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WHY THIS ISSUE?
 

Peacemaking. It is a term "Te hear daily. It is a term that is defin­
ed in a myriad of styles. We hear of peacemaking forces in the Hiddle 
East and of our weapon systems being introduced as peacemaking tools. 
The Nobel Peace Prize is awarded to UN military peace keeping forces. 

Those of us with the St. Louis Catholic l'1orker have chosen to illus­
trate peacemakers in yet another fashion. 

l'le have chosen eight people, whose lives have served as witness to 
us. Eight people who offer another definition of peacemaker. To be hon­
es't it was difficult to select only eight. So many have served as inspi­
rations locally and historically. 

They offer eight different messages - all of them connecting to the 
same basic need of responding to the call of our brothers and sisters 
with respect, dignity and love. They echo each other ,oJitb the responsi­
bility to practice peace. They speak of the message of love and the need 
for conversion in our hearts. They talk of influencing others by witnes­
sing and the i..nl>ortance of affirming each other as we ~~·ork for change. 
They stress the urgency of continuing to ask questions. 

Share in the stories of Claudia, a Guatemalan refugee; of Dan, a 
physicist who has dedicated his life to peace; and of Pius, a Dominican 
sister involved in prison ministry. Partake of Hershel's rich history in 
Civil Rights; in Jane and Bob's amazing energy with their third world 
witness j and of Teka' s call to serving on a personal level. Learn. from 
Rich's Hennonite tradition and Hedy's call to peace as a survivor of the 
Holocaust. 

We offer ,responses to our last issue in Hail bag. l'le bring you a 
message from Mary Dutcher in Nicaragua, as she continues to· keep us con­
nected with Central Arierica. Lee carter, a long time conmunity member, 
offers the Karen House article. Mary Ann Ma;ivern continues to share re­
flections from the Little House. Jim Plato gives us a poignant Round 
Table Talk in which he reflects on his personal experiences with family 
and friends. The center spread offers original graphics from Genevieve 
Cassani and Scriptures for thought as i,Te approach another election day. 

I am reminded of the prayer "In the stillness of my heart your voice 
beckons, urging me alv.'ays to a deeper response." In this issue which 
highlights local peacemakers, i,re urge you to read and to digest the wit­
ness of these and the many peacemakers '"he continue to call us to a 
deeper response. 

... Barbara Prosser 

the St. Louis Cat1w1ic WVrker C.QmmuniJ:y 
Karen House 
1840 Hogan 
SI. LOllis. MO 63106 
621-4052 

El1cl D~on Hawp 
1540 N. 17th St. 
St. Louis, Md 6,~106 

231·2039 

2
 
Karen House Catholic Worker    www.KarenHouseCW.org      314.621.4052    1840 Hogan   St. Louis Missouri 63106 



i'I was ostracized in my profession •••"
 

AN IN'tERVIEW' WI'lH DAN OOLEF' - Sixty-seven,
 
physicist, on-going participant in peace,
 
Central Arrerican and environmental issues
 
for forty years.
 
Conducted by: Virginia Drube
 

R.T.: In what way do you consider 
:J:)eacemaking part of your life? How did it 
become important to you? 
Dan: I think probably it 1 s been important 
to me from the very beginning - just from 
the influence of my family. Their 
experiences in many ways affected my 
views. Hy mother was a gannent worker and 
rr!Y father was a draft resister who left 
Russia at the turn of the century to avoid 
going into the Czar 1 s army. During WWI he 
went underground and refused to fight in 
the US Army because he thought it was an 
imperialist war. My step-mother, with whom 
I lived mostly, was head of her garment 
workers union in Philadelphia and she was 
arrested on picket lines during my 
childhood perhaps three or four dozen 
times. 

So a sensitive attitude toward other 
people, toward people who are oppressed, 
is certainly part of my childhood. Another 
influence was being Jewish. I was not 
brought up in a religious atmosphere but 
nonetheless one feels one I s uniqueness. 
R. T.: And what are the ways you have 
chosen to live that out? 
D. : Actually, I'm a good or bad example ­
because all such compromises in many ways 
turn out to be bad - of the professional 
person who attempts to stay within the 
system as far as one's profession is 
concerned, and then make up for it, as far 
as conscience is concerned, by engaging in 
life-saving activities after work. For 

twenty or thirty years I was a physicist, 
did research, taught. First I did research 
in a corporate environment at Westinghouse 
Research Laboratories in Pittsburgh, then 
as a professor at Washington University. 

In a career like that, in a country 
like this, in a system like ours, there 
can 1::e only one result of the work that 
you do: that is to help destroy, 
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humiliate, oppress, and increase the suf­
ferings of people around the lrorld; 
because within the system if one works as 
a physicist or ,any other type of 
scientist, you are inevitably supporting 
the growth of that system and increasing 
the effectiveness of war-making apparatus. 

Even if I don 't do war work, which I 
refused to do, there is the fact that your 
students go out and don r t make the same 
choices you make, or that others can point 
to you and say, "Hey, if that guy whose an 
obvious radiCal nut can be a physicist, it 
must l::e all right." So that the compromis­
ed position I was in for most of my life 
was an extremely stressful and unhealthy 
one. 

Stressful also because if you )oj'ork part 
of your day in the system and yet in other 
ways you attack the system like 
participating with students and supporting 
them in anti-Vietnam war activities and 
defending those who burn d01'ffi ROTC 
buildings as I did-you then are viewed as 
a serious threat to the system. You 're 
looked at askance by others "'ho expect you 
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to behave like them. And so I was 
ostracized in my profession, in my own 
milieu as well. So you aren' t effective 
under such circumstances really as a 
peacanaker except as a role model and 
support for younger PeOple. And you suffer 
the consequences in ,your career 
nevertheless. 

R.T.: The next thing I wanted to ask you 
is at what point did you becane a 
Christian and what effect has the Gospel 
had on you as a peacemaker? 
D.: r was a St. Louis co-worker with the 
Berrigan group. The chief activist with 
the Berrigans here was a young Sister of 
Loretto named Joarm Malone. Joann got me 
involved. When Dan Berrigan would come 
here, he would stay at my house. 

The first thing Dan woUld do was 
organize us for a picket line outside the 
cathedral because he said that was the 
most important thing to do for a goOO. 
radical catholic. He 'would give us 
compelling reasons for why he did it. He 
felt strongly that the hierarchy needed 
some educating and that one of the better 

'Ways of educating them was to hold 
placards in front of their faces as they 
came into the cathedral. 

The influence of those people, the 
priest at Lewis Hall and others affected 
me. You Ini.ght say that r became a 
"catholic sympathizer" just by the nature 
of my interaction with these PeOple and 
)mowing their motives and their deep, deep 
lID.derstanding of Why human beings refuse 
to kill. That was very meaningful to me. 

r became a Catholic when I married 
Regina, but our agreement was that r woUld 
become an R.C. - which meant "radical 
catholic." Because I have very little 
liking Qr tolerance for dcgmatic theology, 
for sexism or elitism and anti-Semitism, 
all of which are part and parcel of the 
catholic hierarchy, I have to overlook all 
those dreadful aspects of the catholic 
church in order to 1.ll1derstand the really 
marvelous .aspects of the gospel of Jesus, 
of the true peace church, the church of 
the oppressed. I haven I t read much 
liberation theology but enough to realize 
that my thoughts are consistent with that. 
R.T. : HoW do you think social change 
happens? 
D.: It doesn't happen through political 
parties, it doesn I t happen through 
Marxism, it doesn 1 t happen through books 
being written by scholars. It certainly 
doesn I t happen in those ways. That I kn0lt7. 

