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Irs ASIN
 
TO BUILD 

NUCLEAR AR~IS 

ROCKY FLATS 

A busload of 41 pearle and at le~st four carlnarls r F 

peop1e from 5t. La uis j 0; ned over 5,000 p'eOI) 1e ,:/ho COllV(;'I' ­

ged on the site of r:ock\"l(~l1 Internation,l.l'~ Rockv !""lolts {t,_ 

tomic Heapons Production Plant on !"\nril 29, 111 () rlilestonc 
event for the (lnt i -11 uclCClf movement. Partie irunts, rl~n'<ll]n.­

ing nuel ear di sarmament and the III ant 's COI1Vl;l':5 i on to Pt1CiCC: 

time rroduction. gathered from as filr (I11'lay ~s. r:uror~ ~w! '~.­

siC!. from all over north America, and fror.l:)s clos!" as the 
plutonium duste.d city of r,oulder. ~ mil~s to tl:r: l1anh. 
Speaf:e rs at the r J lly inc ludr.d fi rs t i'l nd s(' cCild ')!":'ncr;} ti nr\ 
victims of th~ .Iliroshim:l bombing, Or. I'Iclf'n r:t!ldicC'tt, Sid-­
ney Lens, Daniel Ellsherg, Stol:l~.:-' Carr.lich,,~l. ~ir.::lvr0. r~f'­

nett and many other's. Telc~rams of $UprOl-t \":_rf" n~c:;ivr'l 

from pea ce and 110- nu ke move mOll ts in ,1 (I piln, ,fI·u 5 t) l\ 1 i " ,'If? S t 
Germilny, Fr(1nce, Enqland al1d clsl?'·lhere. 
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At the conclusion of main rally, ubout 150 neople spe­
cially trained in non-violent civil disobedience beg?n an 
illegal blockade of the single rail route into the hGmb fac­
tory. .l'mong these \'~ere Dan i e1 Ell 5 berg anr! St. LOti; sa n lied 
Lewis Jr. Despite cold and unusually heavy rains, ~nirits 
\'Iere high. T"lenty-ei ght of the ori gi na 1 nl1Jl1ber stayed until 1 
Friday, r·lay 5, \'Jhen they ~-Iere finally arrested. an action 
Rockwell International had allegedly been tryinq to avoid. 

Religious lCcJc1ers share in nuclear am's protest. J'Irch­
bishop ,lames Cilsey released c. pastoral letter before the 
demonstration. ~lloUng from Pore ,lohn xxll1 "Pacc~ In Terris'j' 
Case', told (;<ltholics in Colorado tnat "Justice, riqht reason 
and humanity urgently dem<Jnd that the arms race should c~a·se; 
thtlt the stockniles I'Jh:ich exist in variou5 countries should 
be reducec1 equally and simultaneously by the partie? Concern­
ed ilnd nuclear l'Jeapons should be abolished. B 

In a statement hy Sister Rosalie Bertell. who has done 
extensive rese~rch into the relationshin be~!een exposure to 
101-/ 1eve 1 radi a ti (m and cancer, she sai d, "'The cd sis \'/e are 
facino is one of f1hvsical survival and m~ral rectitude both ",oj' 

for oursel yes nnd for the globfl1 community." 

~rte1,1 sugges ted that lI'a t th i s moment, we are engaged 
in \'/hat I \'Jou1d call P.i\d~ation Uarfare. This h a ne~'1 Jdnd 
of \,:a,r. The ~'!ar has not been legitimately declare-d, the sol";: 
diers are not identified as such. but the battle1ines are i 

clear.- J

I 
P,ocky Fl a ts \'!!l i ch ha s bee n in 0rerR t f on s i nee 1952, has 

been thE scene of more than 200 "in r>lant" fires, most invpl­
hiQhly co~bustible plutonium. The plant was the site of a' 

>, $2b million fire in 196Q • il. blaze which released the deadl~ 
plutonium narticles into the atmosphere. 

