, the relevancy 
of the God who is revealed to us in the 
weakness of a small child, an itinerant 
preacher and a cruei fi,ed outcast. 

The intimacy of the house of love always 
leads to solidarity with the weak. The 
close r we come to the heart of the On e who 
loves us with an unconditional love, the 
freer we are to let the small people come 
close to us and celebrate their redeemed 
humanity with us. + 
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CELEBRATION: GIFT and PROMI E
 
by 

Jacqueline Haessly 

Joyous moments, happy events, times of 
special re'.'lards, all are cause for cele­
brption. Local, regional and national 
holidays and religious holydays add other 
rich occasions for celebration. Even the 
oain of struggle, of seDaration, and in 
death, the oain of dying, find expression 
through their own forms of celebration. 
Celebrations in our life recall the " 
specialness of a time, a place, a memorv 
sacred to ourselves, our family, our com­
munity, or our people. 

The ability to celebrate ;s first of 
all a gift, one passed down from parent 
to child throughout the ages of human 
history. Celebration affirms in a most 
unique way our humanness, our ability to 
mark those occasions of significance to 
us as individuals, as families, as com­
munities, and as nations. Our spirits 
need celebration to sustain us through 
the long moments of sameness and even 
tiredness in our daily lives. Celebration 
keeps our spirits going--growing--through­
out the long journeys of our individual 
and collective lives. 

We have only to recall the anticipation 
and joy of those moments of celebration 
from our 0'.'10 childhood to recognize that 
this is so. Births, baptisms, marriages, 
ordinations, religious VOl'IS, and the anni­
versaries of these events took their place 
right alongside Christmas, Easter and Hal­
10'.'leen as oc cas ions for joyous partyi ng . 
HOI'I we looked fon...ard to each new event, 
each anniversary of past events with happy 
expectation~ 

As adults we continue the search for 
reasons to celebrate. New friendshios. 
new jobs, secular and religious, loc~l 
and national holidays, even deaths and 
funerals all find expression in the ritual 
of our adult celebrations. And the cele­
bration of these ev~nts or 0t~ers like 
them is common to members of the human 
family all around the globe. Only the 
ritual ;s different. 

Ritual is a significant aspect of all 
celebration. t~usic, song, dance, shared 
food and companionship, and at times gifts, 
each form important ingredients to our 
celebrations. And these ingredients are 
common to most, perhaps even all, cultures 
of the world. Peoples from the small towns 
and villages that dot our universe, as \'t'ell 
as th ose of us \"ho res ide in the cit i es 
and megalopolises of our \'mrld, all find 
creative ways to express ourselves in 
~1t~al during those moments which call 
for celebration. 

However, for most of us there are siq­
ni fi cant di fferences between the I'lays that 
'.'Ie and the ''lays that peoples of most other 
cultures celebrate. For most of us who 
live out our daily lives within the context 
and values of a middle class American cul­
ture, celebration has lost much of its 
simplicity and spont~neity. Often fami­
lies, school and community groups, civic 
organizations and at times even religious 
institutions have forgotten hOl'l to respond 
with their o~m creativity to the signifi­
cant celebrative moments in their lives. 

Too often families and others have 
allowed Madison Avenue and its counter­
parts across the nation to replace "CELE­
BRATION" with its own bra.nd of "SELL-ABRA­
TIUN", complete with well-planned and well­
advertised events generated by the card, 
flo'.'ler, 1iquor and other consumer goods
industries of our country. Buy~ Buy~ Buy: 
becomes the common chant of the vendor. 
Moments of celebration become instead 
moments and even months of slick adverti­
sing and increased sales. Play and ritual 
become the \'Iell-planned and ...,en-prepared 
events of those who reao the Drofi ts. 

In our consumer-oriented society, gift­
giving of PRESENTS replaces the long-estab­
lished tradition of the giVing of PRESENCE. 
In some families hand-crcfted items or 
gifts of time from either an adult or a 
chil d are thought to have "less val ue, and 
indeed are sometimes even scorned dS mean­
ingful gift-ideas by both the giver and 
the receiver. The centuries-aid practi~e 
of sharing the fruits of our harvest, or 

Jackie Haessly, mother of five and director of the Milwaukee Peace Education 
Center, is the author of Peacemaking: Family Activities for Justice and Peace. 
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in another season) the labors of love from 
our kitchens and \'iorkbenciles, are replaced
with elaborate catering or party clubs 
from all the fast-food chains. 

Freq uen t 1y, too, the foods ""e s ha re and 
the gi fts ...,e gi ve contri bute in thei r o\'m 
way to the increasing brokenness of our 
\'Ieary world. Highly processed and packaged 
foods are channeled to those,with abundance, 
often leaving the poor without adequate 
nourishrrent to sustain "life. Gifts from 
that endless array of consumer products 
that line our toy shops, discount markets 
and department stores frequently find their 
origins in the limited natural resources 
of our \'/orl d. 

Massive amounts of energy are consumed 
in their production, often with low or 
even subsistence \'Iages paid to the ·laborers. 
Many of the items, hastily made, or from 
materials of low quality, break easily,
often even during the first day of use. 
Thus they become part of the gro\'1i n9 \'~aste 

piies of our over-polluted world. Celebra­
tions should be times of happiness,
contributing to the joy in our world. 
No one, and no portion of the earth we 
each call hor~, shOUld be harmed just
because another individual or group
celeDrates. 

How can vl~ re1ea rn ~,ays of ce j ebrati on 
that contribute to the Duilding up, not 
the tea r; n9 down of the ea rth an d its 
oeople? We c0uld learn much from peoples
from tribal villages and impoverished" 
countries or cultures around the world~ 

who, lacking in manv of the material 
comforts we"would cair civilization, 
have much to teach us about the meanino 
of celebration and hm'! tc celebrate. ." 

