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Why This Issue?

i

This issue has been Jong in coming, and bas been ﬁamed by personal and poliucal ragedy. The political tragedy is the
United States’ war on Iraq. We began to plan the lssuebcfore the war started, continued and adjusted our planning during the
way, and recontipued (is that a word?) and réadjusted afier the major bostilities were over. Theyvar itéelf, of course, is far from
over.

The personal ragedy was the death by suicide of our dear friend Matk Scheu on May 3 of this year. Mark was a cornmunity
member at Karen House from about 1984 10 1994 or so. During that time and beyond he was amember of the Rownd Table editorial
board. Indeed, many an issue in the 1980°s was conceived and largely planned in Mark and Pat Coy’s shared apartment, no doubt
over afew high quality brews, and maybe sandwiched in befveen a crifbage game played on the back porch. We relied on Mark's
careful apd insightful analyses of political evenrs, a$ well as his wit, in our discussions and in his frequent contributions to the
Rownd Table. Even after resigning from the board he'continiied to update and print ovt our mailing list up to the day ofhis death.
Although every one of us who knew and loved Mark is snli reeling from shock and grief, we bebieve that his personal war is finally
over.

We offer you our reflections, both political and personal, on these events. It is crucial, we believe, for everyone, but
especially those of us in the peace Inovement, to recognize and name that we are in the age of the new American empire. Teka
Childress and Jenny Truax reveal the policy of the nght wing think tank, the Project for a New Amencan Centry,which is uow
U.S. foreign policy. The war against Afghanistan, and agzinst Iraq, the threateped wars against (611 in the blank - North Korea?
Syria? Iran?) are but pieces of a larger puzzle in the blanket war on terrorism which provides the cover for the unbridied pussuit
of U.S. dominance i the world. As Carolyn Griffeth points oul in berarticle, in whjch she deconstructs the lies behind the
weapons of Tnass destrucaon, the two world powers now seem to be the United States and those (few) countries supporting its
agenda, and the glabal peace movement which opposed the U.S. war io large pumbers.

Jack Renard invites us Christians to look at thelog of scandalous behavior in our own eyes before we pick out the speck in
the eyes of our Muslim brothiers and sisters in faith. [ offer an analysis of the causes of terrorism in an cffort to understand the
motivatons of those who pit themselves so wholeheartedly against the U.S. Angie O’Gorman, Anne Treeger, and Andrew
Wimmer offer more persona] reflections on the experience of the new American ermpire; F oIJow-u)a the beljefthat the personal is
political; Andrew enjoins us {0 cwlGvate our gardens, since world peace Js in part an exprmsnon of personal peace.

We conclude with our regular features. Annjie Schiefelbein wraps up our issue with her thougbts on the experience of
community through gur above-mentoned ragedies and also oar celebratons, that of the wedding of Teka Childress and Mike
Baldwin on May 17. As she 5o apty points out, ' Both-Mark:s deatb and Teka's wedding reqiiire of us to come closer and let go
of anything butlove.” +

i I —Ellen Rehg
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American Empire Exposed

by Teka Childress and Jenny Truax

The Bush Adminisiration has sioved fornwvard with its
agenda fora‘ New American Century’” with amazing rapidity.
Since the tragedies of Septernber ) | the U.S. has engaged in
two wars, with Adminisiration officials making threats of more.
Is this really the new century that the American people want?
Understanding the roots of the Administaton’s foreign policy
agenda, and urunasking ils real intentions, is imperagve, Ifthe
peace movemem wants (0 effectively counter propaganda used
rojusnfy each individual war (such as weapons of mass de-
stacnon o Irag), it must address the Adminsstrarion’s global
agenda and offer a viable sliernative. Otherwise, the peace
movermeni s lefi to react 10 the latest supposed threat, real or
manufacamed,

The doctrine under-girding e United States” curreat for-
eign policy agenda was firstarbculated in 1992 at the end of the
first Bush Adminismation. Ttwas developed further, mostly
outside of o ficial government policy during the Clinton Ad-
ministration, and has now become realized during Gearge W,
Bush’s Adminiswation. The core ideas of this docuine involve
preventing the risz of polential opponents (o the United States,
“shaping” world events, and expanding the United States’ in-
fluence pwitarily. We should take note of Pentacon official Ri-
chard Perle’s words in April 2003, conceming the Middle Easi:
“There is tremendous polential to transform the region. Ifa
ryrant like Soddam can be brought down, others are going to
begin o think. ..and act to bring down 1he fyrants that are af-
flicting them.”

After the fall of the Berlin Wall, Secretary of Defense Dick
Cheney gathered tus staffro begin developing a foreign policy
doctrme that would reflect and address the new global division

of power. Paul Wolfowirz, then Under Secretary of Defense,
drafted the Defense Policy Guidance (DPG) which laid out a
framewark for the expansion of U.S. power globally. The docu-
weot was skeptical of the United Nanans, advocadng for uni-
latera) action when “cellectve action cannot be orchestrated ™
The report emphasized the need for “deterving potential com-
petitors from even aspiring to a larger regional or glohal role,”
and smessed the importance of “preemptive rilitary interven-
ton.”

The ideas behind this report continued to develop during
the Clinton Aduinisaton, especially in poliveal groups such
as the Jewish Insiinate for National Security (JINSA) and the
Amencan Enterprise Institute (AE]} Members of these two
groups nclude current officials such ag Richared Perle (Penta-
gon Under-Secretary of Defense), Paul Wolfowitz (Deputy De-
fense Secretary), Dick Cheney (Vice President), James Woolsey
(former CIA Direcror), and Jay Garner (former “Shenftof
Baghdad.”)

The Project for a New American Century (PNAC), another
right-wing think ank, was founded in 1997 during the Clinien
Admirustration to counter its “'adnft” foreign and defénse poli-
cies. The PNAC founding statement, sigried by each of the
above officials along with Donald Rumsfeld, Jeb Bush, Dan
Qunyle, and Zalmay Kbalizad (Bush's special envoy to Afghani-
stan & lraq), states: “We seem 10 bave forpotten the essential
elements of the Resgan Administration’s success: amilitary
that is strong and ceady to meet both present and fueure chat-
lenges; a foreign policy that boldly and pucposefully promotes

Teka Childress is enjoying being a newlywed; Jeony Truax is Karen House resident expert on The Manix Reloaded
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American priaciples abroad; and naticnal leadership that ac-
cepis the United States' global responsibilities.”

In Febmary of 1998, the PNAC senta letter to President
Clinton calling for an urgent removal of Saddam Hussein and
his regirne. stating ‘that now needs o become the aim of Arnen-
can foreign policy.” In December, "Desent Fox,” & four-day
U.S. bombing campaign, was initiated by President Clinten.
The next major report issued by the PNAC, “Rebuilding
America’s Defenses: Surategies, Forces and Resources fora
New Cennury,” lays out 8 grand and demailed roadrmap of Aroen-
can domunance with the goal of “Pax Americana’™- peace and
security for American interests domestically and abroad. Six
out of twenry-seven of its authors currently hold key defense
and policy positions in the Administration. A conspicuous
number of the report 's recommendanons (which age noticeably
products of the 1992 DPG ideology), have systematically be-
come official Bush Adininistration policy. A few examples in-
clude:

The PNAC report written a year before 11 September 2001
also predicied that an atflack on the United States might expe-
dite the adoption of i1s recommendations: * The process of
transformadon. . .is ikely to be a long one, absent some cata-
strophic event—Ilike a new Pearl Harbor.”

The PNAC report recommmends that the Pentagon should
be “‘prepared 10 fight and decisively wip roultiple, simultanzous,
major theage wars.” The Bush Administranon has shifted from
11s campaign promuse in 2000 to work towards 2 more “humble”
Armerica, 0 a very different policy, one of preemptive and all-
but-unilateral mifiary strikes.

We should take heed of this last PNAC recommendation
as the conflict with North Korea escalates, and pressure on
Symia.and possibly Lran mount in the coming manths. We should
be suspicious of rbetoric that targets these “new potential
threats™ to the 1J.S. while ignenng huroan rights abusers in
governments thal are econormically and polincally acquiescent
10 the United States. We should be wary of terms such as “ex-
panding the zong of democracy,” “‘taking responsibility for glo-
bal leadersiup,” and “defending our interests.” After al), what
is the interest of the United Siates? Is it to support Saddam
Hussein with weapaons of mass destruction (while at war againgt
ran), only to use this as a Jater justificauon for twelve years of
the most devastating sanctions in moderm history, and then
invasion? Or,isitreally more in the interest of the Unied
Siates 1o become part of an international body of nadons seek-
ing ways to promote human rights, justice and peace for all
people? This is the allemative vision that the peace movement
must profess.