It doesn I t happen in any of the 
conventional 'Ways that we are taught to 
admire in college. 

I think social change happens through 
people influencing other people both as 
models and by working with others. I 
think it happens through interacting with 
people like Bill Ramsey and Mary Dutcher 
and Maggie Fisher and yourself. In my 
ease, as you remember very well, it 
happened on the ride back fran Cairo, IL 
with Julio and Maria, because in my pidgin 
Spanish I was able to converse a little 
bit with them and I realized after five 
minutes with those two youngsters, 
refugees from a poor country, that r was a 
child compared. to them. They were here as 
missionaries to educate us to the 
realities of their world and their lives. 
R.T. : It S01.mds like you I re saying 
political change and social change happen 
through people 1 s hearts being changed and 
by experience of other People 'and a 
process of people taking responsibility in 
their own lives? 
D.: I think you've said it very welL But 
there 1 s a difficulty there. The difficulty 
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is that men are much less likely to do 
that. Men love to orate, like I've been 
orating, they love to be professorial, 
they love to lecture, they love to write. 
Women do it too, but men do it in such 
overwhelming numbers that I can say it 
without exaggeration. It's- much less 
ccmfortable for men to learn from personal 
interaction, in fact to personally 
interact at all, much less learn frem 
women who are so capable of teaching us. 

I've lived a mdddle class life all my 
life, I still lead one. But my heart has 
changed. I know where change comes from. 
I III say it dogmatically. It doesn't come 
from Pope John Paul II. Real social change 
comes from little folk like Francis and 
people at the catholic Worker House. 

Two things I'm proud of. You know in my 
generation it's awfUlly hard not to have 
grown up and remained extraordinarily 
sexist. If you're professional and 
aggressive and ambitious as I was, if you 
relate to males in your profession, it's 

almost impossible to get away from it. But 
I have found myself since the middle 
1970's working with and for women. You 
know Kay Drey - I've helped in her effort 
on nuclear safety for fifteen years and 
found i.t the easiest thing in my life to 
do because men have so much to learn from 
women in the way of corrmunication and how 
to relate to people. It I S much more 
difficult than most people realize. It's a 
hard struggle to get even as far as I've 
gotten! As far as social change is 
concerned that' s where I would look. 
Because if a man envies, distrusts and 
hates :women, then he envies distrusts and 
hates all hmnankind. That's a banality but 
nevertheless I '11 say it. And if he hates 
and dist:r;usts, then he'll cormUt violence. 
R.T.: Will you answer one more question, 
please? I was told that you are a world­
known physicist. Is that true? Yes, or no? 
D.: Yes. But it means nothing among those. 
creeps. You must include that! 

~ 

AN mrERVIEW wrm TEKA CHILDRESS 
Conducted by: Barbara Prosser 

R. T.: Hrno1 do you believe social change can 
happen? 
T.: I can't work for theoretical things. I 
need my life to re involved on a very 
personal level. I also have hopes for 
change on a greater scale - for change in 
the institutionalized blocks, for peace 
and justice, for structures such as laws 
and social injustices that make people 
suffer. I believe in a very basic way this 
can be done by speaking out for peace and 
by resisting against war. 

One thing that is important is to 
resist the renefits that we gain by our 
acts of violence as a country. There is a 
need for refusal to participate in any 
acts of violence. I see overt viOlence as­
only one type of viOlence. There is also 
economic injustice in institutions that 
causes people to suffer other acts of 
violence. 

I always have hopes that .le will 
actually stop these acts of violence. I 
don 't want to be "pure" myself. It is 
unbearable for me to knmr hrn...- people who 
are violated are suffering. 

I can't detennine for sure if we will 
stop these things, but I can resist them 
and work in creative -Hays to help stop 
them. I can ask those in decision making 
positions to stop these things and not 
participate in these things myself. I can 
do everything I can to be courageous and 
ask others to join me in putting ourselves 
between our government's acts of violence 
to try to stop them. 

We must all'.'aYS relieve our acts of 
love will bring about the reign of God. We 
must always knm...- that even where we can't 
see love, it is at work. + 
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R.T.: Could you give US a brief descrip-. 
tion of the work you are involved in now? 
Hedy: Professionally, 1 'm working as a 
legal assistant in a law firm that 
practices civil rights law. Probably 
90-95% "of our cases, conservatively speak­
in;;r, deal with employment discrimination 
casesi discrimination based on race, sex, 
age, national origin or religion. I'm a 
firm believer in not living a bifurcated 
life - in which one believes one thing and 
practices something else which may be in 
conflict With what I believe. I've been 
doing this kind of work for almoSt fifteen 
years. 
R. T.: How has your experience as a Holo­
caust survivor influenced your personal 
developnent in terms of your motivation 
for being involved in your present day 
work? 
H.: I was eight years old, living in the 
Black Forest region of Southern Germany 
when Hitler came to power in 1933. I 
remember a boycott of all Jewish 
establishments then in Which a Nazi woUld 
stand in front of our stores and bar 
people from entering. This was my first 
experience of being discriminated against 
and knowing the dreadfUl pain of being 
singled out for being different. I can 
really empathize and tmderstand what that 
means. 

We all are very aware today of what 
happened then and that not only' six 
million Jews lost their lives, but six 
million others also died who had the 
"wrong II sexual preference, political 
beliefs, etc. One of the things I hear 
very often is: "If only the world had 
listened or if only the world had known of 
their brutalities, they could have done 

"I was eight years old, 
living in ... Southern 
Germany when Hitler 
came to power ..." 

AN m'l'BRYIEW KI'IH BlIDY EPSTEIN 
CONDUCTED BY: JIM PlAID 

something about it; and so many people 
would not have suffered." That's true. But 
there are similar problems around today. 
Maybe it's not as b~atant as during the 
Nazi regime but there's genocide in many 
cotmtries. And it behooves especially 
those of us who have survived oppression 
of this magnitude to do what we can to 
help alleviate their suffering. I want to 
remember my family. How could r honor them 
more than by doing something for someone 
else? 
R.T.: What role do the scriptures play in 
your life? 
H.: None. I don't formally practice the 
Jewish faith - nor keep the dietary laws. 
I see my work in aiding those who suffer 
discriminatiOI:l as practicing my religion. 
R.T.: What sustains you in peacemaking? 
Where are your sources of hope? 
H.: I III an.swer the last question first. I 
guess I'm basically an optimistic person ­
I guess I'm also a realist. If I hadn't 
been hopeful all along at different times 
of my life ..,.. I don't think I would be here 
talking with you today. I have to always 
hold out something of my own because I 

"1 refuse to give up ... there are small victories" 

left home when I was fourteen years old 
and my first hope was that I would someday 
be reunited with my parents. I expected 
that to happen after a few months and it 
did not. But it was still something that I 
was holding out for myself. 