Through celebration' we affirm 

our trust in the present 

and our hope for the future 

Even in our own country groups like the 
United Farm \~orkers and our ethn ic poor 
of many cultures and geographical loca­
tions bring a simplicity and a sponta­
nei ty to thei r celebrati ons. I f we watch 
carefully and listen attentively to what 
these people have to say to us, we can 
receive from them the gift of redis­
covering the joys \'Ih; ch flO\'I from sim­
plicity in our celebrations. 

\~e need to retain the ritual. \~e need 
music, song, dance) for our spirits. We 
need a shari nq of mernor; es \'Ih; ch reca 11 
what this event, this occasion is all 
about. We need food and drink to nou­
rish our bodies and we need companionship 
to make all this worthwhile. And yes, 
at times we even need to share gifts,
those tokens of our love and esteem which 
say in simple yet effective ways, uI love 
you and you are important to me~1I 

For those of us who struggle to brin~ 
about justi ce and peace ina broken \'Iorl d, 
celebration helps us to bring our vision 
of global Wholeness closer to reality. 
That our world is indeed a global village 
is fact. The challenge which faces us as 
PEACEMAKERS is to help make that fact a 
felt reality in the hearts and minds of 
all peoples. This is a difficult and 
sometimes even risky and dangerous task. 
On our lengthy journey toward heal ing 
this broken world, \'Ie ourselves need to 
pause to celebrate, for celebration 
strengthens us in the long struggle for 
justice when our spirits become weary 
with the foreverness of the movement. 

Through celebration we affirm our trust 
in the oresent and our hope for the future. 
For why else celebrate? 
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The importance of play in the ritual of 
celebration needs special emphasis for those 
of us i'lho call ourselves peacemakers. For 
too long and too often have I attended 
lengthy meetings, l'forkshops, and even week­
long conferences which allol'led time for 
program reports, financial reports, films, 
worship, lectures, more lectures and even 
more lectures and sometimes nary a moment 
for play. My spirit cries at such abuse. 
Surely the words of Jesus, "Unless you 
become as 1itt1e ch il dren ... " referre d to 
their ability to take time to run and 
dance and sing and play~ 

Through the patterns I'le choose for our 
celebrations I....e can enable ourselves, our 
families, our friends to make a signifi ­
cant contribution toward \'Iholeness in our 
global village. We can make our 0\'10 gifts 
or choose from that rich assortment of 
quality hand-crafted items made by ethnic 
groups around the world. We can include 

rituals and traditions from cultures dif­
ferent from our own. \~e can t"aste the 
foods and enjoy the music of ethnic groups
from across the street or around the globe. 
In the process of changing or modifying our 
patterns of celebration, together we can 
simplify our life styles, discover the 
richness of traditions different from 
our o~m, and thus sha~e in the efforts to 
build a more just and peaceful world. 

The gift of celebration, holding dear 
those moments precious in our personal and 
collective lives, is also a promise for our 
future. This is the promise which celebra­
tion holds for each of us, that together 
with our sisters and brothers, all members 
of the one family of God, we can celebrate 
with song and dance, play and praise, the 
building up of the Peaceable Garden for" 
all who live with us on this planet earth 
~Ie each call home. 0
 

''As a tangible sign ofour need and desire to do penance we, for the cause of peace, commit ourselves to 
fast and abstinence on each Friday of the year. We call upon our people DOluntarily to do penance on Fri­
day by eating less food and by abstaining from meaL This return to a traditional practice ofpenance, 
once well observed in the U.S. Churc~ should be accompanied by works of charity and service toward 
our neighbors. Every Friday should be a day significantly devoted to prayer, penance and almsgiuing 
for peace. " Bishops' Pastoral Letter on War and Peace 
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LIFE IS A GIFT
 
THE FIRST CHRISTMAS WAS T.RULY COUNTER-CULTURAL
 

by ELLEN REHG 

One way to live in greater solidarity
with the reality of an impoverished world 
is to explore alternate forms of celebra­
ting Christmas. Many people have long been 
dissatisfied with the way in which this 
holiday is observed in our culture. Santa 
Claus fits in nicely with the capitalist 
creed of material consumption. Indeed, 
Santa personifies:the free-enterprise
Christmas: under a veneer of generosity 
he urges us all to buy for others and to 
expect to be bought for. This hard eco­
nomic fact is cloaked with the outward 
trappings of religious and secular good 
\'Ii 11 in order to lend enthusiasti c appro­

val to an annual frenzy of material con­
sumption. Santa's greatest gift is the 
boon that the observance of Christmas 
brings to the economy. " 

Maybe this isn't bad, but maybe this 
isn't Christmas either. The first Christ­
mas was truly counter-cultural: the infant 
Jesus represented the antithesis of King
Herod and all worl dly power. Nm'ladays 
Santa. the capitalist christ. walks hand­
in-hand with the 'kings' of our culture. 
Thus Santa preserves "a facsimile of Christ's 
generosity. but strips him of his radical 
meaning. 