It is' facts l11:e thesp. that ;l'-<1ke il<:: aware that '-Ie must 
;lct as though nur 1iv~s depend or. hAat i-Ie do. because ulti., 
mately they do~ Sge~Laurftsen 
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MO"ILIZATIO~ FOR SURVIVAL 

Nf\tinnal1y, the !1nhl1iziltion for Survival is a C03­


lit;o~ of organizations around an action rrogram. Th~
 

ornanizations inclurl~ anti-waf. anti-nuclear, ~nvirc~~n­

tal-fst, human needs ,"Ina r~lfgious qroups. The '·lobiTiza­

tion's stated qoals are fourfold: "Zero Nuclear '(,i'lIlOnS,
 
Ban"NlIclea'f PO\:,er, Stop thel'lrms Rilce and r~~et Humiln
 
Needs." The organizi'ltions involved sec the oh'li()u~ rela­

tionship beu1een the four goals ...thile at the sam~ time
 
recognizing the need for joining together for st~nnth.In
 

some "'Iays the ~'nh il i za t i on ~semb1es t he mob11 i Zil ti cns 0 f
 
the Vietnam era which were designed to get massive numbers
 
of people into the streets to stop the ~ar. Hhil~ design~d
 
to get massive numbers of people into thp streets over its
 
four 'loa1s, the ~'obi1 izatian includes many neN strateqic5
 
in addition.
 

During the Fall of 1977 and Spring of 1978, thp. rtQbil i ­

zatian held many hundreds of "Teach-Ins" ilt Colleges Clnd uni·,
 
versities throughout the couniTY. In the Snrinf1 of 197R th,.,
 
f.tobi1 izatfol'il sponsored a "Save Our Comnunities" 'leek rluri ng
 
\'Ih i ch 1oca 1 corrrnun i ti es made the conne cti ons be b'f(~en nlie 1en r ­

\lteapons/pO\'ler and the deterior,1tinq conditions of our ci ties.
 
The 'mobHization also issued a "Pastoral Letter nn Humiln Sur­

vival" to the re1 igious cotmluniti'cs of thp. country in <In rff ­

ort at calling forth a strong religioL/Js rpsoon5e to thp t'nhi­

1ization's goals. r1ajor actions ~'lerc co-sponsored at nat-n­

l·tell,S.C. (a local reprocpssing o1ilnt) anci at Pod:,'! Flats,
 
Co,. {l'Ihere p1utoniuf1l' triggers are madp for all 15. nuclear
 
I'lea['lons}, The rlangor,. !-II\. ilcUon in on['lositioll to the Tri­

dent Submari ne ~'IaS also c6-sTmnsored hy, the ~lobi 1izat i on.
 
On '·1ay 27th t'l'1e Pohilization 0('lther1!o 15,O()(l np()!'11~ in p-"e"
 
York City to demonstrate in SUDPart of disilr~om~nt at th~
 
time of the United !lations SIlf:'cia1 Session on Disilrl:iC'!1f>nt.
 
On June 12th 400 persons were arr~sted for s;tt;n~-in ~t the
 
U.S. Mission to the United Nations, after th~re ~h~ h~0n no
 
re sponse from the 1n $ sian to the 'h t1ndrcds 0 f thou:; i1n ':is ('I f pe­

t iti ons in sunrort of di sarmi'oment given t.fl th(':i1 nn 111'.' 27th.
 
The nobill i za ti on is a150 crQ~sponsoring the rle:nons ~Ti1 ti on at
 
the Seabroook, n. II, IJuc1 eal" Pm'f(~r 1'1 ant on ,lune ... th. [)llri 1!'1
 
the summer, the co-ordinat1ng committee for the I!o,ilizatinn'
 
\·1111 be meetinfl to flesh out further dil-cctions fe·;· the: (0I7j­


i ng yeCl r.
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Loctllly, people in St. LOllis have been ~'lOrld~g t0geth~r 
, on the goals of the r~bilization. During,the sprlng ~f thlS 
\. 'year Dan i e1 Ell sl)ercl spoke to severa 1 aIIdl enccs here 1 n St.. 