Mter the war I found all kinds of 
excuses as to why my parents and I '\-lOuld 

6
 
Karen House Catholic Worker    www.KarenHouseCW.org      314.621.4052    1840 Hogan   St. Louis Missouri 63106 



not be relID.ited. But I think if I had 
resigned myself in the very beginning to 
the fact that I would never see my family 
again, that I would never see my friends 
again, it would have devastated me and I 
would have died right there. I guess 
that I s become a pattern in my life - that 
I always hold out something that I'm going 
to strive for. It I s sanething I mayor may 
not achieve - but I lye got to walk towards 
that goal. I refuse to give up. 

You know there are small victories. As 
families come to this country as part of 
the sanctuary movement from Central 
America and are united with other loved 
ones who have come before - the look of 
gratitude on their faces is unforgettable. 
I know that I haven I t personally brought 
them together but I I ve been supportive of 
them and helped in ways that I could. And 
I can I t help but think: "That I S a reunion 
I've never experienced, II but I can vicari ­
ously enjoy their experience. It's a 
priceless gift. It's wonderful. 

+ 

AN IN'rERVThW WI'l.lI RICH OOWARD-wtLIMs 
Conducted by: Barbara Prosser 

R.T.: Could you reflect on the role of the 
poor in your life? 
R.: The Mennonites have a tradi tion _of 
sharing their resources I labor, food and 
moneys with the pOOr. Our store, Plowshar­
ing Crafts, is a witness in its success. 
In s.elling third world products, remaining 
non-profit and running on volunteer help 
we are able to serve a lot of people. I rve 
been with the store for three and one-half 
years, and feel it has been very right for 
me to have ben here these years. 

We need to share what we have in what­
ever way we can. That is the way I like to 
work. 

There are many 'YJaYS to help. Peppie 
and I see one way we can help is with fos­
ter children. We bought a larger house 
with the idea of opening up our home to 
children in need. Peppie 1 s life has always 
been centered around kids with special 
needs. She's been a major influence in our 
family in her response to these children. 

Peppie and I realize there is a need 
for a lot of education with others. We 
hope that in beginning a family of our own 

and by opening our home to other children 
we can provide an opportwri ty for others 
to learn. I recognize that change occurs 
slowly, and therefore, touching children's 
lives takes on a greater importance. + 
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"Some people just need some rest"
 
AN mI'ERVIEW' WI'IH BERmEL vmIKER - IABOR 
IlM'", 1988 - At the age of seventy-nine, 
Hershel Walker is still working for peace 
and justice. A fixture at his church, the 
first St. Louis congregation to offer 
sanctuary to Central American political 
refugees, Hershel also works on criminal 
justice issues and in the campaign to end 
apartheid. He is the father of four and 
the grandfather of twenty-five. l'''hen asked 
if he woUld consent to these interviews of 
local peacemakers! he declared: "Oh, of 
course, I'm interested in anything that 
has to do with peace. II 
Conducted by: PA'IIUCK roY 

R.T.: When did you becane active in peace 
and justice organizing? 
Hershel: In the 1930's, the struggle 
wasn't for peace and justice, it 'Was 
justice for black peopleTs rights. It 
didn't include peace as far as I was 
concerned. Most black people were 
unemployed in St. Louis then, and those 
who did have work had poor jobs. That' s 
how I got involved when I was very young. 
As time went on other goals got added to 
the struggle, like peace and justice for 
all people. 
R. T. : Did you work for a particular 
organization or rrovernent as an organizer? 
H.: No, I was fortunate to have a job and 
to l:e active in the struggle too. I worked 
in the defense plants and in the late 
1930 r s, when the CIa was being organized, 
one of its main goals was to raise the 
state of the lower workers. Well, natural­
ly I was one of the lower workers! all 
Blacks w-ere one of the lower workers in 
the plant. When I started at Wagner 
Electric there were only two jobs for 
Blacks: conmon laborer and porter. We also 
struggled to get black women hired in the 
industry. As long as I can remember white 
women were hired but Wagner refused for 
amte some time to hire black women. 
R.T.: You have been involved in many cam­
paigns over the years. What have you lear­
ned about how social change happens? What 

. are some effective means for bringing 
about change? 
H.; One of the reasons we made progress in 
the civil rights era is because we were 
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lUcky enough to have one top leader that 
people supported and coUld depend on: Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. I feel that is 
needed at this time again, a leader that 
the grassroots people can depend on. Our 
leadership has not ~ very strong and 
dependable. For whatever reason, people 
seem to depend on strong leadership, and 
without it, it has been difficult to make 
progress. 

Dr. King, for instance, helped us to 
broaden the struggle, to see that it is 
not just local~ narrow struggles, but that 
all people have to becarre a part of the 
struggle. He was able to win people over 
to the idea that peace is the key to 
everything else. We are making war in so 
many countries, but if we made peace, we 
WOUld join in with the workers in the 
other countries to raise their working 
conditions and their democratic rights. 

At one time we fel t that the whole 
struggle for rights was around black 
people, but he made it clear that it was 
not, that it was just a part of the 
struggle. NOW", while we have not learned 
that yet, we rre much farther along with 
it. 

Host people have been brainwashed to 
the point of saying: 'tMy country right or 
wrong, n but he made it clear that has to 
be stopped in favor of all people j oinillg 
together to work to make their country 
right, not right or wrong. To me, this is 
the key to progress throughout the world. 
R.T.: You have said before that working· 
people are the key to change. Why? 
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H.: 'lYell, working people, in my op~mon, 

~e about the Only people that have - I 
hate to use the word - real conscience. 
Many people don't. You might find one" out 
of a million, I'm not saying absolutely 
that many people don't. At the least many 
peoplE;:! don't have the kind of conscience 
to see that all people live decently. 

We fail to look at the fact that the 
world doesn I t have the kind "of resources 
to produce millionaires, while at the sam:= 
time other people are able to live. So, 
people have to learn, as Dr. King 
effectively taught, that we have to create 
ways that allow everyone to live, not just 
a handful ~ This is a major part of_ the 
struggle because if you provide everyone 
with a good living, then you have to elim­
inate your millionaires. You cannot have 
roth at the same time. 
R.T.: What role has your faith played in 
your activism? 
H.: l've always had a problem, since I was 
very young I with the church on these 
issues. The church's position, to me, bas 
always been wrong. And one thing that 
gives me a lot of hope and confidence to­
day is that I feel the church is changing. 
More and more people are able to see the 
other side. To Ire this is a great hope. 
R.T.: What advice do you have for those 
activists who are burned out and ready to 
quit the struggle? 
H.: Well, some people just need some rest. 
I think it I S necessary to study history to 
see Where we have made progress. Sane peo­
ple think 'We haven I t made progress but 
they fail to look at how the world and 
change develop. Now I would love if the 
world developed differently but I have no 
control over that. Since way back in 
history we have lived in a male-dominated 
society, where people want to take 
advantage of other people, having others 
work for them while they live a luxury 
life. We've made some mistakes in trying 
to c~ge this, but we have to look at our 
overall progress I fran where we started to 
where we are today. This gives people an 
insight into life. It I S easy to assume you 
can, say, turn the world around in a short­
life span, but it's one of those things 
you can t t do. So this in itself helps 
individuaIs to becane better peOple 
because :your struggle is not for yourSelf. 
Your struggle has to be for the next and 
future generations, which you are involved 
in anyway. + 
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"We Have to Keep Asking the Questions 
But Without Condemnation" 

AN lNI'ERIJIhW w.rrn: PIUS FAGm', D.P. - FEAST 
OF gr. ANNE, JULy 26, 1988 
Conducted by: PATRICK roY 

R.T. : Hould you describe your apostolic 
work for us? 
Pius: I entered the Dcminicans in 1954 and 
spent many years in education, especially 
teaching in residential centers for juven­
ile delinquents. But tlor'O events led me to 
St. Louis to criminal justice ministry. 