To celebrate Christmas r~dically one 
must uncover and reclaim its root meaning. 
But what is the meaning of Christmas? One 
can answer in many ways: that God became 
human, vulnerable, weak, that the prophecy 
of Isaiah is fulfilled and~s~al~v~a~t~i~o~n~in~c~a~r~-__~ 

nate. that a little child leads us. To me, 
above all, Christmas teaches us that life 
is a gift. Our life, all life, is given 
to us unconditionally and ~nbidden. There 
was no exchange between human; ty and God ," 
no bargaining or mutual reimburseme~t, as 
the form of a capitalist Christmns repro­
duces, that resulted in our life. God 
gives us not only our lives. but our Life, 
Christ. There can be no price tag on all 
that God is which is given to us~ 

- "How do \'le man; fest thi s di vi ne act of 
love in our Christmas observance? ~ 
better question might be, within a ma­
teri ali 5 ti c context. how can \'le pass i bly 
represent the truth? I think we must 
change the context and celebrate Christ­
mas counterculturally, as befits the li~e 
of the one \'Ihose bi,rth weoremember. ThlS 
entails that we observe Christmas pri­
marily as a spiritual feast day, not as a 
climax to the shopping season. To do so 
may requi re that we remain counter-cl,lltural 
every other day of the year, for we can't 
pluck one day from 364 others and expect 
it taLJiiffer from the oredominant fabric 
of -our 1i ves. In opDo"si"tion to "a "1 i fe­
style of conspiouous consumption we may 
adopt a carefully nurtured simplicity or 
a commitment to voluntary poverty. 

Having said all of this, I do not want 
to strip Christmas entirely of gift-giving, 
but rather expand the notion of giving, 
saving the gift from the emptiness of a 
mere purchase. For giving itself is cen­
tral to the idea of Christmas, but our 
giving and our celebration needn't be 
narrowly focused on the exchange of mate­
rial objects. A gift can be an incarna­
tion of the love which is present in our 
lives, as the gift of Christ is a manifes­
tation of GodJs love for us. How we en­
flesh the meaning and love which informs 
our life is the \'lay in which \'Ie give the 
best of ourselves to one another. 

_ 

Ellen Rehg is a community member at Karen House. She is working on an M.A. 
in philosophy at St. Louis University. Her favorite color is white. 
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EVERY HOME SHOUL-D 

HA VE A CHRIST ROOM 

by Dorothy Day 

But when we talk of the I'lorks of mercy, we usually thi nk of feedi ng the hungry, 
clothing the naked, and sheltering the homeless. We haye had to do them all, even 
to burying the dead. One does not necessarily have to establish, run, or live in 
a House of Hospital ity, as Peter named the hospi ces w@ have been running ~round the 
country. in order to practi ce the \'/Orks. of mercy. The early Fathers of the Church 
said that every house should have a Christ's room. But it ;s generally only the 
poorest who are hospitable. A young college graduate hitchhiking across the country 
during the depression (he \'las trying to make up his mind about his vocations) said 
that the on ly place that he found hospital i ty I'las among the Negroes and the Mexi cans. 
Certainly priests I housekeepers did not extend any. He met so much misery and star­
vat.ion even, that \'Ihen he reached Los Angeles, he finally started a House of Hospi­
tv. 1i ty there, and in that house he met I'li th so many i mpossi b1e cases that he turned 
rna re an d mor'e to the sp i ri tua1 I'leapons, and n0\'/ he is a· priest, \'1ith the mos t pal-Ie r ­
ful h/eapons of all in his hand. 

Every house shoul d have a Chri st I s room. The coat \."hi ch hangs in your closet 
belongs to the poor. If your brother comes to you hungry and you say, Go be thou 
filled, what kind of hospitality is that? It is no use turning people a\'lay to an 
agency, to the city or the state or the Catholic Charities. It is you yourself I'lho 
must ~erform the works of mercy_ Often you can only give the price of a meal, or a 

.bed on the Bowery. Often you can on.ly hope that it I'lill be spent for that. Often 
yOIl CRn literally take off a garment if it only be a scarf and wann some shivering 
brother. But persona11y ~ at a Rersona1 sacri fi ce, these were the \'1ays, Peter used 
to insist, to combat the growing tendency on the part of the State to take over. 
The great danger \'Ias the State taking over the job which our Lord Himself gave us to 
do, "Inasmuch as you di d it unto one of the least of these my brethren, you have done 
it unt,o me." 

Of co urse hu sban ds mu s t be cons i de red, an d wi ves must be can side red, and chil dren . 
One must look after one's Q\ofll family, it is true. But Fr. Coady said once, "I'le can 
all do ten times as much as we think \'Ie can do." 

"
Excerpted from The Catholic Harker, May 1947. 
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r divine gift 
ndfearfuI distance." 

y Mev Puleo 

J.M. Nouwen 
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God is 

revealed 

to us 

in the weakness 

ofa 

small child. " 
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United States citizens will spend $20 billion this holiday season for gifts for family 
and friends who have no or little need of them. But there are alternatives which are in 
harmony with the solidarity demands of the Christian gospel. Please consider for your 
spouse" community, friends, etc. 

ilL TERNil TIVE RESOURCES
 
The Alternative Celebrations Catalogue Peacemaking: 

-
Family Activities for Justice 

edited by Milo Shannon-Thornberry. A se­ and Peace, by Jacqueline Haessly. Both 
lection of the best resources from the theoretical and practical, this book offers 
first four Alternatives Catalogues. It insight, information and activity sugges­
includes a discussion of major religious tions to help families learn to become 
and secular holidays, a compendium of cele­ peacemake rs .' Inc1udedis a chapter on 
bration suggestions that are considerate alternative celebrations. Paulist Press, 
of all peoples, detailed plans for gift­ 1980. $2.45. 
making and gift-giving, a guide to ways
of living that are characterized by new Alternative Celebrations Catalogue, 4th 
forms of cooperation among people, and a Edition. A resource for material on "cele­
look forward at the issues facing those bration of life" as well as ideas for 
in the movement to\'la rd re sponsi b1eli vi ng. making holidays and ce1ebr,at;ons more 
This volume is designed to encourage inte­ nurturing of human growth, and more sup­
rest in living and celebrating responsibly. portive of global justice and peace.
Pilgrim Press, 1982, $8.95. Alternatives, 1978, 248pp. $5.00. 