" Loui s . /'0. t that time 1oca1 peor1eHorked pdrna ril y on bolO pr 0­

jects. Some fol~s \'/orked to have a Transfer'"Resol'uti on 
passed by many di,fferent loci'll groups i,ncluding the ST. 
Louis City board of f\1dernersons. This resoluHol1 stres­
sed the n~ed for transfer~ng funds from the 'defense b~d-
get to the human needs parts of the Imrlget. They ,,1 ~n 

formed dellC'gations to ,.1issouri ~en<itors and P.erresenta~·: , .. 
tives askinn for sunoort of the Transfer I'.mendment in Con­
gress. Another' ,-group; 10cal folk ,distrihuted 'over 3,000 
conies of the pastoral Letter on Human Survival to reli­
gious communities and sought endorsement and support for 
the goals of the ~~bilization~ In late spring local folk 
sent a busload of people to SlIDport the acti,on at Rock.y 
Flats, Colo. On 11ay 22nd aver 80 peop1e joi,ned in a dem­
onstration in opposition to th~ Trident Submarine outside 
the I nternati (lna1 flea dqua,rters of 'General nynami cs (contra,c­
tor for the Trident), Loc~ted in Clayton,Mb. nver 40 rer­
sons from St. Loui S \'lent to tie"" York C1 ty for the r,'ay 27th 
demonstration at the lInit~d f1i'ltio'ls. J\t l,east 't':IO people ';j':' 

from St. LOllis remained in 'tIel'/ York for the llune il.2th Sit­
lin at the U.S.t·1ission tn th~ United rlatirms. Several St. 
lou i sans vii 11 be pa,rtttipating ",at :,ttie r Seabrobk- demonstra­
tion on ,lune 24th I'Ihile many others participated in a sup­
port demonstrat1on here locally on Friday, June 23rd from 
12 noon until 1 :00 p.m. in dmmtm"n St. louis at 12th and ",'! 

l'larket. This summer local peap·Ie \·Jill be meeting to set new 
directions for the coming year. Al Sprehe 

On Housing 

The f 0110",1 ng 1etter ViaS s' i gne d by more th an 30 rear1e ' 
who are involved in the housing rrohlem in our city, 
and vias distrihutp.d to pearle in the religious conwlun­
ities I'/ho (Ire making property decisions. 

, ... 
/. '" 
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JI.pril 19.78 

To The St. Louis Community: 

I It is \1Hh great sadness nnd concern thilt '.!p \,trit~ this
 
loren 1et ter to th e lnr<Je r ~ t. LOll is ComJT1l.ln ity . ~'JP- rf' cen t1y
 
I l.,ritnessed the destruction of a perfectly hnbH;-hlf' huildin'1
 
(\'Ihile pearle throughout th~ city continuE' t(j W= hnn'~l~:>s.
 

At a time when our hous~ho needs are so ~rave thn loss of 
I such a huildinC] is not just Ilnfortunilte: it is iln ilet 0f 

violence against the city and its peorle. 

The buil di n!J stood' on the cm;n~r of f;rilT\d and raOY. Pntil 
about s t x mon ths a<].0, some 5i ster s 0 f Norte Denne 1 i v,:, d th~ rr _ 
It \"1as the convent of "Rock Church" ((15 n~ nv ~t. LG~d ~(lns 
call st. AlphonSlIs Parish). The P.edemptori s't Fatr..f'j"s (ll·meo 
the building. They decid~d~to·'demolish it desrit~ efforts 
by the Metro-lious inC) 1\11 iance. Salvation I\.rmy, St. LOlli s 
Project~for Abused Women. Jeff Vander-Lou, and the Catholic 
\·Jorker House to save the buil di nq for some kind of emergency 
housing. 