Various think 1anks and poiicy study groups have pub-
lished comumentanes on “what the peace moverment should do
now.” We would like to join that discussion 10 share a few
idess for aunified peace agenda. These ideas could beginas a
pledpe that cifizens sign, and evolve into policy and legislatve
recommendations:

. Wecall fora morawmumn on preemiptive mulitary sinkes
by the Uniled States. We oppose the policy of using
preemplive strikes because 11 is ofien questionable
Tow real the stated threats are, and whether the threats
are to U.S. security or a challenge to econormuc inter-
esis. We also oppose this policy because it is highly
questionable whether the threat posed against the U.S.
15 less than the barm done o civilian populations who
sufferunder US. amack Furthe, these awacks threaten
ouwr constitution, as they are aften waconstitutional
and intermnationally illegal.

2 Wecall onthe United Nanens 1o inipate an interna-
vonal conference to discuss temorisin, its causes and
cuwres, and we call on the United States o pacticipate
in this conference. We make this call becavse the
United States has launched a carnpaign against terror-
ism, which is a global problem and needs to be solved
by the global cormunity.

3. Ve call on the United States to re-sign, ratify, and
fully supporn the Intemationa) Cnminal Counas away
of resolving its conflicts whenever appropnate.

4. Wecall on the United States to provide reparations o
the fonm of financial aid and hurnanitarian assistance
1o both Afghanistan and Iraq.

5. Wecall onthe Unxled States to conlnue supponing
the Israeli-Palesune peace process as it seeks to
achieve two indegendent stales, and to tenninate all
oubitary aid to Istael.

6  \Wecall onthe Uniled States 1o parocipate in efforts of
global disarmament as a way to truly elimapate weap-
ons of mass destruction, by reducing the miliaary bud-
get, ceasing research into rmissile defense and “roini-
nukes,” and participatiog in international anns oreanes
including the Noun-Proliferation Treaty and the Anti-
Ballistic Missile Treaty.

This pledge could be adopted by national peace and justice
groups, and promoted in Jocal groups ina variery of ways,
including bouse meeting campaigns. We look forward to the
future, and refuse 1o let the current Administration’s destruc-
tive policies st the agenda for il Join us.

Hope has two beautiful daugh-
ters. Their names are anger
and courage: anger at the way
things are, and courage to.see
that they do not remain the
way they are.

--Saint Augustine




Rage Awaits Us in the Debris

by Angie O'Gorman

The bombing of Baghdad wakes me in the morning
even though [ lie in my safe bed. Shock waves jerk me
from sleep, unrelenting explosions jolt open my eyes. My
head shakes like a rattle towards the coming disorienta-
tion. Baghdad is convulsed by American bunker-busting
bombs with their nu¢lear tips and mushroom clouds.

Missiles immobilize radar and command and control cen-
ters, yes, but hospilals, tao, and the phone system, heat and air
in the shellers, ptumbing and sewvage disposal. 3000 U.S. bombs
and mussiles, setto hit Baghdad in the first two days of the air
war - a Linle over one a minute for 48 hours - begin to find their
1Argels, or mniss.

lay here remembering Donald Rurnsfeld on the Lehrer
NewsHour saying “catastrophic success” was his preferred
outcome. Prefermable 1o what?

Something nsane o this word cembipation stuns me. [
wanlt to find the thought world in which “catastrophic sue-
cess” becames a rarional way of talking about peace through
war

It s pot hard 10 locate. Nurnerous articles bragged about
aur “Shock and Awe' sirategy, part of the bigger plan for
“Rapid Dominance ™ [tis terror through bombing, calibrated to
result in psychologicat paralysis of the population. lts goal is
fo fraurnatize ~ both civil society and the mililary ~ ipto ibacton
It is medem carpet bombing, 1oday’s bliwkrieg.

“The sheer size of this has never been. ....contemplated
before,” boasts a Pentagon spokesman interviewed by CBS
News, “Therewill not be a safe place in Baghdadl™ Elsewherz
the Pentagon mennons that the initial attack could spproximate
the devastation of a niuclear explosion.

Baghdad, T recall, is a city of five million people.

This is terrorsm.

I thought we were fighting to end terrorism and find we
have merely becotne terrorists ourselves,

“You have this simultaneous effect, rather like the nuclear
weapons at Hiroshima., .. says the strategy’s maio author, “de-
fense intellectual”™ Harlan Ullman, But this war is supposedly
about ridding lraq of weapons of mass destrmuction, not iniro-
ducing our own. Our talk 15 abowt saving. Qurachons, about
annihilation.

The war debate focused on Iraqi actions ta which ours
were merely 2 tesponse. And [wonderif that forgives us re-
sponsibility for what we do? We were set 1o ferronze the
enemy populadon into passivity. That was my govermmoent’s
war strategy. Itis foo Husseinesque for me. Ifwe have no
alternative to his methods, we have no reason forwvar.

Axngle O'Gorman writes from Si. Louis where she works with imynigrants and refugees.



thing over which I have no chaice. but I still ko
[ imagine myselfawoman all these years in the prison of the difference benveers vight and vorong. You live sy
Russein's Iraq. your oxn choices and ave unable 1o see the evil in

lam the hrogiseomen i Baghdad forsvhom there
1$ 110 escaping the prison of Amexica $ \wor plans ond
weoposy. O nevvoccuprers. Our next Saddam.
The Americans closed the borders before the bombs
began - nfiraid. I guess, ofwinesses.

Pe Iroqi morhers con no longer 1ell the enemy
Jrom the savioy. Threat is
present everywhere. Theve
is no safe place. Not the
bomb sheliers Americo
bombed Amariyah, our
largest aiy yaid shelter in
Baghdad the lost time
arornd, (urning 1 into o
museum of deud \wommen
and children, nietal mai-
ness springs melnng into
their skin. 1will wot go into
a bomb shelter again.

Knowing whatwuas to
come | collecied exrra liters
of kerosene and \uter.
Food has bee rationed 100
long to have saved uny.

I ook at my children,
the eavth shakes wnder us.
Powerlessness has deto-
nated my being,, my sanl
shaness imo shards, 1con-
not protect theny. Some of
us, most of us [ hope, \eill
die. We are not goodvith-
our eacl other: [swant € 1o
die together: Tharis nll]
hopefor: Thatno one is lefi
behind.

What does your Pyesident desive? Whar exactly
does your Presiden desire? No one answeers 1his ques-
rion swhen ] ask

Orwrlibeyation? Enibedided inyourvoeapomy are
a thousand Saddams. Yor 1ighteowsly condenur hin
and Saddarize the yest of us. Regime chonge? It
does not reguire this vwar. You o this. you have
done it many times befoyve. Whess Iwondey about
America s goal fo)- this woy; I look ut yoro \weapons.
Yo weapons reveal everyihing about you. Yowr
hopes, your dreams, your motivotions, enfleshed in
piercing merals and gas. You are personified foy us
in yourweaponry. We knovewho you are by your
weaponry.

This wor is nor about us. 1t is about vou. “He
made us do 31, " vou ¢y like some infontile child. You
wonder how I can live wirls Saddont? Iwopder how
xotscan livewith yourself. Who rules nnyrcoimny is a

thenm. You are more like Saddamn than you fnow,
imposing youwrseill throughwharever nieans passible.
] con hate Saddapr and yonr weapons as well.

[will be debris. This 18 the freedon yon offer me.
Jwill be debris. Wharwill you be vwhen thiswaris
done swith you?

Tremenbey my 15 yew-old son. Saddon: took
hiny beforve the bombing be-
gon Perhaps American
weapons will 1ake my
daughtey. Whar is the dif-

Jerence? This war is my
children's second before
thewr adulthood. And there
is nothing for me but to sit
and wait, comforting them
with lies.

Do you tell your children
the vruth abowt what is
coming and why, or lie 10
them as ] do to mine? 1onky
have to face the terTor in
their eyes while you, you
have 10 Jace yowr children's
disgust. We women should
have knovwn bemier. We have
become umvitting apolo-
gists for oy goveynments,
similor as they are, setling
onr children hes rather
then unbearable nuths. We

Join the campaigns of
distnformation hoping the
children will be as easily
duped as yve were. They
wesen ). Theyarent

My emply eves saw tervor siaring back at me
when ] looked al my clildren and rage byoke through

my puralysis like wind ohipping at the dessert sand.
It blinds me. Greatwmves of culling sand, rage rising
up 10 choke off the hopes of your weapomy; the pa-
ralysis vour govesnment depends on, refusing your
ownership of my soul. Our bomb-broken bodies may
die. ow trartma continue down the generutions. But
the poralvsis youryvar planners hoped forwill give
way lo rage, and rage weaponized is somerhing you
do norwant. My children will not blame me for your
actions. I have loved them o0 vwell.