Order from Alternatives, PO Box 429,5263 Bouldercrest Rd., Ellenwood, GA 30049 

parentinr for Peace and Justice, by James 
and Kath een McGinnis, Orbis Press. $7.25 
from Institute for Peace and Justice, 4144 
Lindell, St. Louis, MO 63108. 

Gift subscriptions are a year-round remembrance. Some suggestions: 

THE CATHOLIC ~IORKER is the original CW newspaper founded by Dorothy Day in 1933.- Subscrio­
tions 25¢ (or more) a year. 36 E. First St., N.X., MY 10003. 

THE CATHOLIC AGITATOR will send a gift subscription and announcement card for $1.25. 
632 N. Brittania St., L.A., CA 90033 

THE ROUND TABLE, quarterly journal of Catholic \~orker life and thought in St. Louis. 
Donations accepted. Write to: Mark Scheu, Karen House, 1840 Hogan, St. Louis, MO 63106. 

FELLOWSHIP, monthly magazine of the inter-faith pacifist organization, FelTO\'lship of 
Reconciliation (FOR). $ID/yr., Fellowship af Reconciliation, Box 271, Nyack, NY 10960. 

Consider a donation in the name of a family member or friend to a group whose work is 
life-giving and in line l.nth gospel values. How about your local Catholic loforker House 
of Hospitality? Contact the Institute for Peace and Justice, 4144 Lindell Blvd., St. 
Louis, MO 63108 for announcement cards designed for this puroose. 

Jubilee Crafts is a non-profit Christian organization dedicated to marketing crafts made 
by third-\'Iorld peoples. Their primary goal is education concerning the conditions of the 
craftmakers. For catalogue: Jubilee Crafts, 300 \L Apsley St., Philadelphia, PA 19144. 

Third World Handarts is a non-profit organization sending volunteers to twelve countries 
and marketing the products_ of local artisans. For more information: 1618 N. French St., 
Santa Ana, CA 92701. 
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SOLIDARITY IN NICARAGUA
 
Iglesia San Jose 
Ocotal) Dept. of Nuevo 

Segovia
Nicaragua 
June 5, 1984 

Dear Family, Sisters and friends, 
Friday, June 1st, is a day that will not 

soon be forgotten by any of us here in Oco­
tal. Early that morning, at about 4:45 AM, 
we were awakened by the sound of gun fi re 
and then explosions. It seemed very close 
to ou r house. The ra l'ie re fou r 0 f us toge­
ther here: both of us along with Pastora, 
the Nica lay pastoral worker who lives with 
us and Mary Agnes Curran, a Franciscan sis­
ter who had just recently arrived in Nica­
ragua and was up here visiting Ocotal. 
Immedi ately we all gathered in the halll'iay 
of the house which is the safest place
since it ;s betl'ieen blo double walls. We 
threw ourselves on the floor and waited 
together as the sounds of battle seemed to 
come closer. As time went on we could hear 
the sounds of shouting and explosives 
coming nearer the house. Our tense waiting 
seemed endless, and our bodies cramped as 
we counted over 50 major explosions. At 
about 6:15 or so, there seemed to be a lull 
and Rachel immediately crawled to the 
phone and called our Maryknoll Sisters in 
Leon to info rm them of wh at was happeni n9. 
Thank God the phones here \'Iere sti 11 work­
ing, although the electricity was out. We 
then turned on Radio Segovia but found it 
was silent. 

At about 7:30 AM, there was another lon­
ger lull in the fighting. We all grabbed 
our erne rgency sui teases I'l'e keep on hand and 
qui ckly got something to eat. \·Ie prepared 
some food and water s upp1ies. We both 
\'/ent out bri efly to fi nd out \'ihat \'ias hap­

pening and what we could do. Pastora went 
to report to the Chi ld Care Center where 
she works. In our travels we discovered 
that the attacks had been targeted on sev­
era1 places tna t I'/e re vita 1 to the eco­
nomic well-being of our people: the grain 
storage silos, the lumber yard, the coffee 
processing plant, the electric plant, and 
the radio station. 

At about 9:00 AM, when Mary Agnes and 
both of us were back at the house together
the fighting started agai~. We qUickly 
pulled a table into the hallway, put mat­
tresses over the top and sat underneath 
for protection. This was an old trick 
Joanie had l'earned during the insurrection. 
The sound of the mortar fire was quite 
close again. Every now and then the impact
caused some plaster to fall from our 
ceiling. At one point I'le heard shots and 
the splintering of wood. There we sat, 
sweating from the heat and fear, and praying. 

At about 10:00 N~ a plane began flying­
overhead, but we di dn It know' whose pl ane 
it was and the fear of aerial bombardment 
became quite real. Shortly after that, the 
fi ghti ng calmed dmm again and it seemed 
to us that the shouting and explosions 
were more in the distance. He found out 
that the plane was Ni caraguan- and was 1ater 
join~d by two helicopters as they chased 
the contra forces into the hills. 

On the streets, the Red Cross was out 
taking care of the \\'ounded -and dead. We 
packed up our emergency belongings and 
carried them to the house of a neighbor. 
(Joan also carried her ukulele with her 
since she cannot imagine how she would 
ever get along I'li thout it). We wanted to 
be closer to the people in the event of 
more attacks, and the family \'ias waiting 

Sister Joan Uhlen is a Maryknoll Sister who has worked in Nicaragua since 1972. Sr. 
Rachel Pinal is a Presentations Sister and Maryknoll Associate. Both sisters have been 
serving in Ocatal since 1980 doing education and pastoral work. 
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for us. People began gathering slowly on 
the street; many appeared stunned. When 
they saw us with our belongings some asked 
us if we were leaving Ocotal. We assured 
them we were staying. 