{	 FeN of us realize hrn'l desperately our city needs emcr~cnc'y 
housing. f·lore than one out of ten St. Louis residents 1 ive 

,	 in overcro\'/ded bui'l di ngs, more than one- fourth of our d\'le11­
lngs are substandard. Hhen fll:!onle lose what housinq they 
have I th~re are few resources to rrovi de he 1p. The "!onlcn 's 
Se1 f H~l p Cen ter turn a\'/ay ben'leen fi fteen and b'.'cnty ba t ­
tered \'/Omen a \-leek because of the lack of emergency shel­
ters. The Catholic Worker House turns away six calls from 
warren a day (often \'Iomen \-lith several children). 

So \-Jhen a religious ~rour decides to tear do"m a buildi no 
lfke Rock convent. their decision affects us all. Simi­
lar church prorerties have been given or rented or sold to 

!	 concerned groups as hnmes for the elderly, emerqency shel- , 
ters. houses' of hospitality" refuges for abused \'JOP-len and· 
day ea re centers. Ou r ci ty I S needs conti nlie to be urge nt . ' 
Poor people. people in crisis situations, continue to suf­
fer from the lack of housing, So the loss of even one such 
resource is more than': we can a ffo,rd. 
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I-Ie can no 1onge r afford to loak at rroperty as simply
 
an investment of time and money. He must llearn to act
 
as if peoples lives depended on the choices we make a= 
bou t au r nrope rty - becaus e they do. He mus t eha 111engp.
 
r:'nch other to accept the moral resflonsibll i ty that OIill ­

ing: prone rty i nv(,1ve s if our ci ty is to 5 urvi ve. 

FRor-l TilE 1l0USE 

It is hard as I sit in t~e nrldst of all the ~ubbub of our
 
house to fi nd a \·tay to te11 you \:that happens hen~ or hO\·/ ...Ie
 
feel about it. r'~lIch less ~'lOu1d I try to eXlJlain--even to my­

self--- what it might mean.
 

There is much life here with many peoDle at widely varied 
points in their lives. Some of us a,'e tryi,n~ to learn and 
some of us are trying to forget. There are children learning 
to read and an older \,/Oman \-/ho is losi nQ the abl1 itv to read. 
There have been six babies born in our household and numerous 
birthdays celebrated. Santa brought presents to for~y child· 
ren here, and the Easter bunny hid eggs. People have arriv­ , 
~d from far aHay places, and moved on to far a...tay places. To- " 

.gether we weathered a winter of long days inside and together 
NC are el1joying immensely the easiness that spring brings. to 
to 1i fe . ; .: - , 

0ne very real effect of living here at Karelil House. I
 
think, is that issues beoome very real and concrete. The in­

e~u~littes in health care. welfate, the courts, housing, ed­

ucation and johs in OUi" city become every day realities l-Ihose
 
effects are born by people lIle love. Thus. activity in social
 
justice issues become rart and parcel of the work of hospital ­

ity. Some of our guests have joined in this \'lark. I\.t various
 
times \'Ie hClve leafletted for ~/omen's ordination in the Catha::'·
 
lie Church, protested nestle'~ infant formulla practices, in­

human condit 1ons at t·lar; on Federal !'r-i son and the danaer of
 
nuclear pO'der and neapans. Several of us \'I.ere at r,eneral Dy­

namics corporatfon 1n Clayt6n, who is the contractOr for. the
 
Td dent nuclear submarine. He ha,ve also been at rock.,t Fla ts,
 
Colo. the nuclear \·tearons nlan':; and at the U.N. SpeClal Ses­

sion on Dfsannarrrent hI tle\-! VorL V~r;ous members of the staff
 
are \-!OrU ng for jus tice in educa ti on. corp.ori'lte l",eSpons ibil ity
 
and conversion to a peac~ economy.
 