Look a1 your own experience. The debris wilt
rise up and have her day.

+

Fnz Eichenbarg



Weapon of Mass Distraction

by Carolyn Griffeth

In the lasc year citizens from all over the world have
ratlied 1o protest of the United Siates planned invasion of
[raq, resulting in the largest antiwar protests in world his-
tory before the warhad even began. This massive outcry
for peace has led some to conclude that in the current
world arder there are again nwo great powers, one the
United States and thase nations supporting its agenda,
and the second the global peace movement. Very linle
analysis is peeded 10 conclude which is the larger camp:
With the exception of Israel and England, none of the
other one hundred and eighty four pations in the United
Nations supported the U. S, plan for invasion. Funher-
morte, Tony Blair’s own party did not endorse his suppon
of George W. Bush’s plap, and polls sevealed that even
more Briush than French citizens were azainst the war.
Therefore, only Israel, the number cne recipient of United
States” military aid, locked favorably upon the war, A
berter question is which camp has the greater power? 1f
one believes that rruth itself is the greatest pawer of all,
then the answer is obvious: No Weapoos of Mass De-
souction have been found in Iraq, nor do Americans, much
less the world's eitizens, live in greater security. Consid-
ering that neither truth nor world opinion supported the
US invasion of [raq and that such an attack to overthrow
apation’s government was a flagrant violation of the U N.
Charter, the Nwremberg Charter, and international law,
why did any Amedcans suppon 1his war?

For starters, roany Americans were victims of a weapon of’
mass distraction: Americans have been bombarded by the

media’s uncritical reporting on the U.S. Administration’s
claim cegarding Traq's weapons of mass destruction
(WMD), which Saddam Hussein’s government was sup-
poscdly hiding from UN weapons inspectors. Americans
were 8lso told that Hussein was bujlding oramassing these
weapons because of bis hate for the United States and
cur precious “way of life.” Furnthermore, it was often
implied that he was not only a spopsor of terronsm and a
threat to the United States, but alse, like Hitler, to the
rest of the world. The constant mention of Irag’s WMD,
coupled with rhetoric like the “"axas of evl)” fanned the flamnes of
fear Americans understandably felt afier the Sepiember L1* at-
tacks, and fearis no tonic for logic and reason.

Americans whose lives are already marked by the distrac-
tions of long work hours, coramuies, conswier culturs, self-
absorption, and sound-bite news, have becomne distracted all
the more from reason and reflecuon by an overwhelming sense
of insecurity. US citizens, while rallying behind the ery for
greater national security, are mostly too distracted fror asking:
What would real security look like? If such a question were
pased, many would agree that national security would begin
with befriending, rather than bombing, other nations of the
world, and would be reflected at home by the availabilicy of
health care, good jobs, decent education, and hausing farall.
Yel, disiracied by fear, and indactrinated to find secunity in
weapons, many Amencans cling w the very things (weapons
made at enoIMOous tax payer expense) that not only are respon-
sible for the lack of real security at home butalso for the hosul-
ity toward the United Siates on the part of many nations.

Carolyn Griffeth hosis delicious and festive potluck community dinners at her home on Friday evenings.



Io effort to overcome the weapoo of mass distraction
stis useful 1o study the history of Umted States’ inveolve-
ment wirth Iraq, and some basics about the US economy
(¢ uncover sorne critical facts goe could not hear on the
nightly pews.
< In 1975 Saddam Hussein came 1o power in Iraq by

killing his opponents, but also by the strength ofbis
massive social uplifi program. Hussein virnually ehmi-
nated female illileracy, provided free universal health
care, clean water, and free educadon to all, even through
graduale school.

< In 1979 Iran’s Mushim fundamentalists ousted the Shah
(previously installed by the United States and backed
the U.S. secret police) thirough non-viclent demon-
stratons, The United States changed its Jaws so that
United States companies could sell resowrees for
WMD 1o Iraq. The United States suppornt confinved
through Hussein's gassing of the Kurds in Halabja.
Notably, the United States sent a delegation to sup-
port Hussein (including Donald Rumsfeld) when
Husssein's homan rights violathions became contro-
versial.

< In 1990, Irag invaded Kuwwai, after being gven the
“go-ahead’ from the United States. This was a sort of
reparation for the fact that the United Siates was actu-
ally supporting both [ran and [raq i the previous war,

<> Spon thereafier, the Upited States Jaunched Opera-
tion Desert Storm agatnst Iraq, supposedly because
oftheir attack on Kuwait. The effect of the war was
devastanng.

1. The United States dropped aver 60,000 tons of bombs
on [raq, mosdy ou the civilian infrastructure, specifi-
cally 1argeting the electrical grid and power siations.

2 Hospitals were disconnected, sewage systerns broke
down, and veater becarne coatarninated leading to epi-
demics of cholera, typhoid fever, malaria, dysentery,
diphthena and gasuroentenfis, which would be fur-
thered by the cancdons, (\Who is guilty of using bio-
logical warfare?)

3. A Penwagon source admitted that the attacks on the
mifrastructure of lraq were specifically to accelerale
the effect of the sanctions.

4 The United States and Brilain left 660,000 pounds of
Depleted Uranjum in lraq with a half-life of 4.5 billion
years. Depleted Urarum leads 1o chiromosornal dam-
age, evidenced by the staggening child lexkemia rate
and birth defects, as well as the Gulf \War Syndrome.

5. Notably, Iraq used no WMD on United States roops
during the Gul{ War and the Uniled Staies clairned to
having desiroyed 90% of lraq’s WMD during that
war

On the fory-fifth anniversary of the United States’ bomb-
ing of Hirashima, the United Natons Securiry Council approved
the United Swtes-crafted sanctions on Lrag. Effecuvely the Gulf
War never ended. It was extended for nvelve vears in the most
comprehensive sanchons ever irnposed in history.

<> The United States blocked oil sales (previously
095% of [rag’s foreign exchange) in Iraq for six
years before allowing the Oil-For-Food program
that allowed Lraq o sell Limited amounts of oil in
excbange for food and medicine.

<> FEwverything that came info Iraq through the Oil-
Faor-Food had to be approved by the permancat
members of the comminee; the United Siates
routinely vetoed parts to repalr water and sew-
age systerus, parts for oil production, chlorine for
water purnificanion, and even baby milk powder
that contains phosphates,

< All present and past UN heads of the Oil-For-Food
program report 1hat the food was not hoarded but
rather gave Iraq an “A” for distribunon.

<> Denis Halliday and Hans von Spoaneck resigned theis
30 phus year positions as Assistant Secrerary Gener-
als in the UN 10 protest the sanctions.

<> In 1999 UNICEF did a study concluding thar five hun-
dred thousand children under the age of five have
died due to the sanctions.

<> The sancuons caused easily the death of 1.5 millioo
Iragi people.

< In2000, UNICEF estimaled that 1/3 of Iragi children
were ¢hronically malnounshed, and 1/8 died before
theic first birthday,

<= Scoft Ritter, the seven-year former UN chiefweapons-
inspector and United States marine, resigned, saying
that the lraqis were being “'ser up™ to fail the inspee-
don requiremenis. Touring the country, Ritter asserted
that the United States used the information be uncov-
ered during hus 1avestigations to bornb civilian wargets
in an allempt to assassinate Sadaam Hussein. This
substantiates Hussein's claim that weapons inspec-
tocs were spyiog oa lraq.

< Furthermore, Scon Riner hasiesgified that lrzeq bad
becn effecuvely disarmed of WiVID in 1996.

< The [nternadonal Atomic Energy Agency of the United
Nations refuted Bush and Blair’s statement that Irag
was six mooths from rmaking a nuclear weapon, There
is no evidence of nuclear capability.

<> Forhe last twelve years the United States and the
Bntain bombed Iraq regularly overthe *'no fly zones™
which was not authorzed by the United Nanons and
were iltegal violalions of Iragi sovereigoty. Iraq was
unable 1o shoot down even one of these warplancs.