After leaving our things with our neigh­

bors, we spent the day visiting those who 
loJere recovering thei r dead, trying to 
comfort, to be of use in some small ways. 
We also spent ti~e trying to make contact 
with our Bishop and our sisters in Managua 
who were getting information out to our 
congregations and families. This was a 
challenge, to say the least, with the phone 
system the way it was~ And i~: 

About 3:00 in the afternoon, there was 
a call to go to the Plaza to participate 
in an act of homage to the dead and an act 
of repudiation of the aggression. We went 
down, and there the political leaders of 
the zone gave us information about all 
that had happened: 12 dead, 34 wounded in 
Ocotal, and we saw also bodies, too, of 
some of the contra who had been killed. We 
then went by the radio station which was 
burned and gutte~ out. We also saw hun­
dreds of bu~let holes in the surrounding 
houses. Peoole said that two people had 
been ki 11 ed- the re; one youn g man was burned 
alive. \~e returned wearily to our neighbor's 
house and tried to rest-that night after 
taki ng coffee down to the people who \olere 
doing night watch.

How hard it was to rest, thinking of the 
heartbreaking suffering of those who were 
waking their loved ones, attentive to 
every sound that mi ght mean a new attack ... 

The next day, Peg Healy, our Maryknoll 
Coordinator, came up with the people from 
CEPAO, the Evangelical Development Agency, 
the Witness for Peace and the Red Cross. 
They, a1on g \oli t h membe rs of \1 FP who carr:e 

in from Jalapa, arrived in time for the 
funeral mass and procession to the ceme­
tery for 6 of those from Ocotal who had 
been killed. (Some of the others \olho had 
been kill ed \....e re mi 1iti a from other towns). 
We walked in the long funeral orocession 
to the cemetery where Victor Tirado Lopez, 
one of the meniliers of the National Direc­
torate of the FSLN who had come from 
Managua, paid homage to the dead and 
called on the U.S. again to stop this 
senseless policy of intervention which 
was causing so much suffering. He repeated
Nicaragua1s willingness to dialogue and 
to negotiate. 

At the cemetery, our ears were filled 
with the sobs and cries of family members 
who \ole re buryi n9 thei r 1Dved ones. He wen t 
from grave to grave, family to family, to 
hug and pray and console. The fact that we 
were North Americans solicited no rejec­
tion from them. They understand deeply how 
much people in the U.S. feel and vigil 
l'Ii th -them. 

f4a ry Agnes returned to Man agua wi th -the 
people from CEPAD. Peggy and 4 af the folks 
from WFP stayed. So we were 8 with Pastora. 
Peggy and our friends quickly took over the 
phones and doorbells and meals and sent us 

to bed because we were exhausted. They 
were all a blessing. 

The next day, Sunday, \"e started off 
after sharing the Word of God together. We 
wanted to visit the places that had been 
attacked in order to collect information 
and to grasp what had been the results of 
all the mortars and shooting we had heard. 

We began at the lumber yard; it was 
bleak and shocking. At th0 sight of it, 
physical pain clutched at Rachel IS stomach. 
Words can begin to describe the horror of 
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each place ',ole vi sited. but they ,cannot
tell the whole story. The pain in peoples' 
eyes tells more of that story, that i·/hat
'.'las done here \'las not an attack against 
mil i tary powers. It I....as an attack agai nst 
PEOPLE: men, l,olOIi~n, and, most sadly, chi 1­
dren. As we stood in front of the charred 
and sti 77 burning beans and corn from the 
silos !'ihi oh were ,attacked, it was impos­
sible for us to imagine how anyone could 
think they were achievin9 anything by
burning our food supplies. These peop1e
have worked so "very hard in their fields 
for the so very little that they have ... 
II Frui t of the v'i ne - the s~/ea t, t he toil 
- th~"work of human hands." 

\'ihat is so hard "for us as U.S. citizens 
is to know that our government is financing 
all this death dealing. In the still­
smoking rubble of< the coffee plant, the 
lumber'ya~d, the granery, we found the con­
crete evidences of our country's partici­
pati on: bull et j acke ts from U. S. \o,'eapons, 
cardboard shell cases with NATO written 
on them, big pieces of shrapenl. The in­
strurrents of death ... and suffering ... and 
destruction, in the hands of what Mr. 
Reagan calls "freedom fighters". And yet, 
even during these days, in the midst of 
terror and -pai.n, \'le nave aho \-li.tnessed 
so much 1i fe and courage and the \'/i 11 to 
live and endure. In the midst of the 
heaviest fighting, when ''Ie were pinned 
inside our house, we heard a young girl 
I'lalklng around the neighborhood \'I1th a 
loudspeaker asking for blood donors to 
report to the hosoital to give blood for 
the wounded. And then there was the young 
,,,oman in the ye 11 0\'/ dres 5 \'/hom \'le he 1d 
at the cemetery while she sobbed for her 
brother who had been killed. A few hoUrs 
later, she was working ~ith a lJo~unteer 
brigade who was trying to save the unburned 
corn and rice at the grainery before the 
rains came. And the detenmination in the 
voi ce of the 'f/a tchman at the 1umberya rd 
'''ho 'promised that with their faith, and the 
help of God, they "lOuld rebuild yet again. 
Such hope and faith and valiant determi­
nation is a gift to us. "Blessed are the 
humble, for they sha11 inherit the earth." 