I was considering a call to the 
contemplative life. I made a directed 
retreat to finalize that decision. l'lhen I 
arrived the good father who was the 
director said that if I had brought any 
questions with me, I was to leave them at 
the front door. So I being a very practical 
German, I didn I t like that very much, but 
I can sometimes be docile, so I did what 
he told me. 

About midway through the retreat it 
became very clear that I vi'as not called to 
the contemplative life, so I told my }!aker 
that if this is not it, then you had 
better make very clear very quietly what 
you want me to do. 

Within two weeks Anoondo Morales 
visited me. Wherever he is today, probably 
dead or in prisOJ)., I'm really gratefUl to 
him for his calling me to the next step of 
my life. I taught Armando, a Puerto Rican 
from Manhattan, in the eighth grade. He­
paid me a wonderful visit and then went 
horne to New York city. I happened to pick 
up the paper the next day and read that he 
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had been picked up in a small suburb for 
carrying a concealed weapon. I was 
concerned: he was a Puerto Rican in a 
whi.te cOWlty, and my htmch was I needed to 
go see him to be sure his rights were not 
being violated. I went over to the 
Rockland County Jail, and when I walked 
in, something happened. It is hard to ex­
plain but I knew, _intuitively, through my 
whole being, that God was -calling me to 
this. 

My overall feeling in the jail was, 
"People should not have to live like 
this. II I wanted to do whatever I could to 
make sure people did not have to live like 
that. Doors opened quiCkly for me and I 
spent two years volunteering in jails in 
New York. 

Then I came to St. Louis to study and 
do jail ministry. 

People in jail, as opposed to prison, 
are pre-trial; ~ut 8~ of them are there 
simply because they do not have enough 
money to make bond. So' they are truly 
poor. As long as you have money, or know 
somebody, you can pull the strings and 
have a favOrable outcane. When you don I t 
have money, don I t lmow the power brokers, 
then you have to sit and sHeat it out in 
j ail. .And so we began the jail mJ.nistry 
here i.n 1979. 

R. T.: How has the experience of minister­
ing in the jails with the IX>Or affected 
your views of U. S. society? What have 
these people taught you about the nature 
of our social problems? 
P.: Well, they are the bottcm of the rung. 
They are poor, disenfranchised, and have 
no name or title that's recognized. Host 
have not had - from day one - good housing 
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or adequate health care, so there is a 
deterioration of the family. They 
certainly have not had access to a good 
education. I did a study: 80% of those in 
jail in St. Louis have not finished high 
school. So they do not have job skills. 
They don't have any of the tools or back­
ground that society tells them will bring 

them happiness - they have no legitimate 
way of obtaining it. All of these factors 
and social problems fester, and so we have 
cri.J:re as a result. 

Yet people believe the media message 
that these people all corrmitted terrible 
crin:"es, they I re guilty, and we shoUld just 
forget about them as they're not worth it. 

But we put forth an alternative view: 
No matter what, these :p=ople are still 
created by God; they still deserve respect 
and dignity. We speak the message of love, 
mercy and compassion. God has raised up 
volunteers to speak it. Their hearts have 
been turned around. We have six hundred on 
a legislative network working to change 
public policy as well. 
R.T.: What role do the scriptures and the 
gospels play in your work, and how has 
your work informed the way you read the 
scriptures? 
P.: It is the basis. In the Hebrew 
scriptures the judges were there to 
protect the little people. It is now just 
the opposite. All of the scriptures say 
that Gcxi is life-giving; and if you go in 
a jailor prison, you know it is not a 
life-giving environment. The passage from 
John, "I come to give you life, and life 
more abundantly", is one I frequently 
reflect on. To me, the whole life of 
Christ ~~s one of reaching out. The two 
most obvious stories are of the prostitute 
and the tax collector. In both cases, 
Jesus did not put them away, but rather 
invited them into friendship. And it was 

that very act of being invited into 
friendship that viaS the basis for their 
change. 

So hopefully our ministry is reaching 
out and offering friendship; maybe it ldll 
help someone turn their life armmd. 
R. T.: Is there anything you would care to 
add? 
P.: Over the years of lmrking for .- social 
change my questions to others have become 
softer. People tell me I am not the same 
person I was twenty years ago when I often 
asked damning questions. I think it is 
because live understood my ovm limitati ­
tions, my mm inability to achieve the 
results I wanted to. I understand that 
there are others, people in public policy­
making positions who may want to achieve 
certain changes and just aren't able to. 
lie can't make everything right today or 
tomorrow, we 1 ve got to keep chipping alVciy 
an inch a day. We have to keep asking the 
questions that need to be asked without 
condemnation. I think that if there is 
anything the peace movement has taught me, 
itls taught me that. It's what Jesus 
teaches too. You hate the sin but love the 
sinner. 

+ 
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"The Central thrust in our work is trying to make
 
it easier for middle-class folks to get involved in
 
the lives of the poor."
 

AN INTERvIEW WI'IH roB AND JANE CORBE'I'I' ­

Co-Fotrnders and Organizers of The Haiti
 
Project, and People to People.
 
Conducted by: Katrina camptell
 

R.T.: Please start by sharing some of your 
life story leading into your present 
caRIDitments. 
Bob: Jane and I met in 1962 when we took 
the Peace Corps exam the first time it was 
ever offered in St. Louis. We then started 
dating and decided to marry. We ended up 
taking a job for the bishop of the Bahamas 
where we worked at a school on a remote 
island. So we were already into that 
desire to -do some service work wi th 
people. 

In 1965 I accepted a position at 
Weooter University and we moved back to 
St. Louis. Almost ilIInediately Jane got 
involved in direct service work. In the 
70's Jane got the family and friends in­
valved in a day camp she was responsible 
for at Bob Gettinger I s place when he was 
at St. Bridget's. People in the canmunity 
l:egan to look at Jane as providing oppor­
tunities. 

I found after teaching as a philosopher 
and leading talkS on ethical. responses to 
the poor, people woUld come up after class 
and ask, "Haw do you get going? Where do 
you gO?" I'd frequently say, "My wife is 
doing this or that, why don't you join 
her? II Then I J d see these people change. I 
l:egan to see the necessi ty of connecting 
thought and act and that I had a certain 
kind of talent at being able to connect 
people. 
Jane: One of the things we were struggling 
to do at the day camp was work with people 
who wanted to get involved and didn't )mOW 

hON. So often people, when they hear about 
the poor, are just willing to give a 
check. That's comfortable and safe but 
what we've been encouraging people to do 
is "hands on. It YOU)mOW, get down there 
and meet these little kids at the day 

camp, be with them, stay with them all 
day, work with them, meet their parents. 
It seems to open up all kinds of new 
doors. The prejudices we might have are 
broken. 