These facts (and many others now being discussed ex
post facto by the mainsueam media) have begun 1o call many
Aumericans o skeptically consider the whole WMD disuacton
thai once led 1o their support of the war, A xecent ediiion of
TIME magaznine (July 21, 2003) entitled "Untruth & Conse-
quences: How flawed was the case for golag to war against
Saddam?" is just one example. Although irexplores some of
the deceptions around the whole WMD argurnent, it fails 1o
ask: “What is the real interest of the United Srares in golng to
warwith [raq?” Inorder to bring such inierests to the fore one
should consider the following facts (that can not be found in
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TItdE) \wwhich point not only to the roots ol this war but
also to maay of the past, and, God farbid, the fucure
The United States largest cash crop is aot soy and corn,
but weapons. The United Suates has more nuclear weapons
\hap al) othey nabons combined Military spending by the United
Siaies js more than the nwvelve next largest budgels com-
bined. The Uniicd Swales has renounced treaties control-

Jing nuclear weapons and their pro-
liferation, voted against enforcing the
Biologica) Weapons Conventions,
voled sgainst freaties banning land
mings, and against the Internationsl
Crindinal Court. Why? Because Whe
US profits from war.

Jraq has the second Jargest o1l re-
serves in the world. Thus, one hint
of the United States’ wnterests in con-
crolling what happens in Iraq can be
found ip the current Adminisoation’s
0] interests, Both President Bush and
WVice President Dick Chaney are en-
renchedin the oil indusoy; Bush's en-
ergy policy is a bjue print for oll depen-
degcy.

Even Congress bas expressed ils in-
tecests in Iraq ‘s oil Senator Richard Lugar,
the rankipg representatve of the Repub-
lican Party on the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, submirred a sarategy for urgiog
othec counmes 1o (oia the Uniled Siates
in nvading lraq. The Unifed States
should tel other countres: '“\We are go-
ing torun the oil business. We are going
to run it well, we are going to make
rmoney; aod it's going to help pay for the
rehabilitation of [raq because there is
maney there. . . Because once we get Lhere,
we'te going o canool the ol business.™
Only tme will tell the fas-reaching con-
sequences of invading (raq Already the
Muslim world feels legitimaely discrmi-
nated against, 1f pot demonized, by the
United States. Already Noah Korea has
said preempve arnacks are not just Lhe
right of the United Siates. Not only is
the United States exporting weapons and
way, it is also exponing a new culare
based on fear and the illusion that weap-
ops, threats, and even unprovoked at-
tacks can increase natiooal seconry. The
United States must begin to look at the threat thal lies nol
in the Middle East, but in its own weapon based, oil-
dependent economy. It must also Jook inside and ask why
11 bas become so insecure. 15 it possible 1hat the vs-ver-
sus-them culture thar drjves the United Siates to war ¢
au outgrowth ofﬂl‘*_dog—eal-dog\ winper-versus-loser cul-
ture a1 home?

Mosl the facts here are taken from Simon Harak S J., Why
Invade Jyog? which is published by Blueprint for Social Justics
and from Ramsey Clark's (former Aapmey General) lenet o the
UN, which can be found at the Internatonal Acaoo Center at
AWIAY 1ACETIET. OrR.



America, Islam, and the
New Bigotry

by Jack Renard

A new and virulent strzun of an anclent disease has begun
10 infect our society, Like al) forms of bigotry, this disease feeds
on igonorance and fear, and on the despertate need for control
that is so pronounced in times of uncertainty. As blgotry be-
gins 1o asswne epideric proportions, mere and more people
begin swallowing demagogic condemnations of the latest and
most convenienl scapegoats — in this nstance, Islarn and Mus-
Ios

Asalways, the logic of bigotry involves the use of double
standards. Those who know they are right invariably apply
criteria to the “others” that they would never apply to them-
selves. Rev. Jemv Vines called Muheinmad a demon-possessed
pedophile because he was a polygamist and that one of his
wives was a child. A man raany Christians revere as Saint Au-
gustine was betrothed to a child by hic mother, now revered as
Saint Monics; and the patriarch Abrabam lied saying that his
wife (who bad suggested he bave a child by his concubine
Hapar) was really his sister, was of course a child-abuser be-
causc he was prepared to slawghter his child. Solomon, aworld-
class philanderer with muldple wives and scores of concubines,
rernains a paragon of wisdom for Christians and Jews.

Jerry Falwell dismisses Muhamunad as a “terrorist and a
violent rnan,” butwould surely brisile an the suggeston that
King David was an overwhelmngly viclent man who vwas domi-
pated by his passions and deserves 10 be condemned outright.
Pat Robertson assures his viewers that the problem is that “we
bhaven’tread the Qur'an,” for ifwe had we would see clearly
Islam’s sancuoning of violence. Mr. Roberison has evidenly

not read the Bible either, or he would have seen that Moses
was a murderer and that Jesus said. *“Thave come not 10 bring
peace, but the sword.” Verse for verse, the Bible is far more
violent than the Qur’an.

A few months ago, Vice President Cheney keynofed the
Conservative Political Action Conference in Washingtan. DC,
At that pational convennon, new bumper stickers targeting
Muslims were on sale at several booths: No duslims =no
terronists; fslam spelled with 2 swastika foran s After the Vice
President’s office received cornplaints, it asked that the suckers
be removed from the dispiay tables, but there was not a whisper
of demumciation, and reporters discovered that vendors contin-
ved o sell them under the table. How about a nexy burmper sick
that says, “No while people, na corporate scandal’™?

Another use of double standards: Aanericans often criti-
cize Islam as inherently flawed because it allegedly refuses to
distingiush benveen religious and civil spheres. We ignorethe
fact that historically there have been far more [slamically-re-
lated regirmnes with separate administrative structures to deal
with religious affairs than those that made no policy distincton
between religiows and civil spheres. That criique might have
some credibility except that those who voice it most joudly are
e very Americans wha are more and more insisting that their
own religious convictions arc a legilimate standard of polideal
action. A fine spbere of the Amencan melding of religicus and
civil spheres 1s the State of the Urndon, 1 which President Bush
made it clear that because of divine guidance, American is vir-
tually infallible. Bul there are, and always have been, other far

Jack Renard, authort of several books on Islam, teaches af Saint Louis Universicy.
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more spectacular examples of palitical ideology cloaked 1 the
garl of religion.

I has become inereasingly common to claim thai [slarn is
the only religion that has been spread through violence or other
means of social and economic coercion —no one who has stud-
ied the history ofthe spread of Christanity could roanein that
Latin America is now more or less unifarmly Catholie purely as
a resullof the benevoleoce of the armies that invaded in the
name of Catholic monarchs. Many insist that Islamic regimes
have been uniquely intolerant of religious plurmlism and that
only Muslims have ever engaged win religious persecution of
minority communiues in their midst —no one who has studied
the ways Christian majarities throughout history have domi-
nated and persecuted Jevwish communides among themn wouwd
dream of making sucha claim,

The first side of that claim is the notion that Muslims have
never experienced a religious discrirmination at the hands of
oon-Muslun majorities and have thus never had a justifiable
claum to self-defense. One needs only to look at current events
in India to see shocking evidence 1o the contrary. Forovera
decade, the ultra-nadonalist Hindu BJP and jts sectarian sup-
porters has given whole-hearted support to ant-Muslim mob
violence, leaving scores of thousands of Muslims dead and
hundreds of thousands horeless. India faces a grum future of
communal viglzace instigated nozby its 120 million Muslims
but by Hindus wrapped in the [ndian flag — a sobering re-
minder that itwas a Hindu who rourdered Gandhi, a Jewv who
shot Yitzhak Rabin.

N ﬁ .
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[s it any wander that hundreds of millions of non-violent,
high-minded Muslims a)) over the world have begin 1o feel be-
sieged? Citizens of other lands are watchung us, ond what they
see terrifies thern. They see increasing cause for concem inour
inconsistent loreign palicy. They fear the growing intolerance
of genuine diversiry that they associate with a Christianity again
drafted into service as the stealih ideology of a global power.
They see apeople that for cennuries justified slavery on biblical
grounds. They see a sociery again falling under the spell of its
founding docirne of divine election and incontrovertible des-
tiny. They see a nation determined to work its will and to thwart
that of other nations regardless afthe suffering that may en-
sue.