We all returned home after a long day 
Of gathering testimonies and information, 
tired and sad, and yet uplifted by these 
signs of life. 80th of us had already gqne 
to bed ,-,hen the i-lOrd came that we \'/ere' aga i n 
in a state of alert and that there was 
contra moverr.ent nearby. Peggy 1et us knm'l, 
and \~le all got into our Il crisis clothes" 
and go~ 0 r emergency bags ready again, 
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"You will want to seek out the structural reasons 
which foster or cause the different forms o{poverty in 
the world and in your own country, 80 that you. can 
apply the proper remedies . .. IbecouseJ the poor of 
the United States and ofthe world are your brothers 
and sisters in Christ. " 

-John Paul II, Yankee Stadium, 1979 

including our first-aid running bag. If 
we heard anything in the dist.ance, we 
were all to move immediate,ly to our 
neighbor's house. The alert was a cruel 
reminder that these attacks would continue. 
Our'r'lFP friends'\"ere stil1l'/ith us, and 
so after getting prepared, we all sat 
together aga i. n and prayed: "What the re­
fore can separate us from the love of 
God?" (Romans 8) and 8i shop Romero I s 
words reminded us of the joy and haDe that 
are a part of our Gosp~l call, eve~ in the 
midst of fear. And that forgiveness, too, 
is a gospel imperative. Our tiredness and 
nervousness turned to calm; we even sang 
a few &ongs 1n remarkable harmony~ ~nd 
then we all went to sleep, literally with 
our boots on. Blessedly, there was no 
disturbance in the night's peace. 

And so here we are. \~e want you to 
knO\'I that through. all of thi s \'~e have 
never felt alone. Strangely enough, Jesus' 
presence is felt so strongly even through
fear and tension. The people of Ocotal , 
our neighbors and friends, are constant 
companions and sources of strength. So 
many came to see how we \'Iere, to send 
bread or a nacat?male. They shared their 
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called from the U.S. to give
here their solidarity. 

\·Ie carry you all in our hearts and 
we feel stronger because of you as we 
face whatever comes. We've learned so much 
along the ....Iay and we are ever better 
prepared to loo'k into the future and to 
find ways to continue to serve and be 
served by the people here. We are certain 
that our God holds us and these people 

very clos~ and that God 1 s promise ,of life 
and hope is faithful. The words of Isaiah 
echo our own hopes and deepest prayer: 

On this mountain God will remove
 
the mourning veil covering all peoples,
 
the shroud enwrapping all nations.
 
and will destroy Death forever.
 
The Lo rd Yarll"eh I'li 11 It/i oe a''1a y
 
the tears from every cheek. ~
 
will take away the people's shame
 
everY'"here on earth.
 
for Yahweh has said so,
 
lhat day, it wi 11 be sai d. "See,
 

this ;s our God 
in whom we hope for salvation; 
Yahl'leh is the one in \'Ihom \'/e hoped." 

Isaiah 25:7-10 

Peace, 

Joan Uhlen, r·1.M. 
Rachel Pinal, P.B.V.N. 
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From Karen House 
by TEKA CHILDRESS 

At Karen House we are continually made 
a\~are of the plight of homeless women who 
are mentally ill. The struggle that these 
women go through is very much in my mind 
because of one particular woman whom I will 
ca11 Rebecca. Rebecca 1i ved \'ii tli us for a 
couple of months until her time was up. We 
offered to extend her stay on the condition 
that she receive mental health care which 
she had been refusing up to that time. 
Seemingly, without a second thought, Re­
becca chose to leave rather than see a 
psychiatrist. She claims to have some­
where to stay, but we believe she lives 
on the street. She comes everyday to 
eat at our house and ~~ice when she has 
come she had been badly beaten up. The 
first time we suspect she had been raped 
and the second time she had been cut with 
a knife and beaten about her face. This 
last time she was hurt we offered to 
drive her to where she stayed or to let 
her sleep on the couch, but she declined 
our assi stance. 

Several questions arise as we get to 
know Rebecca and others who are mentally 
ill who deny it and who refuse help. If 
we desi re to love these \'/omen how do we 
respond"to them anrl to their illnesses? 
How long do we let these women stay with 
us who have no chance of making it on 
thei r OI"n? Are we supporting thei r ill­
ness by letting them stay without taking 
steps to get well? Yet, can we watch them 
wandering the streets, becoming victims 
to those who would harm them? There are 
no pat answers to any of these questions. 
\~e do our best to help the women who 
come to us yet try not to take a\'iay thei r 
freedom or their responsibility for their 
lives. We have in a few instances decided 
to force women into Malcolm Bliss against 
their will when we felt they were endan­
gering their o...m or others' lives and seemed 
unable to choose freely because of their 
sickness. We are currently pursuing such 
a course \'iith regard to Rebecca. 

We must allow ourselves to be 

involved in their lives..; 

Yet, along with our own personal response 
to Rebecca there is another issue at hand. 
Hm" shou1d sod ety respon d to her? Rebecca 
is one of one million people who are home­
less and mentally ill, according to a recent 
study done by the American Psychiatric Asso­
ciation. The group was evaluating the trend 
of the homeless mentally ill. The number 
of mentally ill on the street has grown with 
the tendency the last coupre of decades to 
release them from institutions and place 
them in the community. Obvi ous ly, there is 
a problem here. Resources need to be 
available in the community for them, such 
as group living situations. Otherwise, 
the mentally ill are not plac~d in the 

I Community, they are just dumped out of 
hospitals on their own. 

·If we believe as Christians that we 
I	 are one body then we must attend to these 

people. We must- allow ourselves to be 
involved in their lives and the struggles 
that entails, as well as call upon society 
to provide the resources that these people 
desperately need. ~ 

Teka Childress, long-time Karen House corrununity member, is ahlays willing to 
go the extra mile, except perhaps when she is doing her daily jogging. 
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At a tirre \'/hen we are being told that "America is back," this poem of Langston 
Hughes represents the Round Table's only election cowmentary. 