We find the same thing with our work in 
Haiti. When people go with "hands on, 
people to people, face to face," they come 
home with a whole new feeling. The same 
thing happens at the big dinners we put 
on. We were really excited when we started 
taking young people - who had never done 
this before to St. Peter and Paul shelter. 
We saw them not only serving nicely but 
also sitting around the tables deeply 
involved in conversations with the 
horreless. That is peacemaking. It puts 
happiness in your own heart as well as 
hopefully the people you I re with. 
B.: One of the biggest areas of our lives 
is our work in Haiti. That began in 1982 
when Jane went down to Haiti. 

The really central thrust in our work, 
as Jane was talking about, has been trying 
to make it easier and more comfortable for 
middle and upper class folks to get in­
volved in the lives of the poor. Haiti 
provided an opportunity to take people to 
a third world country where the contrast 
between life here and there is so over­
whelmingly stark that it was incredibly 
more powerful and effective than even 
taking people to the city shelters. 
R.T.: Haw have you experienced social 
change or haw do you think it happens? 
B.: I like to just jUIllp in and begin 
wherever I see a need or a place I fit, 
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and to develop organizational skills or 
analyses as I am involved. Itts in that 
kind of thing I first of all change. And 
for me, given the way I operate, it always 
means bringing other people with me. I 
prefer deVElopnental work to basic charity 
but I prefer basic charity to political 
work. I intensely dislike the political 
mode of operation. It's my .inability to 
believe that humans cqn affect many 
positive changes through the political 
maans. Almost universally the rascals are 
in politics to holq on to power, greed and 
wealth. No matter how hard you struggle to 

-throw one ·set of terrible rulers out, I 
think you're just going to get another 
set. I do political 'WOrk, but I don't take 
much leadership in it. My preferred way to 
struggle for social change is through some 
sort of direct action, preferably develop­
mental. 

R_.T.: Does faith in God and the Scriptures 
affect your life? 
J.: I know faith has ~ lot to do with my 
life. It is central. I really believe the 
scripture I ''1\Then I was hungryl you gave me 
something to drink. Wllen I was thirsty... " 
(Mt. 25). I really believe that God for us 
is the real person I like you sitting 
there, like my husband sitting there. That 
is God for me. You are my brother and my 
sister, if I don't tend to you then I 
might as well not believe in God at alL 
B.: I'm noe a religious person and don't 
have any beliefs in transcendentalists. 
For me the motivation to act comes from 
people alone. I don't know what it is 

about. humans but there's a special call 
when they're in misery that seems to aall 
for response from others who aren 't. 
R.T.: l'lhat sustains you in the direction 
of work you're in? 
B. : That's easy. There are three things 
really. First, the work I do gives me a 
sense of meaning, that's crucial. Second, 
when I work with people who are suffering 
injustice of want, there's a real sense of 
worth answering their need. Third, it's 
fulfilling when I 'm able to work with 
people who are not in material need but 
who are suffering from inner hurt because 
they don I t have an adequate sense of their 
own meaning. It 1 s this call· from the 
materially and spiritually disadvantaged 
where I get my sense of meaning - by 
responding. ­
J.: God is my greatest sustainer. So often 
when I get into situations that are 
overpowering in any way I have to stop and 
pray and talk to God about it. I do that 
alot, especially with the work in Haiti. 

Another basic sustainer is this one 
right here (pointing to Bob). 

Our kids are also supportive or at 
least will let us run with whatever we're 
doing and then will CXlme to our rescue. 
And our family and friends ar01.md us , 
especially our parents who thought I ITHhat 
went wrong with our genes!", but they are 
now our biggest sustainers. 

Plus, what comes back to you from the 
poor is just phenomenaL You think you 're 
going into the home for the dying, say, to 
care for people in need and it turns 
around it r s thei r smiles, their 'o1arInth and 
their gratitude that just overwhelms you. 
You walk av.'ay taller than '''hen you came 
in. + 

" .. The majorit)" of them asked the 
$ame questions" "How can you see 
Christ in people?" And Ire can onf)" 
s8y. it is an act of faith, constantly 
repeated. It is an act of love, re.~ulting 
from an act of faith. It is an act of 
hope, that u:e can lurll:ken these same 
acts in their heart... too, with the help 
of God, and the rrorks of mercy, 

Doro.tln" Day 
On Pil;"im~!!e, April, 1964 
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"The hope of us refugees is to help change 
people's minds so that we become a united 
cop.tinent, north and south" 

AN INI'ERVIEW w:rm CIAUDIA - Twenty-nine, 
is a Guatemalan widow and mother of three 
children. Her involvement in the postal 
union in Guatemala resulted in persecution 
and exile. 
Conducted by: VIRGINIA IimHE 

Claudia: I belonged to the postal ooion in 
Guatemala. I fled on May 11, 1986. First I 
was in Mexico for three months. I worked 
on a farm there picking grapes, digging 
potatoes, caring for cattle. After six 
months there I became sick. The Mexican 
family helped me get to Tucson through 
relatives. I was lost three days in the 
desert without water or fooo. Completely 
lost. And when I was on a freight train 
once I had to jump off while it was 
travelling to get away from Mexican inmi­

.	 gration officials and I was injured. I 
worked three months in Tucson but I 
continued to re quite ill. I went to 
Phoenix and spent four months at a refugee 
house there, still siCk. I got here in 
January and had surgery. 
R.T.: What does it mean to you to be a 
peacemaker, to struggle for peace? 
C.: Peace is a great hope that we always 
maintain. I have felt obliged to go on, 
even though it is very difficult for me 
because sometimes I feel discouraged. It I s 
like a psychologiCal torture. But when I 
think of what I left behind, and what is 
still happening in my country that gives 
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me the strength to go on because if I had 
continued working for peace in my country, 
it I s possible I would be dead now. Here I 
have more protection. I am not free here, 
but I do have the opportunity to keep 
working for peace - not just for my situa­
tion, or my family, but for my people. For 
me it I s very important because there are 
many children who are suffering the conse­
quences. r have children. They are the 
future. For me that is very important. 
R. T. : How did you work f'or peace in 
Guatemala? 
C.: In Guatemala I worked in the :p:>st 
office and belonged to the wllon. I only 
l:egan to protest that we had a right to a 
just salary. I didn't want to be very 
involved because I knew there were many 
consequences to that. But r worked twelve 
hours a day there and was paid for eight. 
I think the troubles we had were not just 
because I belonged to a union, but also my 
brother Who was tortured" had belonged to a 
union. Another brother disappeared and is 
certainly dead and memt:ers of the army 
tried to kidnap my sister. My brother who 
disappeared ~'as a campesino and only 
demanded the right to his land and that 
they let him live in peace on his farm. 
R.T.: And here in the U.S. how do you work 
for peace? 
C.: I try to speak openly with people. I 
want to ~ heard. I want people to listen. 
I think the most important way to bring 
peace to my crnmtry is to change IXllicies 
here and to build:Peace here. I reali ze 
that there is not peace in this country 
either. There is so much poverty, so much 
misery. I have had opp::lrtunities to visit 
many places and I have becane aware of how 
much poverty there is, not only in St. 
Louis but in other places as well. 