Until we as a people see ourselves as others see us, we wil)
not appreciate our place as members of the humnon race. Until
we acknowledge that our shared humanity binds us to others
more surely than our diversity divides us, we will continue to
be the medium in which bigoxy —the most fearsome of all
weapons of mass destruction — breeds unconoollably. Finally,
some pood pews: we can begin (o inoculate purselves against
religious bigotry by applying o vaniations on the Golden
Rule. Golden Rule of Ethical Plurahism: If your own madifion
absolutely condemns a certain course of action, never assume
that another wadition condones it. Golden Rule of Scriptural
Interpretation: Ifyou don’twant members of ather faiths to
interpret your senpiures as only the exiremisis among you
would, do pot inlerpret 1beir scriptures as only e exXIremists
among them would.
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ON IRAQ
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Understanding Terrorism

by Ellen Rehg

Since Septemnber 11, [have wondered about the young
men who were wilimg to lol) therpselves apd countless others in
theirattack on the U.S. Who were they? How could anyone so
carefully and cold heanedly plot their own destruction in order
ta destroy others? Was it an act of hamed, as so many people
have heen characterizing it, or of desperation? have been
reading a Iitle on the subject and while I am by no means
anywhere nearan expect areven that knowledgeable, T thought
I would share a few mnsights with you. I write this with some
concesn that my inient may be tuisvndersiood. | am neither
Uying to jump oo 1o the pamiotic bandwagon and demovuze the
“evil-doers™ in the words of our president, nor am L rying to
paint a picture of “freedom fighters,” perhiaps in the words of
Al-Quaeda. Rather, 1am writing this because 1 am epposed to
Kolling, no roatter who is doing it, following o the spirit of Dot-
othy Day, who oppaosed both World War [T and the Spanish
Civil War. TTus is not to say that both ‘sides’ are equally at fault
in any given war, but that it is war, or violence, that we ought 1o
seek 10 vanquish, not other human beings.

In the ethics class that [ teach at St. Louis University, 1
have my students read a book abaut “oral exemplas' — people
who risk their lives and give their lives wholeheartedly to a
meral ideal, Dorothy Day, for example, could be one, or any
pumber of Catholic Workers. The book asks the same ques-
tions about this kind of person ag 1 am asking about the Al-
Qaeda, natpely, who are they and what motivates thern? One
point that is made i this book is that moral exemnplars are people
who are not differem in kind from anyone else. Tt doesn't take a
cenain kind of personality 10 be a Gandhi or an Aung San Suu

Kyi; rather, the diffetence between the morally exceptional indi-
vidual and he “average’” one is mmore a malter of degree than
Kind. We are all capable of great goodaess.

The same applies, [ now think, 10 the other end, that of
grent evil. The A)-Qacda members are not so different from
anyone ofus - again, itis 3 maner of degree, rather than kind. [
think this is important to realize because of the dangers of turp-
g them into moral moasters, so foreign (o vs that wecan't
begin to fathom them. OFfcourse, their actions are raocally re-
pugnant, but unfortunartely, not so different in kind from what
we already know,

Once thing that helped me pu Al-Qaeda in perspeclive, ]
aim not drawing atalally false analogy, 15 10 recall our own home
grown errorists, the Weather People. The Weather People,
whose terrorist activity consisted mainly in bombing govern-
ment buildings like the Capitol and the Pentagon, were amove-
mentwhich first surfaced in 1969 as an offshoot of the Stu-
dens fora Democrane Society (SDS). The SDS itselfhad been
arganized by college students in 1962 10 promote a“democ-
racy of individual participation.” [t had been inspired by the
Student Non- Violent Coordinanng Comrmunee (SNCC), a group
of young black students ¢hallenging the racist systems in the
South. The SDS began in order to help in the fight for civil
rights in the South, but as the U.S. involvement in Southeast
Asia grew, it became a siguificant voice of oppesition to the
Vietnam War. The Weadhermen (as they were imbally called)
rgjected the SDS’s committment to nonviolence, in part because
they admired the Black Panther party and its stance of using
armed self-defense in the face of police and govemment repres-
sion. The Weather People were white, middle class. well-edu-

Llen Rehg is spending the sumyper teaching at St Louis University and playing with her three kids.
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cated college students, and they felt gullty that they would not
be subject 1o the same harsh reatrnent by the authorities as the
Black Panlhers were, even though they believed in the same
cause, They wanted their oppositon to the system to put them
n as much danger as the oppressed were (n.

Butthe primary teason for their turn to the use of terrorist
tactics had to do with the tncreasing escalation of the Vietnain
War_ As the war grew rnore violent and expanded to Cambodia
and Laos, and as the police and National Guard athome began.
ro shoat and kill demonstrators, the U.S. governiment wncreas-
ingly lost legitimacy 1o the eyes of (he students and others. The
U.S. government, founded upon the principles of dermocracy
and equality, (at feast, at that point, for white men) which are
themselves grounded in a respect for human digmity, had shown
iself10 be the brutal toal of carporate capitalism, willing ro go
to any lengih to keep the world safe for American markets, The
SDS and Black Pawer movenaents began calling fora revolu-
dar, the Weather People saw thernselves as the \wban guerillas
engaging m it According 1o Ebud Sprinzak, a political scientist
and a scholar of terroristn, whose analysis Thave beeg dmawing
from, “ITdeclogicaherronisn does not emerge frorm a vacuurn or
from an wexplicable urge on the part of 2 few unstable radicals
to go beserk. Rather, it is the psychopolitical product of a pro-
found process of delegitimaton that a large number of pecple
undergo in relation to the established social and political or-
der"

Can this help us to understand Al-Qaeda? Could there be a
similar pracess of delegitimation underlying Islarnist terrotism?
It seems that tbera might be. This ume the system which bas
lost legitimacy is global in nature, the Western corporute capi-
talist system which is spreadinpg across the globe as never be-
fore. Of course, Islamism iself, arebgious-polibical movement
aimed at establishing shar “a (Islamic law) in Muslim pations,
predaies the fall of the Soviet Umion and the unchecked spread
of capitalism. Bu( the international network of Lslamist terror-
ism daes not.(Nate: it might be heipful here to disunquish be-
tween Islarnist and Islamie. The former refers to the movement
mentioned above, and is at times, hut not always, associated
with the use of violentmeans 1o achieve is goals. The Jatieris
simply the adjectival form for the word Islam. It carries no auto-
matic connotations associated with the establishment of thea-
crauc states nor of the use of violence).

According to Tumur Kuran, an economist and scholar of
Islam. earlier generations of ¥slarmists believed thas the twomajor
world economic systerns, Communism and capitalism, would
inevitably fail due to the injustices at their core. The frst sys-
tem hag fallen. and the second, capitalism, will also fall swhen it
becames known for its true nature. “Capitalism has failed bu-
manity because it breeds empuiness, misgust, dissatisfacion
and despair even among the matenally successfial,” Kuran say's,
articulating the [slanmist belief.

I the meantime, itis a cormupting mfluence in Islamic coun-
tries, not so much as an econorric system ideally charactenzed
by free markels, but more as a cultural system of the West.
Again, Kuran relates that aceording 10 Islamists, “the principle
souree of corruption is Westernization, which masquerades as
globalization and whose chiefinstmunents are e military, cul-
tural and economic powers of the Urniited States.  Americags
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have been cormupting people everywhere, including Muslims,
through seductive adverising and the dominance oftheir God-
Jess media. They have alsa been propping up client regimes
that are commited, despite appearances to the conirary, Lo frus-
trating Islarrusts goals.”” Obviously, the Islamists believe that
the rules and regulations of Tslam ought to guide a good
Muslim’s e in place of the West's system and narmns of corpo-
mle capitalism.

To a certain extent, much of the reseatment against West-
ermizalon is fed by the desperanon of citizens in Arab natons
who have been more the victims than the beneficiares of glo-
balization. Some people argue that one way to combat [slamist
terrorism is to acddress the poverty and Jack of opporiunity in
Arab countries. While this certainly would help, it must be
remerbered that, first of al), most Muslims have not responded
to the injustices of globalization by becoming terrorists, and
secandly, like the Weather People, the members of Al-Qacda
who hijacked the airplanes on Seplember 11 were minimally
middle-class and highly educated. As has been frequently
noted, Bin Laden hiroselfis extremely wealihy. The farmuly busi-
ness is the Saudi Rintaden Group (SBG) which had an estimated
worth of 85 billion in the rud 1990s. Amaong other enterprises
the company is the distributor of Snapple drinks and Porsche
and Volkswagen in the Middle East, and, ironically, even pro-
duces a variety of Arabic books based an Disney’s animated
films. [ hate to engage in ammchair psychelogizing, but one has
to waonder if, as with the Weather People, there isn’t sorge gult
stoking the fires of Bin Laden’s opposibon.

Perhaps 1135 because Bin Laden and his cohorts are well



off and well educated that they experience this delegitmation
crisis. Their fervent cornmitrment 16 Tslarnist principles gets fun-
neled throtgh an intetlectual analysis of the problems of their
region, As BinLaden said in an interview in ] 997, “The col-
lapse of the Soviet Union made the U.S. more haughty and
arrogant and 1t has started 10 look at iself as a master of this
worldand establisbed what ic calls the New Wortd Order. . The
U.S. woday has set a double standard, calling whoever goes
agajnst 1S mjustices a terrorist. It wants to occupy our coun-
tries, steal pur resources, impose on us agents 10 mle us...and
wants us to agree to all these. Lf'werefuse 1o do so, itwiil say,
*You are teryorists.” With a simple look atthe ULS. behaviors, we
find that it judges the behavior of the poor Palestinian children
whose country was occupied: if they throw stones against the
Israeli occupalion, ii says they are terrorists, whereas when the
Israeli pilots bornbed the United Nations building in Qana, Leba-
non, while itwas full ofchildren and women, the U.S. stopped
any plan to condemn {srael.”