Karen House Catholic Worker    www.KarenHouseCW.org      314.621.4052    1840 Hogan   St. Louis Missouri 63106 



I 

- 7­

One other ilS rec t 0 f 0 UY 1h'es th at ca nnot be o':cr 10(, I::?d is 
the people \'Iho share in 0\11' i'!ode. There ilre ffitlnV rC:Jf')lc: :;hl"l 

come, and as m;my <11 fferent 1'/(l,YS of he 1pi nq. $00"£ hri nC! in 
nrena red mea 1s (a hlays Imrr.cnsp.l v enj aye d), s om/? hri n 1 5iJPD1;es 
or \'lork \'lith the kfds. SOlle qive much tim:', SI)r;II:~ "'C rlon't ~et 

to see. ALL are essenti~,l to us. One of our quests 5aid to 
mel," It restored my faHh in hum<'lnity to see hOI'! CjQoci fleople 
arc to you." I gUASS m(i'yb~ t~at is a ~ood part of \"Jhat happens 
here. -----V. Pruhe 

"mPRESSIONS OF A tlH! STAFF nEt·mER" 

J first stepped from the voluptuously a!=lgress;ve cur­
re nts of upper mi rldl e class I\rner; ca to an ; s 1ano- Karen 
Ilouse- 2 "leeks ago; later to realize that this ~':as one in 
the arc~ip~lago of Catholic Worker Houses across the U.S. 
Slung over my s haul de r \'/as the ene rge ti c ideal ism of a 
20 yr. old collegiate Catholic seeking to develope h~r" 

faculities for the betterment of the world's needy. I, thus 
far, so blessed in life wanted to give to those less for­
tunate than I (sound familiar?) 

\ 
\ The minute I entered this house all previous imaginings 
~of no/sQlf in a structured, helper role. deluging goodness 
to pa rched sou 1S \'Jere 1eft beh i nd. I \'I as introduce d nat oS 

'a member of the elitist staff(although the staff certainly 
is recognized as the host and rolicymaker of the household). 
I ~/as gi ven respons ;,bil Hies jus t as everyone else in the 
ho us e. II \'/as to 'eat ""hen and \,ihil t eve ryane else di d; I l'la 5 

to share the same bathroom, kHehen, din; ng room, TV room~ 
and rarlor as e'veryone else. of' a sudden I was frightened 
by the 1ack of barri el's, structure. On the contrary, there 
\'1as a c'asual affectionate flOl<1 bet\'J(~en hosts and guests. 

Hithin tIl{' ensuing days my brash self-confic1ent, service 
conscious identity underwent~ a blushin~ retreat. ~~in9 rob­
bed of my previ ous ly arranged roles I I',as 1eft totally unpre­
pared 9 0ff-guard, vulnerable. Hot only ""as I to share -t!lese 
people's housing facilities, but I was expected to share in 
the i r 1i ves . I became mas t apr rehens i VP I'lhe n I rca 1i zed th ('l t 
I was asked to share of my life, of ,myself. 
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I Sill-! mo~ Ill)nest affcctinn, more sul;stantivc human elllC'­
tions, ann simp.le, do·;!n-tl"l-~(ll·th ~oinqs'-on beb-:een pf'ople 
than J \-'ClS. (Ic:ctlstomed to. Th" pcorle T ldve I-lith have marc 
of CI sense of who ~orl is and their rcl~tionshir to ~od than 
the m0.jority of those I hi'lvQ !:nOl'.ll nt school. Tllr')' hi\ve mode 
me -f~e 1 ~-!ilrm ins ide, they bave i nsnired mC?: and sr' rhml freed 
me in my olltrei'lch i ngs' tOI-:ilrOS others. l\ nPI" staff mr>mher CIt 
Karen House- suddenly the title has no meClning. f"'Cly I be 
all Q\'/cd to return somel-,hfl t I'Jhat r hove neen gi ven. 

Orla flunstan 

SPECIAL NEEDS 

FOOD-Especially perishable items 
(eggs, etc.) 

DIAPERS, 
PillOWS, 
TOWELS, 
DRESSERS, 
PEOPLE TO WORK WITH US i 
CLERICA l ASS IS TA NCE-Fi ling, 

typing, compiling lists, 
MAKING OF DIRECTORY OF 

RESOURCES & TALENTS, 
ELECTRIC TYPEWRITER, 
NEED FOR A SPECIFIC COMMITTEE 

TO HUSTLE A NO MEET NEEDS OF 

this newsletter would be appreciated. 

HOUSE,:r 
BUNKBEDS.
 

I Any donation to offset the cost of
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