Many people aren It aware of this, or 
want to close their eyes to the poor here. 
I want to make people see this and that my 
people are crying out for peace I and no 
more intervention in our country by yours. 
I want people to see that in our country 
there are no htnnan rights, there is no 
freedom and that, practically speaking, 
all of Central. America is being manipula­
ted by this government. We have to change 
policies here to change the situation 
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The spirit of the Lord is upon me,
 
annointing me
 

to preach good news fo the poor,
 
to proclaim release to the captives
 
and recovery of sight to the blind.
 

to set at liberty
 
those who are oppressed,
 

to proclaim the acceptable year
 
of the Lord.
 

Luke 4:18-19
 

there. 
R.T.: What sustains you in doing this 
work? 
C.: My children. And all the suffering 
endured. The suffering I can see in my 
brother, the suffering of my family. There 
are many people who don 1 t know this and 
don't believe this happens. I have the 
hope that When people hear me, they will 
become more interested in our situation 
and will work to change it. 
R.T.: How do you think we help society 
change? 
C.: With solidarity, with unity. The hor:e 
of us refugees is to help to change 
people's minds so that we became a united 
continent, north and south. 
R.T.: What do you think is the role of the 
poor in the search for peace? 
C.: I think this is a very important and 
valuable point because the rich are never 
going to struggle for peace, they struggle 
only for their own convenience, at the 
cost of deaths and injustice. So for me it 
is good to be poor. I am glad to be poor. 
Sometimes I am proud to l::e poor. Because I 
am working for peace and I can think more 
about God. Mayte I have fewer worries, 
even though I am fleeing. Perhaps I have 
less distractions than a· rich person 
because my only concern is to create peace 
- to make peace without hurting others. 

In GuateD:ala we say we are seeking 
peace and justice. Where there are campe­
sinos and indigenous peoples you hear this 
especially. I I m from the capital in Guate­
mala and I was raised with the idea that 
the poor had the bad luCk to t € born poor, 
but the rich were good and you had to love 
and respect them as if they were gods. 
It's an ideology we've been raiSed with. 

Then I lived in the countryside and in 
my own flesh suffered the injustices, so 
I was able to know better. 

We have not had peace in Guatemala in 
my lifetime. We've always had the rich and 
the anrry over us. Now the churches are 
rising and trying to support peace, but 
l:efore, the priests always told us you 
shouldn I t look the wealthy in the face 
because God will punish you. If the land­
lord strikes you wi th a stick or his hand, 
you have to turn the other cheek because 
thatls what Jesus did. If the landlord 
tells you not to go to school, you have to 
not go. He is your ross. But little by 
little people are getting tired. They have 
begun to learn to read, to have catechism. 
They are developing after years of being 
kept down. + 
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FROM 
CENTRAL 

AMERICA 

by Mary Dutcher . 

Dear Ones, 

I've been here working at the Proyecto 
Cristo Rey (Christ the King Project) since 
mid-February. The Proyecto is part of the 
parish of the same na:rre, which covers a 
large expanse - roost of the chapels 
receive two visits a year by the pastor, 
Father Jim Feltz, who spends IOOSt of his 
tilDe on horse or mule-back. The Proyecto 
attends aoout fifteen resettlement 
villages of people displaced by the war: 
providing material and technical help to 
build houses, latrines, schools, health 
centers and potable water systems, as well 
as helping women to organize econanica11.y 
because there are so many single liOOleIl 
with children (either 'Widows or "womeIl 

libose men have left for one reason or 
another, the war being the big one). 

My specific zane, is MulUkukU " 
lihich canprises four resettlement 
villages. One of these ccmmmities, 21 of 
Naviembre, was attacked by Contra forces 
on June 29 - two days, let it be noted, 
before the end of the bi-lateral cease 
fire. A thirteen year old boy and a 
twenty-three year old -wanan were killed. 
Yesterday's news that the senate voted 
m:lre money to the Contra to support this 
kind of activity reminds Ire of the quote, 
"I tremble for my country when I remember 
that God is just. n Because of the usual 
confused state of ccmnuni.c:ation, I arrived 
at the 21 of Noviembre on July 1 for a 
meeting "With the wa:tel, unprepared to 
attend the funeral of the two victims 
"Which was just begirming. Whether from 
shock or from too much sun, I fainted 
about three-fourths of the way through 
(which is really a~ptable and even 
expected behavior on the part of Nicaragu­
an waren, I consoled mysel.f). 

The mother of the thirteen year old 

boy is a friend of mine, and she thougqt I 
had cc:me especially to attend the :funeral. 
(I bad once talked a big higffilay 
department dump truck into giving her and 
her three pigs a ride, and we'd shared a 
tense but hilarious t~ as the engineer 
and highway d.epa.rtmant workers struggled 
to lift the fat, squirming, squeali.ncJ pigs 
into the dump truck. ) This mixture of 
laughter and tragedy I fear may sound dis­
respectful "when read in the United states, 
but I find it scmebow cba.racteristic of my 
e:xperience in Nicaragua. 

The parish here felt a special resp::>n­
sibUity to help the -war refugees because 
m:my of them became involved in revolu­
tionary activities (such as teaching or 
organizing health projects) because of 
their Christian faith. The church leaders 
- Delegates of the Word, catechists - were 
often also the cemmmity leaders in 
education, health cooperatives, etc. So 
when the Contra began persecuting and 
killing ccmmm.ity leaders, it was the 
Church leaders they were looking for ... 
people who had gotten involved based on 
their faith. The parish felt a special 
responsibility to help than escape and 
start a new life. Many of the people had 
to hide in the wilds fran the Contra, con­
stantly DXJVi.ng, for three months before 
the helicopters came to evacuate them. 
Many of them had never even seen a car 
before that date, let alone a helicopter! 

We bad two ugly ambushes during July, 
on the 9th and 19th, respectively, each 
about eight to ten miles outside of town. 
The flIst was an ambush of mothers and a 
dance troupe going to visit the draftees 
at the military training school just 
outside of-- MulukukU • The second was of 
a family returning to Boaco in their pick-

Mary Dutcher, a member of Karen House, is expected to return to St. 
Louis for a Christarns visit, and to be joined by AIm Manganaro - our own 
seasonal homecoming. 18 
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up. The father and two of the four 
children were killed, along with four of 
their farm. workers. The Project is called 
on to provide transport in such errergen­
des because there is only one, often non­
fllJ1ctioning, Red Cross ambulance in Rio 
Blanco. 1 face a recurrent crisis of con­
science when 1 go to MuluJruJru. , about 
thirty-five miles fran Rio Blanco, because 
there is no ambulance there; and 1 am 
invariably faced with a choice of either 
abandoning my work or leaving a nedica1. 
emergency without transportation. 'TIle last 
three t~ I have arrived, 1 had 
schedn1ed .lll3etings with people who took 
off fran -work in the fields for a IOOrning 
or day, only to have to cancel to trans­
port a gravely ill patient back to Rio 
Blanco. Thirty-five miles takes two hours 
because of the condition of the higlnmy. 
Today, the road to Mu1.ukukU is closed 
(read: Contra nearby) so although it means 
another delay in my work, it gives me a 
cbance to write this letter at sane 
leisure. My -work, by the way, is entitled 
"Social. PrClIDter", which at first gave me 
visions of organizing dances, shUffleboard 
tournaments, caribbean cruises, etc. But 
it's really much more mundane, helping the 
war refugees identify the needs of their 
tXIIJD1mities and plan to respond to them. 
(Recent experience is even zoore mundane: 
driver of a ve.bicl.e.) 