In his words, he points to the hypocrisy of the U.S, calling
those who use violence to fiuther their ends “terrorist,” all the
whilealso using violence ta further American ends. White |
would have o agree with him here, Iwould also have 1o point
out thatifitis wrong for the U.S. to do this, which Tthink it is,
then it 1§ also wrong for any group to pursue thetr goals by
killing other people. His analysis of U.S. injustice does not
provide ajustification for terrorism; rather, it shows thatany
use of violence against people is umjustified.

Peter Bergen, a reparter for CNN who wrole a book aboui
Bin Laden entitled, Hody War, hic, said that the men who lead
many of the Islarmist movements are well educated, and look to
Bin Laden forinspiranon. The military raler of Pakistan, General
Pervez Musharaf, explained Bin Laden’s appeal: “The Western
demonization of OBL, as he is known in Pakistan, made him a
cult figure among Muslirns who resent everything from the
decline inmoral values as conveyed by Hollywooed movies and
TV serials to Armerica’s lack of support for Palestinianc being
killed by Israeli occupation forces, 1o what Russia is doing to
Muslims in Chechnya, [to] what the West did 1o Muslims in
Basnia and Kosovo, [to] India's oppression of Muslims in
Kashmir.. Ttisa very long hst of complaints...” Although they
are opposed to the global cocroachment of Western coporate
capiialism, their movements also make vse of the latest tech-
nologies. One man explained, *This technology s a good thing,
but we reject the civilizauen of the West™

1fwe follow the maode) ofthe SDS and the Weather People,
we would have (0 assurge that a large munber of Muslims in Uie
Middle East are apposed to Western globalizadon (and wish to
follow an Islarmsc approach insiead) butonly a reladve few have
taken the pex1 step into actually Wwaging war against "‘the inf-
del.™ Again, the gext step is just a matter of degree. However,
there usuzally are events that encourage or help people to take
\hal nexistep.

Forsome Islaratsts, the event which nudged thern into the
next step was the Sovietwar in Afghamistan. Other [slamists
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had already been engagiog in ierrorism in their home countries.
When Bin Laden traveled there to Oght in a jihad, or holy war,
against the Soviets, he was only 22 and had not yet comminted
anactof lerrorism, aldrough he was already a committed Islam-
ist. The experience proved 1o be transforming for him and thou-
sands of other “Afghan Arabs"” who left their native lands to
fight on the side of the Afghans. Their willingness to fight the
enemy of another country has been compared 1o the Sparish
Civil War in the 30’s thar attracted radicals and sympathizers
from many other counmies aswell. Tn Afghanistan, Bin Laden
met mernbers of other Islamist terrorist groups, such as Egypt’s
Al Jthad, which would later merge with A)-Qaeda Al-Qaeda
itselfwvas formed inipally as away 10 create a secure inner circle
that had not been penetrated by the securiry forces of other |
countries trying to keep track oftercorists. Before the Afghan
war, Islamist terrorist groups had primanty targeted their own
govemnments, such aswhen Al Jihad assassinated Anwar Sadat
in 198 1. Afier the Afghan war terrorist activicy becarme interna-
tional; not based in any one country and composed of people
from many countries, and directed primarily against U.S. tar-
gels,

And of course, the other major event that precipitated
greater violence directed at the U.S, was the first Gulf War and
the 1.S. s establishment of military bases in Saudi Arabia. This
\was a move opposed by many Muslims. A Saudi dissident ar-
deulated the majority view when he said, “I dan’t think there is
a sensible person who believes that the Americans should stay
in Saudi Arzbia...if you are a devoled Muslim, there 15 arel-
gious abligation not to accept non-Muslins in militacy form
staying Lh the country, especially the holy land.” It appears
that, just as with the terrorismo of the Weather People, war breeds
MAare\war

There is obviously a lot more that could be said on this
topic, I've narrowed my focus to one aspect of understanding
terronsm, that of seeing one of its causes as a kand of crisis of
legifimacy. [ have left out a huge part of undersianding Al-
Qaeda, and that is the grounding orjusd fication for their killing
in a particular wierpretation of their religion. Tt goes without
saying that this interpretauon is rejected by most Muslims, but
1o fully understand [slamist wermorism, it would be necessary o
examine that phenomenom as well. But L hope that my brief
analysis is samewhat enlightening,

Oue last thing I'd like to add is that one other process
underlies the step into terrorist activity, or indeed, any kind of |
violence against other human beings. This is the process of
deburanizaton. Killing other people becomes psychologically
easier when you have dehwranized them, and identfy thern
solely with a corrupt system. When members of the police and
national guard become “pigs,” when the enemies of your coum-
oy become'dags” or “‘gooks,"” when all Iraqi civilians are seen
as potential killers, when Americans becorme ‘ ‘the mfdel,” when
terronsts become “monsters,” this is when the klling starts.
What we need is & process of rehuroanizalion, and maybe the
killing can stop.




Teaching Our Children

by Anne Treeger

There’s so much [ don’tundecstand,

As apacifist, I don't understand how a country so rich in
educauon and resources can conlinue to resorl to intmidation
and force to solve problems, repeating actions thar have proven
fime and again to have a devastating impact on people, the
environment and its denizens, the hope of peace. Don’t we
teach our children o learn from their mistakes?

Asawoman, ] don’t understand how our governmentcould
ignore the plight of Afghani women suffering for years under
the Talibar, oniy taking retaliatory action when the U.5. be-
came atarget Don'twe tgach our children 1o help those in
need less forrunate than ourselves?

As a.ciuzen, Tdon'tunderstand how 5o many voices united
in peace can have so litde irnpact, can be distegarded and even
condemned by & government built op the prinerples of democ-
racy and free speech. Don’t we teach our children the Farst

Amendment, thaf their voices have a right to be heard, ars
important, that each one can have a posigve impact and make a
difference in the world?

Asapanot, [ don't understand how our government can
speak of supporting the troops while at the same time drasti-
cally cutting health care for veterans physically and mentally
traurnatized by war. Dan'twe teach our children to suppott
those ip need, to love in limes of sickness and health, 10 care
for body, mind and spirit?

AsaJew and a spiritual being, I don't understand how
religion, the practice of honaring the sanciity of god and the
spuni, aud race, the wonderful variety of colors and creeds that
make up the world, have been wiggers for so much fear and
hate. Don’( we teach our children tolerance, the value of cel-

ebrating differences?

Asan artist | don'tunderstand the kind of expression that
harms others. Don’twe teach our children to unleash their
(eelings in positive, producnve ways: in words, in painungs, in
rausic, in dance, in invengou, in sports?

As a lover of the earth, [ don't vadarsiand the blatant
disregard of aggressive human actions on the animals, the tres,
the air, the pianet, our future. Don’twe teach our chyidren to
protect and chenish the land that they will inherit?

Asan art histonian, I don’t understand how so much of'the
pivotal art and anifacts of the genesis of curworld eould be
treated with such callous neglect and carelessness. Don'twe
teach our children 10 respect and protect history and culturc?

As anadvocate of children, [ dar’t understand the willing-
DESs 10 PUI SO many young people all over the world a1 sk of
njury, caloutritorn, ilness, bomelessness, orphan-hood, isola-
ton, death. Don't we teach our children that they are our future
and that safery comes first?

As an educator, [ don’t understand how the powers of the
world can continue 10 good copscience 1o solve problems with
weapons and spite instigated by fear and ignorance. With all
of our intelligence, bow can wenot find another way? Don'twe
teach our children that violence is neverthe answer, that the
way |0 achieve, 10 seitie differences is through educanon, com-
passion, empathy and understanding.

As an optimist, ] know that day will come when the world
will Jeam o live up to the words we teach our children: to live
with integnty through respect, faith, gratitude, kindness, inner
swength, love and peace. =

Angne Treeger s an Associate Educator ai the Saint Louis Ant Museum.
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Cultivating Our Gardens

by Andrew Wimmer

T've been struggling with a heavy sense of despair these
past several months. Adjusung—once again—io bviog in the
ame after the (all. The jinvasion and cocupaton of Irag are now
realides that we believed, with an increasingly urgent bope, \we
might be able to prevent. The millions in the streets was an
excelleot thing, and \we can celebrate the mymiad victories of the
winter—pew insights gained, friendships forged, and commit-
moeots made. Butmuch of the time 1 find that it’s 100 early (or
too hard?) 10 practice detachment. Not 10 feel overwhelmed,
douoe in. by whe deadly powver of the emipire.  Moving on pre-
sents 2 challenge (0 go deeper, shed the things that bind, 1o
wvise up.