LET AMERICA BE AMERICA AGAIN 
by Langston Hughes 

Let America be America again.
 
Let it be the dream it used to be.
 
Let it be the pioneer on the plain
 
Seeking a home where he himself is free.
 

(America never was America to me.)
 

Let America be the dream the dreamers dreamed-­

Let it be that great strong land of love
 
Where never kings connive nor tyrants scheme
 
That any man be crushed by one above.
 

(It never was America to me.)
 

0, let my land be a land where Liberty
 
Is crowned with no false partiotic wreath,
 
But opportunity is real, and life is free,
 
Equality is in the air we breathe.
 

(ThereJs never been equality for me,
 
Nor freedom in this "homeland of the free.")
 

Say who are yOJ,l that lDlllIlbles in the dark?
 
And v.ho are you that draws your veil across the stars?
 

I am the poor white, fooled and pushed apart,
 
I am the Negro bearing slavery's scars.
 
I am the red man driven from the land,
 
I am the immigrant clutching the hope I seek-­

And finding only the same old stupid plan
 
Of dog eat dog, of mighty crush the weak.
 

I am the young man, full of strength and hope,
 
Tangled in that ancient endless chain
 
Of profit, power, gain, of grab the land]
 
Of grab the gold! Of grab the ways of satisfying need!
 
Of work the man! Of take the pay!
 
Of own~ng everything for one's own greed!
 

I am the farmer. bondsman to the soi 1 .
 
I am the worker sold to the machine.
 
I am the Negro, servant to you all.
 
I am the people. worried, hungry, mean-­

Hungry yet today despite the dream.
 
Beaten yet today--O. Pioneers!
 
I am the man who never got ahead,
 
The poorest worker bartered through the years.
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Yet I'm the one who dreamt our basic dream
 
In that Old World while still a serf of kings,
 
Who dreamt a dream 50 strong, so brave. so true,
 
That even yet its mighty daring sings
 
In every brick and stone, in every furrow turned
 
That's made America the land it has become.
 
0, I'm the man who sailed those early seas
 
In search of what I meant to be my home-­
For I'm the one who left dark Ireland's shore,
 
And Poland's plain. and England's grassy lea.
 
To build a "homeland of the free."
 
The free?
 

A dream-

Still beckoning to me!
 

0, let America be America again­

The land that never has been yet-­

And yet must be-­
The land where every man is free.
 
The land that's mine-­
The poor man's, Indian's, Negro's, ME-­

Who made America,
 
Whose sweat and blood, whose faith and pain,
 
Whose hand at the foundry, ~{hose p10\'l in the rain,
 
Must bring back our mighty dream again.
 

Sure, call me any ugly name you choose-­

The steel of freedom does not stain.
 
From those ~Iho live 1ike 1eeches on the peopl e r S 1i ves.,
 
We must take back our land again,
 
America!
 

0, yes,
 
I say it plain,
 
Arneri ca never \"as Ameri ca to me,
 
And yet I swear this oath-­

Ameri ca will be!
 
An ever-living seed,
 
Its dream
 
Lies deep in the heart of me.
 

We, the people, must redeem
 
Our land, the mines, the plants, the rivers,
 
The mountains and the endless plain-­
All, all the stretch of these great green states-­

And make America again!
 

The \'Iriter Lan 9s ton Hughes I'las one of the foremost representati ves of the "Negro 
Renaissance of the 1920's," when Blacks began to express thoughts and attitudes 
unashamedly from their own unique perspective. Langston Hughes often used his poetic 
talent to oppose oppression, and in so doing spoke for all the dispossessed of this land. 
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From vJby 

_Cass
 
House
 

Many exciting things have been happening 
since the last time you heard from us. As 
usual the hous~ was closed for the month of 
August for cleaning and repair and for our 
"recouping" .. He are now back in full s\'li ng
and looking forward to ministering and being 
mi ni stere d to by all who come to au rhome: . 

One of the more exciting events is that 
in January of last year several of us from 
both houses got together with some people 
from our neighborhood and incorporated as 
a not-for-profit corporation and began
purchasing buildings in our neighborhood. 
We have started a Land Trust Corooration 
for the purpose of saving at least 50 units 
in our area for oeoole who have lived in 
the neighborhood an~ given it the flavor 
we value. The area is slated for redevelop­
ment and ...Ie hope creati ve ly to br; ng together 
the "new" resi dents \'Ii th those who have 
been a part of the area for the last fif ­
teen to twenty years. As with most new 
undertakings, our progress has been slow, 
but as of now, we are the proud owners of 
three buildings which insure that at 
least five economically disadvantaged 
families will not be forced from our area. 
Presently all of the people living in 
the uni ts are renta -I tenants, but at the 
end of one year they will be offered the 
opt; on 0 f becomi ng o\'mers of thei r units. 
The By-Laws of the Land Trust guarantee 
that the land will be held in trust, and 
that only capital investment, together 
\'lith improvement expend; tures, may be 
charged when any unit is sold back to 
the trust. Any tenants who choose to 
buy their homes will continue to lease 
the land from the Land Trust. If they 
choose to continue as rental tenants, they 
may do so- and the Land Trust Corporati on 
will continue to hold both the land and 
the buildings ;n these particular situa­
tions. If anyone is interested in learning 
more about this venture, please talk 
with Teka, Virginia, or Sr. Carol. 

s; 

~~~\;n
 
~~~~ 

~ 
_---__--..1..,.......--.((1-0
 

Visiting and working with us this year
\'1i11 hold a fel'! surprises, especially for 
old friends. Kathy, Sr. Carol ~ Joy and 
Terri are continuing on as community mem­
bers in an extended fashion, for all are 
sharing in the ministry of the house as 
non-residents. Hopefully, others in the 
community will take advantage of the op­
tions offered by having Barb's house, Kathy,
Joy and Terri's aoartment and the Convent 
as getaway opportunities when the need 
ari ses. None of us is so ;-'fa r away that 
we can't be on hand when needed, and it is 
hoped that this new arrangement will pro-
vi de a new surge of ene rgy for a11 of us. 

o 
QJ ...... 
~ 
a.. 