The lack of lights in Rio Blanco has 
also freed :me fran my other work as 
English teacher Monday and Tuesday nights 
at the local high school. Really, it's 
roore mutual than that: the students help 

De with my Spanish, as well. (And are so 
polite "Wben 1 err, as the time 1 -wrote on 
the board, "Ten.go 13 anos." 1 cross my t's 
and dot my i's, but don't always renanber 
to put tbe/...,,,'~ the nls. "Tengo" n:eans 
"1 have." "Anos" means "years." "Anos" 
maans rectums. I 1iaS explaining to them 
that in English we say, "1 am 13, " while 
in Spanish we use the verb "to have" when 
tal.ki.ng about age. But that's not the 
point that any of us reIallber fran that 
cl.ass! ) 

AJ.though we are separated by light 
years in sane ways, I feel very connected 
to the St. IDuis Worker in many ways. With 
this letter I'm sending off a pair of 
booties to Clare and Joe for Christopher 
Isaac (begun one "ordinary tine" in Janu­
ary nth Ellen and finished, rather 
ahsurdly, in a semi-tropical jungle). 
Pete's visit in May, receiving Ann's 
letter and looking forward to a IXJSSible 
visit by virginia after her work with 5&­
vicio Justicia y Paz in South AIrerica all 
canbine to make DE feel cl.ose to you. I 
have the ccmmmity picture originally 
taken for John Kavanaugh's year in 
Zim.babwe hanging over my little prayer 
space, so don't doubt that you're 
receiving my highest quality attention! As 
for DE, I feel. it is a privilege to be 
here in Nicaragua. representing so many 
people in the United states like yoursel­
ves, of faith and conscience. It is an 
honor I try to live up to and ask for your 
prayers in the effort. 

Con mucho carlllo, 
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FROM
 
LITTLE HOUSE
 

by Mary Ann McGivernf S.L. 

The book Pat Coy's been editing for 
the past three years has just been pub­
lisherl: A REVOLUTION OF THE HEART. It is a 
very fine book, lath essays reflecting on 
Peter 1 s and Dorothy I s and Aumon' s lives, 
and essays that look further into the 
spirituality and politics and every-day 
practice of nonviolence of the houses 
across the country and across fifty years. 

The index (this is a scholarly iolOrk 
with scores of footnotes and a thorough 
and useful index) indicates seventeen re­
ferences to the corporal '''arks of mercy. 
The list in the first chapter on Peter had 
caught my eyei then Flannery O'Connor 
referred in passing to their importance in 
her LETrERS. "Doing these things [writing 
reviews and letters] is doing the only 
corporal work of mercy open to me. My 
mother takes care of all the visiting the 
sick and burying the dead that goes on 
around here [l:ecause Flannery was ill with 
lUpus] ... Every opportunity for performing 
any kind of charity is something to be 
snatched at." (p. 214) 

I 1fent back to Matthew· 25:31-46 and I 
was astonished by hOi" personal the acts 
are: "You gave me something to eat; ... you 
gave me something to drink; you invited 
me in; ... you clothed me; you looked 
after lIei ••• you came to visit me. II The 
Nffif English Bible says: °You took me into 
your home." Peter and Dorothy and Flannery 
are right. These are not injunctions to 
build housing projects or to find a cure 
for cancer or to free political prisoners 
or to write glorious fiction about moments 
of redemption, but to share physically 
what we have and wno we are. l'le can 't 
recognize political prisoners, much less 

free them, until we have visited some 
jails. 

That '5 how Pat Coy 1 s book got under my 
skin, by pushing my mm examination of my 
spirituality. His and Angie O'Gonnan's 
essay on the practice of nonviolence in 
"Houses of Hospitality" quotes Ann 
Manganaro and Zack and me, so I read it 
first and was deeply moved that they had 
put into words some of the reasons why I 
live here. But I think: my own growing 
conmitment to nonviOlence is only a fruit 
of the daily practice of the works of 
mercy - and I don't do much. I dan1t feed 
the hungry or clothe the naked at Karen 
House. I don't go over there to work at 
all any more. Once every few years we take 
in a stranger here at the Little House, 
but then we get acquainted and aren I t 
strangers any more. Thanks to pius Fagan 
and Jackie Tobin at St. Vincent de Paul. I 
visit the workhouse two or three times a 
year. 

I do visit hosPitals a lot. Jackie who 
lives here and BJ who used to live here 
have both been hospitalized most of the 
sunmer. As I write this Jackie is home for 
the week and B1 shoUld l::e released tomor­
rCM. They I ve l::een sick COOkies and are 
grateful for all the prayers and support 
people have given. I visit Hazel who is 
in a nursing home. 1 'm mindful of stanley 
and I hear tell of him, but I don I t go to 
see him. 

This sumner about the only corporal 
work: of mercy I've done is to visit the 
sick; (One day· I went to four hospitals!) 
but I can feel myself grow, change, a 
Iittle, from just sitting with BJ and 
Jackie and Hazel and chatting about the 
dog and the cat, about the weather 1 about 
my garden and how we got the back porch 
repaired. I can't cure them or carry their 
pain; the change is in me, gives me some 
energy to fight Medicaid (Do I have some 
horror stories I) and to go to the Economic 
Conversion office and to count weapon 
sales to the Middle East. 

I think: the ordinary corporal works of 
mercy enable us to see structural violence 
and institutional sm and to see some ways 
of resisting them in our ordinary lives. + 

Mary Ann McGivern has traveled enough the past four years to amass sixty 
thousand frequent flyer miles which she just exchanged for t1olO tickets to 
Crete. She admits to guilt feelings at the memory of Dorothy's bus rides 
and frets that mileage credit may be linked to interest. But she's going. 
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From Karen House
 

by Lee Carter 

This -August I left Karen House. I came 
to Karen House as a guest about six years 
ago, intending to be here about t~m weeks. 
I stayed on and eventually became a 
corrmunity member. I ended up taking charge 
of the kitc.."'1en and did most of the cooking 
the last several years. Time has a Hay of 
catching up ,vith a person, and I decided 
it was time for me to s10""" dmm, so my 
dog, Bear, and I got ourselves a small 
house in Carondolet. I'm taking it kind of 
easy (but Bear's not!). I still consider 
the Karen House Comnunity my fami ly which 
I love very much. Maybe everything didn't 
always "lOrk out like it ~vas planned, but r 
believe everyone tried. I just hOJ)€! they 

don't forget where I live - they are 
always Helcome. 

It's been so long since I've lived 
alone - it's really going to take some 
getting used to. I've got so much cleaning 
to do. It 'fill take a while to get through 
it all. I'll keep plugging along, and I'll 
take this time to thank everyone for all 
of the help that was given to me. 

Yesterday I raked leaves and ,men I 
finished, I set out about forty tulip 
bulbs. The cats haven't followed me here, 
but I hope the birds do. I I ve got my 
feeders and the bird bath set up in the 
back yard. Even when life changes, some 
things remain the sarne - thank God ..... 