And theo Mark Scheu’s death came right smack in the
middle of ovy mourning. The devasiaton, the senseless loss,
the numbing of mind and spint—all broughi home most cnielly
and effectvely. Ifwe thought it was just Iraq, or just Bush, or
Jjust poliscal stupidity, we found ourselves reminded—as if we
necded 10 be—o§ the mysiesies, even absucdites, of the human
psyche. The Jurking noon-day desnon that continues (o prey
upon us, calching us upavares. We're in the net before we
kpoowit

ln conversagoas with friends, [ cealize that we all e xpended
so much energy throughout the dark days of this past winter

Apndrew Wirnmer is a merober ofthe Core Communirty of the Center for Theology and Social Analysis.
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that aur reserves are low, defenses down. Personally, I find
that many of my old ormentors have seized the opportunicy to
take up residence within my skull and resume their war chant
Questomng everything, sowwng those familiar seeds of self-
doubt, chalienging value, comymumient, worth.

So itwas that Wendell Berry came 1o my rescue a few days
ago. Though his topic was hardly sunny—-the 6,000 square
mile“hypoxic dead zone™" in the Gulf of Mexico, caused over a
telaavely brief span of years by the excessive nutrient raunofT
from tarms and ammal factornies in the Mississippi watershed—
I found tus words salvific, a balm for the soul.

“The heatth of the oceans depends oo the heahh of vers:
the healh of nvers depends on the health of small streams; the
health of small sreams depends on the beal of their water-
sheds. The health of water is exacdy the same as the health of
the Jand, 1he healh of small places is exacly the same as the
bealth of large places. As e know, disease is bard 10 confine.
We canpot immunize the coptinenis and the oceans against our
coptempt for sruall places apd small streams. Small destruc-
tions add up, and finally they are undersiood as part of farge
destrucrions."

Berry’s profound undersianding of the coacreie and quite
specific interconnectedness of bfe Liberates in iLs siraplicity:
we ignoce or desgoy the small places o our common penl;
whep we tend them, bumankid aad the plaaet we inhabit lour-
ish.

“Saome day," Bery wrikss, “we may 6nally understand the
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conpecuons.”

Perhaps that day is dawning. There seem (o be plenty of
signs that people are beginping 1o undersizod the connec-
tons. In January, February, and March we wimessed a magni(i-
cent phenamepnon as millions took to the soeets—in cities and
towns, large and small, north and south—o say *na” to United
States rylitamsm and its latest adventure in Uaq. While the
mainstream media appeared 16 be at 2 loss 10 explauy, oreven
accurately describe, what was happening, writers like Anundhab
Roy. Jaha Pilger, and Noarn Chomsky were exulting in the real-
ization that those wha weee able o make the connecsons, who
“potiL’ were finding teir voioe and emerging as 2 global force.
The press often depicted a motley, mismatched crowd of naive
war protestors, anti-globalists, and eco-exmetnists. Conversa-
uons with those who took (o the streets, however, revealed the
common thread: an understandinz that the path that we are
on—mmuitarily, economically, and ecologically—is simply not
sustainable.

Once yau get a glirmmer of an understagding of the can-
nections, you begin 10 see the contowrs of empue more clearly
and can’1 help but decry the "“dead Zones” 1hat it is leaving 1n
its wake. Arundbag Roy calls us to confront empire by roock-
g it at every opportuairy—in noisy protest, subversive verse,
quier nop-compliance. Berry would bave us tend torwbe linle
streams, care for owr groundwater, help siave off the linle de-
structions. As Voltaire had Candide observe a couple of cenm-
ries ago, let us cultvate our collective gardeo.

Mark Scheu (1938)



From Abroad

by Elizabeth Madden

Puerto Asis is a municipality of about 28 thousand inbab-
itanis in the Purumayo deparunent of Colombia. This July, a
delegation of five U.S. citizens visited Puerno Asis 1o discuss
the impacts of fumigagon with the indigenous communites of
thatarea Pumumayo, with 16 different indigenous communites
living in seven differem pueblos, has been one of the most
heavily furnigared areas in the U.S/Colombian “War on Drugs.”

Through Plan Colornbia, the United States has given over
$1.3 billior in military aid to the Colombian government io the
last three years. Iniually allocated for counter-parcotics use,
the aid given to Colombia can now be used (o counter *‘terror.”

The fumigztion campaign being \aged against coca grow-
ers has been one that 1argets the poorest link on the long ¢hain
that is cocaine production and mafficking. Coca growers in
Colombia often opt o grow the illicit crop as an alternative 10
hunger, as legal crops cannot compete on the open market
alongside foods that have been subsidized in their producton
and transport by countries in the European Union and the
Uruted States.

Ofall the people heavily impacted by the fumigation cam-
paign. the indigenous communities 0f Colormbia are perhaps hit
the hardesc As the head of ONIC (National Organization of
[ndigenous Communities) Armando Valbuena explained o our
deleganon, “The things bejng faced by the indigenous today
are more serious than they have been in the last five centuries,”
when the Spanjsh colonized the Americas, conyniting mass
genocide agaipnst the native people.

In a counuy of 40 million people, the indigenous comprise
1 million of the population, with 84 tribes, 2nd 65 different lan-
guages among thern. 27% of Colombia is indigenous territory,
but the people mhabiting it face massive displacement, as multi-
natonal corporaons and foreign governments seek to exploit
the energy resources of oil, gas, and ¢oal that are found on
theurland

The indigenous cormmunities of Puerto Asis bave been
furnijgated nwvice, the frst flunigation ocourmng January through
March 0f 2002, and the second taking place Avgust throvgh
December 0f 2002, Both of these farnigadons took place after
indigevous communities had signed an agreement with the
Colowmbian government 10 manually eradicate ther coca culti-
vations Wiatun 0wo years, in ceturn for govermment assistance
w altecnanive development projects, and an agreement pot to

fumigate their land. The Colornbian governmen( has yei 1o
comply with this agreemeny, and obbgated the indigepous to
manually eradicate their coca\within 3 months, not the agreed
upon two years. The indigenons communities of Pueno Asis
complied with this alieradon, and manually eradicated all coca
cultivation in their comraunites within the three months. Thew
land, with licit crops planted in it, was furmigated twice after the
agreement was signed and manual eradicanon complied with
on the part of the indigenous.

The chemical bierbicde glyphosate (manufacuced by the
Mounsanto corporatioa (o St. Louis) s at the heart of the de-
struction caused by the fumigation. Glyphosaie has had pu-
merous tmpacts on the health and epvironment of the sprayed
and surrounding commuaibes. Skin rashes have appeared irp-
mediately afier the spraying; bodies of water have been con-
tamninated; cattle have died within 6 months after ealing and
drinking from coniaminated sourees; anismals in gestaton have
lost their offspring, bomn pre-rnaturely and malforrned; and ¢hil-
dren and women especially have develaped symploms of diar-
rhea, vomidng, beadaches, and dizziness afier the speaying.

Over twenly-five indigenous leaders from mbes all around
Puenio Asis raveled up to four dificult houss ta corne and meet
with our deleganon, and to tell us the hopes they hold for theis
communites. They are tembly fearful for their fore; of the
displacement that is being forced vpon 1bem, and (be cvtura)
death of their communities 1bat they see coraung ever closer.
Even the acton of coming 10 meat with our delegauon from the
United Suates posed a threat 10 their secunity, and subjecied
them to questioning, and the fear of repnsals, rom armed ac-
tors who insist on being informed of their organizing achviGes.

Thiese indigenous [eaders explained ta us that with so much
to offer the world, through their siewardship o( the earth and
their ancient medicinal knowledge, that there (s a great histodi-
cal debt owed by e Colombian governmeat aad othec coun-
tries whose policies and actions bave been damaging to indig-
eoous communites 1t 5s our obligation in 1be United States to
ensure that thus debt is paid; that the U.S.-sponsored fumiga-
oon end; hat indigenous peopie are grapted viles 10 heir land
and not forcibly displaced from ii; that theiy intetlecual prop-
ety is protected; and that the (ndigenous are {ree and autono-
mous Lo praserve their culnre.

+

FElizabeth Madden is a poet aad the staff persos for the Iatec-Faith Commirttee on Latin America.
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From Little House

by Mary Ann McGivern, SL

This bas been a hard year at the Little House. Two ten-
ants lefl abruplly, and left wreckage in their wake. They're
both young moms who carty heavy burdens; and perhaps
ihey are of an age o vnderstand the enormity of these bur-
dens (sick children, no hiph school diploma, ne partner, no
job, no welfare benefits) and 10 resent the bardships (o their
lives.