> 
~ 

Sr. Carol's "non-residential" omnipresence at Cass House remains a matter for 
\'/Onder. One of these days she' s !",oiJ1~ to tell us how slle does it. 
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We have some other exciting surprises
to share as well. Tommy Askew, a rather 
recent volunteer has agreed to become a 
part of the decision-making phase of our
community with all of the responsibilities 
that are entailed. Tommy adds a gentle, 
cari ng 'and compassi onate ear especi a" y for 
the men who come to 1i ve wi th us. Frank 
Combs has decided to come and. spend some 
time with us as a live-in volunteer for a 
couple of months, and Tim 1'1;11 be coming 
from Joplin, Missouri to share the ministry 
of hospitality with us, too. To both Frank 
and Tim we say, we'come~ 

. . . )(. .. )it.. OM 0.0 ... )1. 
o •• ••• •• ........". _.
 

Now that we have shared our surorises 
''lith you, we come sharing our need"s as well. 
We find ourselves needing silverware - espe­
cially forks and SDoons - soup bowls, dinner 
plates and large serving spoons. We are also 
~etting many requests for furniture from for­
mer guests.

Lastly, we want to take this opportunity 
to publicly express our gratitude to al' of 
you who continue to come to help us offer 
a Home that is hospitable and gently per­
sonable for all who live with us. Without 
your generosi ty the work of thi 5 House \'/oul d 
not be possible. We pray for you often and 
ask that you continue to ask God's blessing 
on us. We also want to offer a warm \'/e1come 
to all who will be coming to share in our 
mission for the first time. Again, many, 
many thanks to you all: ~ 

0 ..... •••• •• "J o. ••• 0 - •••..••• 0 - - _. - • 0 o 

0 .-. 0.' ••• • •••••0 ._• •Ii~. . .-. .•. .•.. .•.._ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * N * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ADVENT WREATHS 

Complete Set $23 
East of the Mississippi $25 
Four Candles Only $17 

Available from: Catholic ~Iorker Farm, Box 53, Sheep Ranch, CA 95250 

(The Catholic Worker Farm offers temporary emergency housing and respite and 
retreat space). 

* * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

~he St. Louis Covenant -Community of War Tax Resisters{SLCCWTR) has the fol­
lowlng schedule of activities: 

Sunday, November 11: 6:30 pm pot-luck dinner followed by a program on 
resisting taxes through investments 

Sunday, January 27: Afternoon workshop with speakers, literature, etc. 
Sunday, March 10: 6: 30 pm pot 1uck di nne r followed by program (to be 

announced) 
Monday. April 15: Protest of some sort in combination with shared testi ­

. monies and reflections. Plans are being formulated. 
The dlnner/programs and workshop will be held at St. Cronan's school, 1202 

S. Bo~le (enter from south parking lot). Call 658-2425 (day) or 241-5008 
(evenlngs) for more information. ALL ARt WELCOME~ 
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PEACEMAKING 
IN
 

YOUR
 
COMMUNITY 

A Handbook 
for Local Organizers 

Edited by Dan R Ebener 
Written by FOR local 
organizeTS across the cou.ntry. 

A practical handbook for organizing on peace 
and justice issues. 

Topics include: 
Fundraising 
Worlcing in groups
 
Planning Prognun
 
Media Worle
 
Sustaining a Peace Witness
 
... and much mar". 

$3.50 each, $3.00 each for 10 or more, plus 
20% for shipping. Make check payable [0 

Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

~ Fttk>ontllp 01 Recoroclllclllori 
- flc< 271. f'..'1Od<.. NY \(lQ((l 

(914) 358--4t:0, 

THANK YOUIH THANK YOU!!! 

We Io,'ould like to express a special thank you to our 
many supporters - volunteers and those who gift us 
with financial donations. Without your support, our 
work on behalf of the poor wouldn't be possible. 

Our needs are ever-present. Winter will soon be 
upon us with its increased demands on our bank account. 
Any and all support you can give us will be greatly
appreciated. 

Karen House needs blankets 

We at the Catholic Wor­
ker are eager to share 
our experiences, our 

-witness, and our tra­
di ti on wi t'h others. If 
you are part of or know 
of a group which would 
or should be interes­
ted in findin9 out 
about our work and our 
n fe. get in touch 
with us (621-4052:
Karen House, 621-3085: 
Cass House) and work 
with us on setting up 
a speaking engagement. 

The Round Table is now 
sent out to over a thou~ 

sand households, Not 
bad, but there must 
surely be others who 
ought to be receiving 
this journal. Do you
know any of them? If 
so, please send their. 
names to Mark Scheu, 
c/o karen House, 1840 
Hogan, St. Louis, MO 
63106. 

The Round Table is the quarterly journal of Catholic Worker life and thought in 
St. Louis. Subscriptions are free. Please write to Mark Scheu, 1840 Hogan, St. Louis, 
MO 63106. People working on this issue include: Bill Miller, Mike McIntyre,-Pat 
Coy. Virginia Druhe. Mev Puleo, Mark Scheu and Harriette Lane Baggett. Letters to 
the e dito rare we 1corned. 
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