"1....<:02' '2..>..ter, for years past the member of the camnunity in charge of food 
prepara'..ion, continues in this vocation in h~ new home, invitinq 
friends down for dinner. Such invitations are rarely declined. ­
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From Our
 
Mail Bag
 

Editors: 

Hooray for your recent issue on Merton. 
I loved it, applaud the Hork you do, am 
cheered by your COlUlTU1S on life in your 
various houses. 

Tell us more al:out your guests - do 
their lives change enough to notice? Do 
your lives change because of them? 

~closed please find a small sum 1·,hich 
will change no one I slife, but may buy a 
postage stamp or tHO. 

Cheers ­

Janice Falcone 
Haryville, M) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

I was recently given a copy of the 
Sunmer issue of The Round Table, and I 
especially enjoyed the articles on ·D.10mas 
Merten, and the piece by Mary Ann 
McGivern. 

I would like to be included on your 
mailing list, and hor::e the enclosed 
donation, small though it is, can be of 
some help. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Eschen 
St. Louis, ill 

Dear Friends, 

I have just finished your remarkably 
sensitive issue dedicated to the memory of 
Tha.tnas Merton, and felt compelled to make 
contact with your conmunity. It has been 
several years since I visited Karen House 
as an idealistic seminarian infatuated 
wi th the catholic Worker IIlOVell'eI1t. My 
experience as a catholic Worker, and later 
as a prospective Trappist monk left me 
searching for a direction in life, and I 
came to you with the idea of beginning a 
CW conmuni ty in the East St. Louis area. 

The Spirit has moved me more and more 
in the direction of diocesan priesthood, 
and as I enter my second year of theology 
at St. Meinrad Seminary I find my heart 
still so inexplicably pulled toward the 
Catholic Worker. I tell my friends that I 
woUld like to retire to a av conmunity 
some day, but know deep down that the day 
may come sooner than I think. The Round 
Table has been a constant and positive 
source of contact for me with the ideals 
and realities of the rrovement, and for 
that I thank you. 

Merton and Day were prophets in that 
they were able to articulate the ancient 
truths in a contemporary way. But further 
work needs to te done. They simply laid 
the foundations upon which our own prophe­
tic voices must build. Relationship is the 
essence of the Hebrew and Christian scrip­
tures-the relationships we have with one 
another and with our God. We see that it 
is the continual deterioration of 
relationships which constitutes the 
deterioration of our world and ourselves. 
We look upon our relationships wi th 
objects as having more importance than our 
relationships with others. Fear has become 
our god, and we invest more time and 
energy in ,that relationship than any 
other. The ageless and prophetic voice of 
Christ still rings true-"Fear is useless, 
what is needed is trust." 

Thank you for ~our continued corrmitment 
to the poor 2....."ld oppres.'5ed. I pray that the 
Spiri t of Tnlth will continue to flood 
your heart wi th wisdom, grace and courage 
to speak with the voice of love to a world 
that no longer remembers the language. 

Yours in Christ, 

Jon O'Guinn 
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I 

by Jim Plato 

Recently during one of those rare 
gifted moments of quiet solitude while I 
'WaS on house one morning, I paused to 
reflect upon the connection betv.'een that· 
mcm=nt and the rest of the day, with all 
of its comings and goings. I fmmd myself 
wondering what significance, if any, do 
these moments have in terms of the rest of 
my busy, working, action-oriented life? As 
I sat there, I thought of the time earlier 
in the morning of coming dov.'IlStairs for my 
usual. cup of coffee and passing by tlE 
guests and their children on the way to 
the kitchen with a simple hi or goo<.1 
morning. It seems that such simple, open 
affirmations of our neighbors are just 
Where the contemplative experience is most 
genuine. Solitude must inform action and 
vice versa. I thought of the instances 
when children Came to me with arms spread, 
waiting for a hug. I also thought of those 
times ·of quiet which I have <;:onsciously 
sought out and made time for. I couldn r t 
help but conclude that it is the same 
VUlnerability _I say yes to in a hug or 
greeting that I bring to my moments "away" 
with God. Speaking fran my own past 
experiences I Jmow that if I pass by 
others, be they conmunity, guests or 
friends, and chose not to reach out, then 
I can never hope to cone to Iiturgy and 
expect to enjoy a fruitful Eucharist. 

This exercise in vulnerability to 
others became very clear to me in a recent 
phone conversation I had with my youngest 
brother, Steve. In the course of the con­
versation, he told me he had passed the 
required tests to enter the officer 
program for the Harine Corps (following my 
next youngest brother's chosen field). I 
have been honest with him aJ:x)ut my 
personal questions and views concerning 
the .military and the role it plays in pro­
tecting economic exploitation of the Third 
World. He was well aware of them. We 
started talking about the moral questions 

involved and he became very defensive. 
quickly became aware of the tendency with­
in myself -- the older, more experienced 
one who has thought all of these things 
through, has them all figured out, has 
seen the il!ight" -- to impart this know­
ledge to the younger, less experienced, 
confused one. I also realized that all my 
words about the issues which we had 
discussed so often before woUld ring 
hollow if I were not genuinely interesbed 
in his thoughts and feelings. 

Maybe the II truth" is found in the 
mutual, honest sharing of ourselves, our 
thoughts and feelings - but most especial­
ly in our weaJmess. t know when my life 
becomes too action-oriented, I find mySelf 
listening lesS and less to others and 
their views and more to my own "correct-" 
way of thinking. It seems that Only to the 
degree that we are open to others can we 
be open to GOO. W"e must somehow learn to 
integrate the embrace of a child and the 
embrace of Christ in vulnerability.and 
gratitude. 

• 1m ..Ala.rema ll ,Jim Plato, meml:er of Karen House, is affectlonately ",.uown as 
"JiJrlBo", IIJi.rrmy"., I1Ja.rres" and 11GentIe Jim" among the guests. 
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A HOUND TA8lE DISCUSSION
 
"Adjustments in Reality: 

u.s. News Coverage on Central America" 
Bill Ramsey has l:een on a research sabbatical from his AFSC 

position. He -will present his preliminary findings concerning the 
convergence of U.S. policy in Central America and the presentation of 
the Central American conflict by u.s. media. How does it happen? Why 
does it happen? Is it a major obstacle to peace ....? 

- Please join us for this provocative discussion, for the "clarifica­
tion of thought II our co-founder, Peter Maurin, counseled us to pursue. 
Snacks and refreshments will l:e served. 

I. KAREN HOUSE, FRI., DEC. 9, 7:30 p.m. 

Oon't Throw This Away!! 
Pass It On ... 

Please pass this issue on to a friend 
'Imen you I ve finished it, with the 
suggestion that they subscribe; or, just 
send us their name and address and 
subscribe for them. 

Karen's House Needs:
 
• Refrigerators 
• Picnic Tables 
• Blankets 

The ROlUld Table is the quarterly j oumal of Catholic Worker life and 
thought in St. Louis. Subscriptions are free. Please write to The Round 
Table, 1840 Hogan, St. Louis, ill 63106. Donations are gladly accepted to 
help us continue our work "With the poor. People 'IrorJdng on this issue 
include: Margaret Boyer, Katrina Campbell, Pat Coy, Zack Davisson, Carol 
Donohue, C.FP.S., Virginia Druhe, Jim Plato, Barb Prosser, Ellen Rehg 
and Mark Scheu. Letters to the editors are encouraged; we' 11 print as 
many as space pennits . 
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