Ididn*1 ask them to leave. They both went toward what
they saw as beuter options, what ] fear is mirage. Whatever. [t
cost a lot of Jabor and more money than we'd budgeted to
clean up afler them, not 10 mention the ¢ost of ous Own emo-
yons: anger, frusaztion, sorrow, distress, worry. We miss themm,
these children ang their mothers whom we ve known since
they were teenagers.

Tom finished repairing the windows and he and Ebjah put
in two full bathrooms with showers and sinks to replace the
old tubs and toilets. Rebab always carmes maore than you ex-
pect and this time we replaced ceilings and floors as well as

phoro by Mary Ann Mc¢Givem

bathtubs. And while the end results are temific, the upheaval
WS weanng,

[ think we're settled now, surrounded by blooming flovwers
and bearing fruit wees. Spring came slow and easy, withno late
frost, so every blossom seems o be bearing apricots o nectar-
ines or pears or peaches. The kids nde theu bikes and shoot
baske(s on our little dead-end street; grown-ups siton the front
stoops atnight, alking quiedy vademeath the children's shouts
and fire cracker bangs. QOur “No War in
Iraqg” sign is stll standing at one end of the roses and tay school
board failed campaign sign stands at the ather end; [ plan 0
leave it out unal it falls apart

To my surprise, [ enjoyed the school board campaign. [
didn’t think I’d mind lasing so much, but it gets harder and
harder 1o waich the new board play its hand. They raised halfa
million dollars; I came in fifth, nght behiad therm, having raised
$7,500, really quite a Jotof mouey, enough to rehab all four bath-
TooTNS! +

Mary Ann McGivern has been in and out of town s6 much this summer she's now myang to catch up with her garden.
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From Karen House

by Nicholas Long

This mught not be a greatread! Jwanted 10 wake my st
“Fronm Karen House™ and dance with 1. ] wanied 10 be cyeanve
and wity, 1o share an insighrful and enfertaining story, dbut I
changed my mind. Or my heart changed my mind

My heart has something 1o share. I'm sad. Lifess 61led
with joy and goodness, butmy soul is suffocstng. 1 miss my
friends that have died. Linda, we lived together and ] himk we
barely gotio know one another. .. I'm sorry. Mark, I think we
Lived the same vision but I never asked you how you saw it .. .
T'm sorry. Vicums of violence, why do we continue the cycle?
I’raso sorry. Guests and cormmunity, why do pety differences
carty so much more weight than our beautiful similariaes? I'm
sorry. Family and friends, \why do e not take the e for one
another? I'm sorry. Children, I’m sorry for the violence. I'm
sorry for the degenerate condition of our earth, skies, and wa-
lets. I'msorry for our misguided pnorites.

\Ve want to change it, I think. Unless that means giving up
D1y Cynicism, or Tesentment I can'tlet go of jealousy or medi-
ocnty. Everyone else better behave correcUy, bw my leroper is
Justified. We should Live with the poor, as long as I'm not really
poor. We should stand against the oppressors. unless ['ll bave
tosuffer. [ will not suppont violence, unless it's really entenain-
ing. ‘N live simply, nght afier ] buy a pew pau of runming
shoes. Treateveryone as a person \ho deserves our love and
respect, unless their poliical views are different 1fead the
hungry or clothe the naked if i’s convenieny, care {or the sick
unless ey hrave an annoying raental dlgess, visit the umprnis-
oned if [ kpow them aad are proud af what they have dore.

\We want to change oursclves, [ hope. Butwe have (o
allow the change 1o happen. We have 1o allaw ourselves to
love and be vulperable \vhen the oppoctunity is ringing the
doorbell again, and again, and sgain. [have toresist judgment

BB
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and apger, and instead remind myself of my own squggles.

Thisis my Wife. ..

Beautiful people, lavghing children, guffawing adults,
cleansing rain, energy {illed sunlight, shared meals, shared con-
versations, preyudice and laziness, selfishness and shortsight-
edness, hard work, gross work, fim wark, mothers waating their
chiddven, movhers nos wanbng theis children, funerals and wed-
diogs, new faces, really new and chubby faces, old friends,
bugs, violence, menial 1llness, addsciion, destructive habits,
wasicfulness, hope, lcaming.

“What’s happening at Karen House?" you ask. Like
“Duocle’” Petz and Joe, neighbors who come fo the door 1o see
how we are and \whal's for lunch, ke 1o say, “We'se alive.”
Well, soarewe... REALLY abive. Living owr Lves, as best we
can [ike the path I'my walking and with whom ['m wallong, 1
am encowraged 1o live what ] have dearned. . . seize every oppor-
nmity 16 love. +

Nicholas Taggert Long cxpends some of bis formidable energies on Paramedic School sad Ulamate Fnisbee
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by Annjie Schiefelbein

A friend and [were 1alkopg about commumity the other day
{lam a Catholic Worker and he is a Jesuit), and he paraphrased
the creator of'the L’ Arche comuunity, Tean Vanjer, by saying
that a community can be defined by how it celebrates together
and by how it forgives. The past month has given us ample
opportunjty to do both—a fact for which we are equally grate-
Rl and despainng,

On vlay 3rd welost our dear fiend and fonmer cormamunity
member Mark Schew. Losing Mark was imexpected and devas-
1ating. In the days following Mark's death, the extended com-
ity of Mark’s friends found solace in each other, telling
stones, crying, singing, tuking, and hurung together. We at
Karen House came together fiercely. We helped each otberin
our various ways of grieving, but the most amazing thing was
bow focused we became on each other. Atany given moment
there was someone with whom to ¢ry, remiruscee, or question.
Anything tharhad been a squggle went away for a ime. What
burt or resentrnent we had among ourselves, as communities
do ta the process of ardinary living, disappeared as we reached
out and found each other Aswe mowmned and learned Mark
beuer through each other, we were ransformed. And fdMark’s
death didn’t make any sense, community did. If our own hearis
and mingds were difficult places to be, commurury was comfon
and warmth. And even in the shambles of our sadness, we
forgave each other our humaniry and loved aswell as I've seen.
We dida’t create something new, we just cemembered better
who we are when the superflucus things go away.

We were still living in that focused way on May 1 7*when
our dear community memnbet Teka martied our belaved neigh-
bor Mike. Ifour connnuous retelling of the wedding day 1sany
indication, # was a day the Worker won't be forgeming. It will
become one of our best loved stories or hallowed tales tike
Mitch and the lightbulb or my Swiss chard and strawberry pie,
or more rglevantly Ann Manganero and the vomit on the stairs
or Teka and the Barbie dolls. [t was a fabulous ceremony, as
inclusive as the bride had prayed for. It was a glorfious party, as
fur as we all had hoped for! The eamest and mue lgve of Mike
and Teka exwends to all of us, and it was easy 1o celebrate that

love. And again, it showed our community at its best. Weeks
before the wedding, cormmunity roembers could be seen makang
plans for the flowers, practicing the music, and helping Teka in
various pans of hecbusy life. Days before and after the wed-
ding showed us all getting ready—-prepariog the reception area
with flowers and balloons and geming the church ready, and
cleaning up after the celebrating had officlally ended But the
work didn’ i reveal the eptire piciure, thai of people so imunensely
happy for the couple, praying and rejoicing with them along
with calming the occasional fear, Just out of the worst of our
suffering over Mark we were again passionately focused, this
tme i joy.

As I think of it now, though, the two don’t seem so giffer-
ent, especially when I cansider the wedding along with the
beautful Heurgy for Mark we had at St Cronan’s. At the end of
the joy and sorrow, we came to the same points: 8 more focused
lave, gratitude for cur community, forgiveness of each otker,
and a celebration of ourlife together. Both Mark's death and
Teka’s wedding require of us to comc closer and et go of any-
thing but love. I know Teka 1s elated to have been a conduif for
these things, and ] unagine that Mark connpues to bless us
from the freedomn ofheaven,

T pray that Mark’s spirithas found peace. Ipray that Teka
and Mike continue to find love and grace, 1 pray for our com-
raunity that we may keep this lesson of focus and love when
the forgiveness and celebrating have finally faded from our

resent moment.
g +

Annjie Schifelbein’s second favorire Trinity consists of Rurni, Yoda, and The Boss.
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Karen House Needs The Following:
100% Juice
Chicken
Twin beds

Karen House invites you to help out by
Taking house shifts
Cooking dinners

For more wformation, call Melissa at 621-4052.

Wedding of Teka Childress and Mike Baldwin
May | 7th, 2003
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